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December 15, 2010

2010 Vote Records: Holding Elected Officials Accountable
Corona-area State Legislators; Senator Bill Emmerson and Assembly Member Jeff Miller Work Hard To Create Jobs

The Greater Corona Valley Chamber of Commerce and its Legislative Action Committee worked diligently in 2010, partnering with state legislators on the 29 most important legislative proposals with potential impact our local economy.

“The regional economy depends upon our state government supporting proposals that stimulate business growth, and Corona-area legislators Senator Bill Emmerson and Assembly Member Jeff Miller are two leaders who understand the importance of job-creating proposals. Our successes during 2010 was a reflection of their commitment to improving our local economy,” stated, Kerry Pendergast Chairman of the Greater Corona Valley Chamber’s Board of Directors. 

“This is the fifth vote record published since the creation of  the Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee in 2006. Our yearly vote records demonstrate our ability to hold our elected officials accountable to what is important to Corona’s business community,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Greater Corona Valley Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee. “I too want to personally thank Senator Emmerson and Assembly Member Miller for their hard work and our collaborative relationship,” continued Schneider.

Click here to view the Vote Record.
December 15, 2010

Corona Chamber Sets Legislative 2011 Priorities, Focuses On Three Strategic Initiatives

Each year, the Corona Chamber of Commerce’s Legislative Action Committee (LAC) convenes in a special Planning Session to develop the Policy Platform for the following year. The public policy priorities adopted serve as the foundation for the Corona Chamber’s continuing effort to improve the business climate in Corona and its surrounding business areas.

“As our economy fights to rebound, the 2011 policy platform is more important than ever,” stated Bobby Spiegel, President and CEO of the Corona Chamber. “We will use the platform to formulate a plan to encourage economic activity and promote the competitiveness of our local economy,” Spiegel continued.

“The LAC represents the interests of Corona businesses at all levels of government,” stated Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee (LAC) Chair, Cynthia Schneider. “We will use the policy priorities as our guide when considering the intent and objectives of the Chamber’s position on local, regional, state, and federal legislative issues,” Schneider concluded.

The Chamber looks forward to building on a very successful 2010 and further strengthening its program of work in 2011.

Click here to view the Policy Platform.
Corona Chamber Focuses on Three Strategic Public Policy Initiatives

The Corona Chamber of Commerce is communicating its advocacy priorities with the business community to make sure businesses know that the Chamber represents businesses interests with government.

“We want to make sure the business community in Corona knows the Chamber is their voice at city hall and in the state capitol,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee (LAC).  “We have a focused effort in 2011 and our business community will benefit from our work,” continued Schneider.

The Greater Corona Valley Chamber of Commerce 2011 Strategic Initiatives

Healthcare Reform Impacts

It is a long standing priority of the Greater Corona Valley Chamber of Commerce to support responsible healthcare infrastructure and insurance policy proposals that result in increased availability of affordable healthcare coverage for employers and their employees. The recent federal healthcare reform legislation signed into law earlier this year will not improve the existing healthcare system, but, the Chamber and many other business organizations believe, would jeopardize the parts of the system that currently work.

The Chamber will track additional legislative and regulatory proposals at all levels of government and with as many businesses as possible in 2011 ensure the federal mandate does not place Corona Valley businesses at an economic disadvantage.

Local, State and Federal Government Regulations and Reform

The Greater Corona Valley Chamber of Commerce will continue to support efforts towards a part-time legislature; seek ways to reform the Government structure dealing with fiscal reform; eliminate the confusion of a “fee” versus a “tax” when legislation is passed; renew our commitment to working with local legislators to minimize anti-jobs legislation and communicate our efforts with the community; and, oppose state mandated business regulations that put the Corona Valley business community at an economic disadvantage.

Business Attraction and Retention

The Greater Corona Valley Chamber of Commerce is committed to assisting, when possible, businesses impacted by the worst recession in our country’s history. The Chamber will support local programs and efforts to attract and retain businesses; oppose efforts to increase business fees and taxes; support programs such as Shop Corona to ensure our local economy remains strong; and, seek opportunities to secure local and state tax incentives to attract and retain businesses in Corona.
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Legislative Report #1

Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

AB 29 (Perez J – D) Office of Economic Development

Recommended Action


Support

Summary

1. AB 29 creates the Office of Economic Development and the California Business Investment Services Program for the purpose of serving employers, corporate executives, business owners, and site location consultants who are considering California for business investment and expansion. 

Background

2. AB 29 would also make changes relating to the development of a biennial Economic Development Strategic Plan.

3. The new office would be administered by a director appointed by the Governor, subject to confirmation by the Senate. 

4. AB 29 would require that the office serve the Governor as the lead entity for economic strategy and the marketing of California on issues relating to business development, private sector investment, and economic growth, and make recommendations to the Governor and the Legislature regarding policies, programs, and actions to advance statewide economic goals. 

5. Furthermore, AB 29 would create the California Business Investment Services Program, within the office, under the authority of the director, for the purpose of serving employers, corporate executives, business owners, and site location consultants who are considering California for business investment and expansion. 

6. Current law requires the Secretary of Labor and Workforce Development to lead the development of a biennial California Economic Development Strategic Plan and, in doing so, to review the recommendations of the California Economic Strategy Panel, which is created for this purpose. 

7. AB 29 would change this requirement of the Secretary of Labor and Workforce Development to the newly created Office of Economic Development. 

Arguments in Support

8. Proponents argue more needs to be done in California in order to promote the state’s significance in the global marketplace and key location to direct access of growing markets and technology centers in Mexico, Latin America, Japan, China and Southeast Asia.

Arguments in Opposition

9. No arguments in opposition at this time.

Supporting

None on file. 

Opposing 

None on file.

AB 32 (Lara – D) Entrepreneurship: Economic Gardening

Recommended Action


Support

Summary

1. AB 32 states the intention of the Legislature to enact legislation that supports entrepreneurship as a form of economic development and job creation and which would provide assessment of communities regarding their assets, skills, and needs, and identify opportunities for agencies to remove barriers to make citing, zoning, and licensing easier for small businesses.

Background

2. AB 32 provides for research and assessment of urban and suburban communities regarding their assets, skills, and needs, and utilizes that data to determine economic opportunities in those communities and support access to capital for entrepreneurs in these communities. 

3. The legislation would also, among other things, identify opportunities for local and state agencies to remove barriers to make citing, zoning, and licensing easier for small businesses, in order to allow for entrepreneurial job creation, and promote the development of entrepreneurial education curricula and programs.

4. The term "Economic gardening" is an innovative economic development model that embraces entrepreneurship as a driving force for job creation and growth. 

5. It originated in 1987 in Littleton, Colorado, and is based on the idea that a community needs an economic development plan that utilizes its particular strengths. 

6. AB 32 also states that small business remains an integral part of California’s overall economy and is key a part in furthering job creation throughout the state.

7. AB 32 is coauthored by Assembly Member V. Manuel.

Arguments in Support

8. Proponents argue that significant barriers exist when trying to retain and attract business in California. AB 32 calls on the legislature to focus its priorities on job creation and retaining current businesses throughout California while focusing on the small business community and expanding ways to create more entrepreneurships. 

Arguments in Opposition

9. No arguments in opposition at this time.

Supporting

None on file. 

Opposing 

None on file.
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