Legislative Action COMMITTEE

www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz/about.html

Corona Chamber of Commerce

904 East Sixth Street, Corona 92879

(951) 737-3350

LAC Planning Session Agenda

Tuesday, November 17, 2009
7:00am Breakfast
7:30am – 9:30am Planning Session
Presiding:

Cynthia Schneider, Chair

2009 Strategic Initiatives

Employee and Employer Issues
Improving Traffic and Transportation Infrastructure
Stimulating the Local Economy
Call to Order and Roll Call

Chair Report
· Recent Action
· 2009 Vote Record
· 2009 Year In Review
· Zoomerang Results
President & CEO Report
Agenda Item
1. October 2009 LAC Minutes







ACTION 
Retreat Items
2. Strategic Planning








DISCUSSION
a. Subcommittee Meetings: A day of the week and time will be determined through discussion.
b. LAC Meetings: First Friday Starting in February (LAC will meet on third Tuesday in December and January).
c. Strategic Initiatives
3. 2010 Policy Platform








ACTION
The LAC will review the current policy platform and determine any changes for 2010.
Announcements

Adjourn

CHAIR REPORT

Legislative Action Committee

November 17, 2009

Recent Action

November 9, 2009

Action Needed: Submit Your Letter of Support For High Speed Rail In Corona

 The Corona Chamber of Commerce supports the California High-Speed Rail Train System proposed alternative route along the I-15 freeway with a station located in the City of Corona. 

Why This Is Important To You:

The proposed alternative line would be beneficial to our business community and surrounding residential communities. The I-15 freeway continues to undergo numerous improvements for increased traffic flow as it remains the primary artery for goods and the movement of people from Orange County through Corona to our neighboring cities such as Lake Elsinore, Murrieta and Temecula. The need for alternative transportation has never been more apparent in our community.

The High Speed Rail Train System will not only help bring California into the future of transportation but the Cities that the system will move through. I respectfully urge your support of a high speed train line through Corona.
Click here to submit your letter of support today!
October 10, 2009

Corona Chamber Levels Playing Field For Small Business

Earlier this year the Corona Chamber of Commerce supported a piece of legislation that would expand small business and disabled veteran business enterprise participation in state contracts and American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger signed AB 31 into law in October.

“This new law is a win-win for both large and small businesses because both play an important role in improving our local economy,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Corona Chamber’s Legislation Action Committee. “We were please to support this legislation which will have a direct impact on our local economy when Corona businesses apply for state contracts,” continued Schneider. 

According to the Governor’s office, small businesses and disabled veteran business enterprises make up 98 percent of all California enterprises, employ over half of the state’s workforce and are projected to create 99 percent of the state’s future jobs. A recent study by the California Department of General Services found that all small businesses and disabled veteran businesses, when compared to all large businesses, produce 50 percent more overall economic impact to the State. Small businesses and disabled veteran businesses are eligible for more of the state’s $10 billion in annual contracts and billions more in federal stimulus dollars.

AB 31 expands an existing streamlined contracting process called the SB/DVBE Option to enhance small business (SB) and disabled veteran business enterprise (DVBE) participation in state contracts. Current law allows state departments to contract directly with these firms for goods and services contracts or purchases between $5,000 and $100,000 and up to $147,000 for public works contracts. AB 31 increases the allowable thresholds in both areas to $250,000.
October 5, 2009

Chamber Opposes Taxes on Hospitality Industry 

There is a strong belief that federal, state and local proposals to impose additional alcohol taxes and fees are on the horizon. The California Alliance for Hospitality Jobs (CAHJ) is working to dissuade these proposals by educating the public and policymakers about how higher alcohol taxes will cost even more jobs in California and hinder the state’s economic recovery. The Corona Chamber of Commerce has joined the CAHJ effort and is looking for support from our members as well. 

“The CAHJ is another great example of an organization the Chamber and its members can easily support due to its standing position on fees and taxes on a specific industry,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Corona Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee. “The Hospitality Industry continues to support and provide many jobs for Corona businesses and residents. Further taxing of this industry would harm and threaten jobs, leading to increased costs at a time when this cannot be the answer,” continued Schneider.

Now is not the time to raise taxes. Californians have already been hit with $12.5 billion in new taxes this year alone. Increasing taxes on wine, beer and spirits on top of this huge tax increase will create a domino effect resulting in the loss of tens of thousands of hospitality jobs among those who can least afford it – waiters and waitresses, store clerks, busboys and bartenders. 

Catchy slogans, such as “nickel a drink,” hide the fact that these taxes or fees will impose a dramatic new burden on restaurants and other small businesses in California. A nickel a drink really means a 129% tax increase on spirits, a 267% tax increase on beer and a 640% tax increase on wine. These increases will have devastating impacts on California, threatening 41,000 jobs and raising consumer costs by up to 100% more per drink.

The legislature earlier this year increased the state sales tax by one percent, generating an additional $256.1 million from alcohol sales alone. Instead of coming back to consumers and workers for still more money, lawmakers should instead cut waste and figure out how to get the budget back on track.

We need to stop the continued taxing by our elected officials on industry specific jobs and services. The Chamber has always believed that the way to improve our state and local economy is for the Legislature to focus on the creation of jobs and reducing burdensome regulations on business.
Corona: Right Place High Speed Rail Line

In a recent letter to the California High-Speed Rail Authority, the Corona Chamber of Commerce expressed its strong support for the California High-Speed Rail Train System.  Part of the system calls for the Technical Working Group’s (TWG) plan for an alternative route along the I-15 freeway with a proposed working station in the City of Corona.  An alternative route along the 
I-15 freeway would bring thousands of jobs to the City of Corona.

“The construction of this line in accordance with the recommendations of the TWG is a necessary step to reduce traffic congestion, diminish the carbon footprint in our community, provide jobs at a critical time and allow for citizens to travel in a safe and economical manner,” remarked Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Corona Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee. “As California continues to seek ways to improve its infrastructure, this project is a tangible and significant step towards that end,” continued Schneider. 

The Chamber is arguing for the alternative route along the I-15 due to Corona’s proximity to both Orange County and the City of Riverside. Corona is the central hub that connects these two great communities that feed through Corona. If the California High-Speed Rail Authority approves the alternative proposed line and station in Corona it will lead to increased exposure for surrounding retail locations, such as Dos Lagos and The Crossings, that will add a long term economic boost to the Corona business community. 

By most measurements, the I-15 freeway continues to serve as the principal route for the trafficking of people and goods from Orange County through Corona and neighboring cities; such as Lake Elsinore, Murrieta and Temecula.  Alternative, mass-transit transportation is critical to economic development and quality of life of citizens living in and around Corona and the businesses serving these communities.  The proposed alternative line would be beneficial to our business community and surrounding residential communities in many ways. 

Please join us in welcoming Anaheim Mayor and Chairperson for the California High Speed Rail Authority, Curt Pringle, as our keynote speaker on December 11, 2009 at the Quarterly Membership Meeting at Eagle Glen.

Log on to: www.coronachamber.org and click on the Corona Advocacy link for more information on this and other items of importance tracked by the Corona Chamber of Commerce.
2009 Vote Record
Corona Chamber Holds State Representatives Accountable

2009 Vote Record:  “A” Grade For A Job Well Done. State Representatives Voted with the Corona Chamber At Least 90% of the time.
The Corona Chamber of Commerce is pleased to report that its advocacy agenda in 2009, which involved analyzing, directly supporting, and tracking 25 proposed laws with provisions pertinent to our business community, enjoyed remarkable success.

“Corona State Legislators – Senator John J. Benoit and Assembly Member Jeff Miller – continued the work of former legislators that served our area,” stated, Linda Pearson Chair of the Corona Chamber’s Board of Directors. “As always, it was the Chamber’s responsibility to take the lead in 2009 to work with both of our leaders and to inform them of our local business community’s point of view on important issues. Again, Corona businesses were well represented in Sacramento on critical legislative issues impacting our members,” Pearson continued. 

“This is our fourth vote record published since creating the LAC Committee in 2006.  We  continue to hold our elected officials accountable to members of our business community,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Corona Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee. “We will continue our efforts next year when the Legislature reconvenes in January 2010,” continued Schneider.

The Corona Chamber lobbied during this year’s legislative session for our legislators to OPPOSE 12 legislative proposals and SUPPORT 13.  The Corona Chamber’s positions on each of the 25 legislative proposals are available online at www.CoronaChamber.org including summaries and explanations of most proposals, as well as the reasons why the Corona Chamber of Commerce opposed and supported each of proposals.

To reach the “Percentage FOR pro-jobs legislation,” the Corona Chamber tallied the number of times our legislators voted with the Chamber’s position on each proposal and divided that total by the total number of proposals in which each legislator voted.  A legislative proposal is not figured into the vote record percentage if a legislator, for whatever reason, did not vote or if the proposal failed before the legislator had an opportunity to vote. The Governor’s final decision on whether or not the legislative proposal becomes law is also included.

Log on to: www.CoronaChamber.org and click on the Corona Advocacy link to get details on the Vote Record and other issues tracked throughout the legislative year in 2009.

Summary of Votes

	
	FOR 
Pro-jobs legislation
	AGAINST Pro- jobs legislation
	Percentage FOR Pro-jobs legislation

	State Senator John J. Benoit
	10
	0
	100%

	Assembly Member Jeff Miller
	9
	1
	90%

	Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
	8
	1
	88%


2009 Vote Record – In Depth

Not voting = Elected official did not vote.

N/A  = Potential new law died before elected official had an opportunity to vote or in the case of the Governor the potential new law did not reach his desk.
AB 28
Jeffries (R) Natural Gas Engines: Water Movement: Emissions

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator John J. Benoit
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

AB 31 Price (D) Public Contracts: Small Business Procurement Act

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator John J. Benoit
Support

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
Support

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
SIGNED

AB 68 Brownley (D) Solid Waste: Single-Use Carryout Bags

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator John J. Benoit
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

AB 87 Davis (D) Single Use Carryout Bags

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator John J. Benoit
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

AB 89 Torlakson (D) Taxation: Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator John J. Benoit
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

AB 178 Skinner (D) Sales and Use Taxes

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator John J. Benoit
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

AB 283 Chesbro (D) Solid Waste: Extended Producer Responsibility Program

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator John J. Benoit
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

AB 474 Blumenfield (D) Water Efficiency Improvements

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator John J. Benoit
Support

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
Oppose

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
SIGNED

AB 793 Jones (D) Employment: Discrimination

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator John J. Benoit
Oppose

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
Oppose

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
VETOED

AB 943 Mendoza (D) Employment: Credit Reports

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator John J. Benoit
Oppose

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
Oppose

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
VETOED

AB 1107 Blakeslee (R) Environmental Protection Agency: Rules: Analysis

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator John J. Benoit
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

AB 1329 Brownley (D) Waste Management

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator John J. Benoit
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
Oppose

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

ACA 8 Jeffries (R) Meetings of the Legislature

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator John J. Benoit
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

SB 39 Benoit (R) Personal Liability Immunity: Disaster Service Workers

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator John J. Benoit
Not Voting

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
Support

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
SIGNED

SB 104 Oropeza (D) Global Warming Solutions Act: Nitrogen Trifluoride

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator John J. Benoit
Oppose

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
Oppose

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
SIGNED

SB 125 Benoit (R) Undocumented Criminal Aliens: Costs: Collecting Data

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator John J. Benoit
Support

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

SB 187 Benoit (R) Employment: Working Hour

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator John J. Benoit
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

SB 287 Calderon R (D) Meal Periods

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator John J. Benoit
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

SB 356 Wright (D) Regulations: Small Businesses

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator John J. Benoit
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

SB 600 Padilla (D) Cigarette and Tobacco Products Taxes

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator John J. Benoit
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

SB 603 Padilla (D) Retail Cigarette and Tobacco Sales: Licenses

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator John J. Benoit
Oppose

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

SB 696 Wright (D) South Coast Air Quality Management District: CEQA*

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator John J. Benoit
Not Voting

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

SB 789 Steinberg (D) Labor Representatives: Elections

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator John J. Benoit
Oppose

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
Oppose

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
VETOED

SB 827 Wright (D) South Coast Air Quality Management District: CEQA

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator John J. Benoit
Support

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
Support

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
SIGNED

AB X3 20 Bass (D) Federal transportation economic stimulus funds.

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator John J. Benoit
Support

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
Support

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
SIGNED

*Original bill language supported. The original bill language was transferred to SB 827 on 09/04/2009.
2009 Year In Review

· The Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee (LAC) Chair, Cynthia Schneider, received the prestigious Small Business Advocate of the Year Award presented by the California Chamber of Commerce.

· The Corona Chamber tracked 34 potential new laws in 2009 that would have a significant impact on our business community.  The Chamber focused its efforts on the proposed legislation with the highest potential to impact the business community in either a negative and positive way. 

· Over 40 letters were drafted and mailed on behalf of the Chamber to federal representatives, the Governor, local state legislators, and other stakeholders on legislation and issues that would have impacted the Corona business community.

· The Chamber protected businesses against proposed increases in workers compensation rates and has continually fought against the repealing any of the reforms from 2004 which have allowed the workers compensation system to remain equitable and kept the cost of doing business in California under control. 

· The Chamber was the only Chamber of Commerce in California to lead the effort in the State Capitol for workplace flexibility by testifying on behalf of Corona and California businesses in favor of a proposed law that would have allowed for flexibility in scheduling workplace hours. The law did not pass out of its Legislative Committee.

· The Chamber urged the business community to understand the impact of six statewide ballot measures on the May 19, 2009 special election ballot. Propositions 1A through 1F were a series of comprehensive proposals ranging from state budget reform to closing the massive state budget deficit.

· The Chamber led the local effort to urge legislative leaders to stand firm on not raising taxes in order to balance the state budget.

· The Chamber took a proactive role in stimulating our local economy by joining a coalition focused on reviving our economy at both the state and local level. 

· The Chamber supported a legislative proposal that would authorize state agencies to accept California-issued IOU’s as payment for outstanding debt to the state by businesses and individuals. This law was held over to be considered in 2010.

· The Chamber continued fighting a federal mandate on healthcare plans. The long standing priority of the Corona Chamber of Commerce is to support responsible healthcare infrastructure and insurance policy proposals that result in increased availability of affordable healthcare coverage for employers and their employees.

· The Chamber opposed a harmful legislative proposal that would have negatively impacted a business owner’s use of consumer credit reports during the employee hiring process. This law was not approved by the Governor.

· The Chamber continues to work to protect Corona-based hospitals and medical care in terms of their impact of the March Development LifeCare Project.

· The Chamber successfully defeated a paid sick leave mandate that would have forced businesses to provide paid sick leave to all employees and would have unreasonably expanded employer’s and local government agencies’ costs and liability by mandating a specific paid sick leave policy.  

· The Chamber joined the fight against tax increases by partnering with a coalition that unites taxpayers, businesses and other organizations in the fight to oppose any legislative proposal that unconstitutionally raises taxes. 

· The Chamber opposed any attempt to eliminate the required two-thirds vote in the Legislature when trying to pass the state budget. 

· The Chamber supported water conservation legislation that would help mitigate costs to businesses. 

· The Chamber initiated a letter writing campaign to take on unfriendly retail food legislation that would have prohibited restaurants and other food vendors from selling prepared food in polystyrene packaging and imposed a potentially costly packaging mandate on these businesses.

ACTION

AGENDA ITEM 1
Legislative Action Committee

November 17, 2009

October 2009 LAC Minutes
Legislative Action COMMITTEE

www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz/about.html

Corona Chamber of Commerce

904 East Sixth Street, Corona 92879

(951) 737-3350

Tuesday, October 20, 2009

8:00am

Presiding:

Cynthia Schneider, Chair

2009 Strategic Initiatives

Employee and Employer Issues

Improving Traffic and Transportation Infrastructure

Stimulating the Local Economy

MINUTES
Call to Order and Roll Call


President/CEO Bobby Spiegel called the meeting to order at 8:10am.  Quorum was not met in order to take 
action on pending items under New Business.
	Chair
	Cynthia Schneider
	American Security Bank
	

	
	Jim Bradley
	Consultant
	

	
	Jack Mobilia
	Manufacturer’s Council
	X

	
	Rachel Rola
	As You Like It Event Design/Catering
	X

	
	Chris Miller
	Chris Miller Mortuary
	X

	
	Alex Braicovich
	Waste Management
	

	
	Sandy Klein
	Re/Max All Stars
	

	
	Chad Miller
	Plas-Tech Sealing Tech
	

	
	Ann Poloko
	Financial Investors Group
	X

	
	Javier Vasquez
	Miguel’s Restaurants
	

	
	Mark Krakower
	Kraktronix Laser Craft
	

	
	CC Vest
	Midpoint Bearing
	X

	
	Ken Rivers
	Corona Regional Medical
	

	
	Kathy Walker
	Realtors Association (T.I.G.A.R.)
	X

	Mayor Pro Tem
	Karen Spiegel
	City of Corona
	X

	Assemblymember Jeff Miller’s Office
	Ed Chen

Sam Oh
	
	X

	AQMD
	Todd Warden
	
	

	RCTC
	Aaron Hake

John Standiford
	
	X

	Chamber Chair-Elect
	Kerry Pendergast
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	

	Chamber Chair
	Linda Pearson
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	

	Chamber CEO
	Bobby Spiegel
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	X

	Chamber Staff
	Shaun Lumachi

Jeremy Harris

Denea Breitenbucher
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	X


Chair Report

None.
President & CEO Report


President & CEO Spiegel asked LAC members in attendance to reconfirm their commitment to the LAC for 
next year.  Spiegel discussed (in conjunction with the Mayor Pro-Tem and RCTC report) the proposed 
alternative line of the voter approved High-Speed Rail through Corona and urged the Chamber to support 
and urged the Executive Committee of the Corona Chamber to take action on the issue.  Spiegel announced 
that next month will the annual LAC Planning Session meeting starting at 7am (breakfast to be provided) 
and end 
at 9:00am - 9:30am.  The meeting is scheduled for November 17. 
Mayor Pro-Tem Report
Mayor Pro-Tem Spiegel stated the City is revisiting and researching red light cameras throughout Corona and the various impacts such as costs to implement and continue the system. Furthermore, she discussed the High-Speed Rail line and asked for Chamber’s support. Advised group of public open house tonight (Tuesday) at the Corona Public Library beginning at 3pm until 7pm
Riverside County Transportation Commission Report


Deputy Executive Director presented on agenda item #2 under New Business. Furthermore, urged the LAC 
to send a letter of support for the High Speed Rail line through Corona. 
Local, State, Federal Legislative Staff Updates


Ed Chen, Assembly Member Miller’s Office, reported on the legislature and the Governor calling two 
special sessions on Education and Water.  Assembly Member Miller had three bills signed into law by the 
Governor.  
New Business

1. August 2009 LAC Minutes






ACTION
August 2009 LAC minutes were not included in the October Agenda (No meeting in September) and will be presented for approval at the meeting in November.
2. RCTC Grant Application for City of Corona Job Creation



ACTION 

Discussed the importance of rail separations specific to the TIGER Funds – ACE Grade Separations at Auto Center Drive (Corona) and Iowa Avenue (Riverside).  Sent to the Executive Committee of the Chamber for approval due to lack of quorum.

3. Alliance for a 21st Century Water System





ACTION
Sent to the Executive Committee of the Chamber for approval due to lack of quorum.

4. March Healthcare Development Status Report 




DISCUSSION

Postponed. Speaker was unavailable to present on the issue.

Adjourn

President/CEO Bobby Spiegel adjourned the meeting at 8:55am.
ACTION

AGENDA ITEM 2
Legislative Action Committee

November 17, 2009

Strategic Planning
Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Cynthia Schneider
LAC Chair

Staff Recommended Position


Staff will lead a discussion on the following:

a. Subcommittee Meetings: A day of the week and time will be determined through discussion.
b. LAC Meetings: First Friday Starting in February (LAC will meet on third Tuesday in December and January).
c. 2010 Strategic Initiatives: The LAC will be divided into small working groups to discuss and determine their top three policy priorities for 2010. 
Each group report on their discussion and staff will document the results accordingly. 

Each LAC member will be given three votes to vote for the top three priorities from a list of all suggested priorities. 
Staff will return at the December 2010 LAC meeting with a plan of action based on the top three 2010 Strategic Policy Priorities determined at the November 2009 LAC meeting. 
ACTION

AGENDA ITEM 3
Legislative Action Committee

November 17, 2009

2010 Policy Platform
Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Staff Recommended Position


The LAC will review the current Policy Platform and make changes for the 2010 Legislative year. Any changes 
will be presented to the Board of Directors for approval. 

Background

Each year, the Corona Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee (LAC) develops the Chamber’s legislative priorities. 
Each of the priorities serve as the foundation for the Corona Chamber’s continuing effort to improve the Corona and regional business climate.  
The LAC also uses the policy platform as a guide when reviewing and considering the Chamber’s positions on local, regional, state, and federal issues. 
2009 Policy Platform Priorities
Redevelopment
1. Monitor development projects within the downtown and Corona region.

2. Monitor and review polices that balance private property rights with eminent domain and its impact on the overall community.

3. Support responsible and quality redevelopment of areas that are convincingly proven and documented as blighted and suffering from environmental decay that severely lags in economic vitality compared to the surrounding community.

4. Health and Safety Code Section 33031, describes the conditions in which many people live in our community are adequate and do not require reform. The citizens living in these conditions should have the expectation of a better life in terms of the physical environment and a more robust economic base in the community. 

5. The burdens of blight upon a community should not be a physical and economic liability for a city, with no prospect of improvement since private enterprise acting alone cannot reverse a City’s patterns of decay.

6. The health, safety and general welfare of an entire blighted community should receive more consideration than the private property rights of a small number of persons.

Annexation
7. Monitor community development goals and policies pertaining to how existing development is going to be maintained and enhanced and how new development will occur. 

8. Monitor land use options where lands are to be conserved and where growth will be targeted and specifies the types, densities, and design characteristics of uses to be permitted and a map depicting their distribution.

9. Monitor community design options that specifies strategies for the visual and environmental enhancement of the City's streetscapes and entries.

10. Monitor housing options that specify strategies for the provision of adequate housing for all City residents.

11. Monitor economic development strategies for business retention and attraction.

12. Monitor historical preservation processes for the preservation of the city's historic buildings, sites and landscapes within the city.

Transportation, Infrastructure and the Environment
13. Review and consider policies that address the movement of people and goods including autos, transit, bicycles, and other modes.

14. Review and consider policies that address the provision of public infrastructure including water, sewer, storm drainage, solid waste, electricity, natural gas, and telecommunications.

15. Review and consider policies that address the provision of services to meet resident needs including police, fire, library, schools, and health.

16. Review and consider policies that address the provision of sustainable programs and green initiatives in the City of Corona.
17. Support measures that improve drinking water, adequate water quality and supply, flood control, waterway and natural resource protections, water pollution and contamination controls, state and local park improvements, public access to natural resources, and water conservation efforts.
18. Review and consider reliable, stable, and competitively priced energy supplies for the Corona region and California’s businesses.
19. Review, consider and propose transportation improvement plans that relieve congestion on freeways, streets and roads, and ensure future mobility within the Corona region.

20. Review and consider policies that impact air quality standards and consider their effect on Corona’s regional business community.
Business Attraction and Retention
21. Encourage an adequate supply of appropriate housing to meet the needs of the Corona region and monitor its impact on the Corona business community.

22. Review and consider policies that ensure Corona maintains a reputation as an attractive prosperous location for business; to balance employment and housing needs with natural resource preservation; and to plan and construct the community infrastructure necessary to support current and future business needs.

Cost of Doing Business
23. Review and consider reform measures that solve the state budget’s continuing structural deficit that promotes real economic growth and job creation and its impact on the Corona business community.
 
24. Encourage cooperation among local/regional and state government agencies, and work to streamline and reduce unnecessary requirements of regulatory agencies.

25. Review and consider ways to privatize government services and public contracts while maintaining or improving standards.

26. Review and consider state and local tax changes and new tax categories affecting the Corona business community.

27. Support and promote when appropriate the preparation of cost/benefit analysis ensuring economic impacts are weighed before the imposition of regulatory statutes. 

28. Ensure that regulations on business are kept to a minimum and do not put Corona businesses at a competitive disadvantage.

29. Support local/regional and state programs that secure tax credits for targeted programs.

30. Consider and review policies that promote the outsourcing of essential public services by local/regional and state government agencies.

31. Consider and review legislation that promotes standards of corporate governance that guide boards of directors and corporate officers in managing their corporations in a competent, ethical manner.
 
32. Review and consider measures that reform the extraordinary costs of the state’s public pension system for the sake of the state’s overall fiscal health.

33. Oppose legislative proposals that might cause unwarranted and frivolous lawsuits on Corona businesses, consumers and taxpayers. 

Education and Outreach
34. Continue a working relationship with local, state and federal representatives.

35. Provide opportunities for businesses to increase their knowledge, understanding, and involvement with local, regional and statewide legislative processes.
 

Workforce Issues
36. Support measures that reform our state’s education and vocational systems which encourage workforce preparation.

37. Monitor, provide recommendations and review alternatives to any proposed state minimum wage increases and any local or state living wage ordinances. 

38. Monitor and provide recommendations to the workers’ compensation reform measures which impact costs to Corona businesses.

39. Support responsible health care policy proposals that do not put Corona businesses at a competitive disadvantage and result in increased availability of affordable health care coverage for employers and their employees.

