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Recent Action

November 2010

The Greater Corona Valley Chamber Stops Two Anti-Job Creating Proposals

The Greater Corona Valley Chamber of Commerce opposed two statewide legislative proposals that would have negatively impacted the ability for businesses to maintain and create new jobs. Governor Schwarzenegger vetoed both proposed laws.

AB 1881 would have doubled the liquidated damages that can be awarded against employers in minimum wage actions in court. “The Chamber believes that the availability of liquidated damages in minimum wage claims and any expansion is unjustified and oppressive to the small business owner,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee.

Liquidated damages are a type of punitive damages, equal to the amount of underpaid wages plus interest that are awarded in addition to: 1) the underpaid wages owed; 2) interest on the underpaid wages; and 3) statutory penalties of $100 or $250 per pay period. Given that apart from liquidated damages, employers must make the employee whole and pay a substantial penalty, a further expansion of liquidated damages that the Chamber believes is unjustified. 

Another job killing proposal opposed by the Chamber and vetoed by the Governor is AB 2187 which would have created a new crime subject to punishment with a jail sentence and monetary fines of a minimum of $1,000 up to $10,000 if an employer “willfully fails” to pay, within 90 days, all wages due to an employee who quits or is discharged. This proposed new crime would have been in addition to existing civil penalties. The Chamber believes that AB 2187 would have made criminals out of employers when the employer may have had a legitimate dispute over wage claims. 

The Chamber was concerned with how AB 2187 was proposed. Many of the details of the bill were vague and undefined and could have been construed to apply to wage disputes that are often not resolved until long after 90 days. 

“If these proposed pieces of legislation would have been signed by the Governor, they would have added to the already long list of burdensome regulations impacting Corona businesses,” stated Schneider. 

Log on to www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz for more information.

November 2010

Corona Valley Chamber Stops Card Check Proposal

The Greater Corona Valley Chamber of Commerce opposed SB 1474 that would have expanded unionization by creating a “card check” process in California. The Governor vetoed the bill.

Under SB 1474, the Agricultural Labor Relations Board (ALRB) would have had the power to take a card signed by an employee with the purpose of merely holding an election and creating a certification for the union. There are many reason that an employee might sign authorization cards; including to call for an election, to stop a union organizer from continuing to pester them for their cards or because they were tricked by misrepresentation as to the consequence of signing a card. 

“Ultimately, under the process outlined in SB 1474, the ALRB can convert these signatures into a card check election without the employee’s knowledge. The union never has to disclose to the employee that the result of their signature appearing on this card for another purpose ended up generating a vote for unionization,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee. “This is unfair to the employee, and potentially damaging to employers,” continued Schneider. 

While this bill was limited to California agriculture it was a strategic play to unionize more workers. The Chamber opposes this effort with private sector jobs and continues to oppose the push to force card checks on all employers.

Even the pro-union stalwart and liberal Democratic icon George McGovern has been vocal in his opposition to card check. In 2008, McGovern voiced his concerns in an enduring commentary piece that ran in the Wall Street Journal when card-check legislation first surfaced on Capitol Hill:

“As a longtime friend of labor unions, I must raise my voice against pending legislation I see as a disturbing and undemocratic overreach not in the interest of either management or labor . . . The legislation is called the Employee Free Choice Act, and I am sad to say it runs counter to ideals that were once at the core of the labor movement. Instead of providing a voice for the unheard, EFCA risks silencing those who would speak . . . We [Democrats] cannot be a party that strips working Americans of the right to a secret-ballot election. We are the party that has always defended the rights of the working class. To fail to ensure the right to vote free of intimidation and coercion from all sides would be a betrayal of what we have always championed.”

SB 1474 would have hurt California’s competitiveness and kill jobs. The Chamber was successful in stopping this proposal and thanks the Governor for his veto.

Log on to www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz for more information.
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Friday, October 1, 2010
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Call to Order and Roll Call

Chair Schneider called the meeting to order at 8:00am.

	Chair
	Cynthia Schneider
	American Security Bank
	X

	
	Rachel Rola
	As You Like It Event Design/Catering
	X

	
	Chris Miller
	Thomas Miller Mortuary
	X

	
	Sandy Klein
	Re/Max All Stars
	X

	
	Chad Miller
	Plas-Tech Sealing Tech
	X

	
	Ann Poloko
	Financial Investors Group
	X

	
	Mark Krakower
	Kraktronix Laser Craft
	X

	
	Kathy Walker
	Realtors Association (T.I.G.A.R.)
	X

	
	Mike Timotic
	Parker Hannifin
	

	
	Stephen Rezner
	Miguel's Restaurants
	

	
	S.R. “Al” Lopez
	Western Municipal Water District
	X

	
	Kevan Metcalfe
	Corona Regional Medical Center
	X

	
	
	
	

	
	Larry Grable
	Governor’s Office
	

	
	Stephanie Benvenuto
	Assemblymember Jeff Miller’s Office
	

	
	Mayor Karen Spiegel
	City of Corona
	X

	
	Danielle Soto
	AQMD
	

	
	Todd Warden
	AQMD
	

	
	Aaron Hake
	RCTC
	

	Chamber Chair
	Kerry Pendergast
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	

	Chamber CEO
	Bobby Spiegel
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	X

	Chamber Staff
	Shaun Lumachi

Denea Breitenbucher
	Corona Chamber of Commerce

Corona Chamber of Commerce
	X

X


Chair Discussion Items

Chair Schneider reported on the following recent action items:
· Greater Corona Valley Chamber Supports Expanded Environmental Review Process

· Greater Corona Valley Chamber Positions On November 2010 Ballot Measures

Special Presentation

Assemblymember Jeff Miller discussed issues impacting Corona in the State Capitol.

LAC Meeting Agenda Items

1. September 2010 LAC Minutes







ACTION 

The September 2010 LAC Minutes were approved unanimously.

2. 2011 Strategic Initiatives








ACTION

Action was postponed to the November 2010 LAC Meeting due to the presentation by Assemblymember jeff Miller.
3. 2011 Policy Platform








ACTION
Action was postponed to the November 2010 LAC Meeting due to the presentation by Assemblymember jeff Miller.
4. Current Legislative Positions






INFORMATION

Staff provided a list of the current legislative positions.

Adjourn
Chair Schneider adjourned the meeting at 9:20am.
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November 5, 2010
2011 Strategic Initiatives

Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Cynthia Schneider

LAC Chair

Recommended Position


To review and finalize the 2011 Strategic Initiatives
Background

The LAC members approved Healthcare Reform Impacts, Local, State and Federal Government Regulations and Reform, and Business Attraction and Retention as the 2011 Strategic Initiatives at their September 2010 retreat. Staff prepared the recommended descriptions of each Strategic Initiative and the LAC will review and finalize each today.

Draft 2011 Strategic Initiatives
1. Healthcare Reform Impacts

It is a long standing priority of the Greater Corona Valley Chamber of Commerce to support responsible healthcare infrastructure and insurance policy proposals that result in increased availability of affordable healthcare coverage for employers and their employees. The recent federal healthcare reform legislation signed into law earlier this year will not improve the existing healthcare system, but, the Chamber and many other business organizations believe, would jeopardize the parts of the system that currently work. The Chamber will track additional legislative and regulatory proposals at all levels of government and with as many businesses as possible in 2011 ensure the federal mandate does not place Corona Valley businesses at an economic disadvantage.
2. Local, State and Federal Government Regulations and Reform
The Greater Corona Valley Chamber of Commerce will continue to support efforts towards a part-time legislature; seek ways to reform the Government structure dealing with fiscal reform; eliminate the confusion of a “fee” versus a “tax” when legislation is passed; renew our commitment to working with local legislators to minimize anti-jobs legislation and communicate our efforts with the community; and, oppose state mandated business regulations that put the Corona Valley business community at an economic disadvantage.
3. Business Attraction and Retention
The Greater Corona Valley Chamber of Commerce is committed to assisting, when possible, businesses impacted by the worst recession in our country’s history. The Chamber will support local programs and efforts to attract and retain businesses; oppose efforts to increase business fees and taxes; support programs such as Shop Corona to ensure our local economy remains strong; and, seek opportunities to secure local and state tax incentives to attract and retain businesses in Corona.
ACTION
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Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Staff Recommended Position

The LAC will review the current Policy Platform and make changes for the 2011 Legislative year. Any changes 
will be presented to the Board of Directors for approval. 

Background

· Each year, the Great Corona Valley Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee (LAC) develops the Chamber’s legislative priorities. 

· Each of the priorities serve as the foundation for the Corona Chamber’s continuing effort to improve the Corona and regional business climate.  

· The LAC also uses the policy platform as a guide when reviewing and considering the Chamber’s positions on local, regional, state, and federal issues. 

Review and Revise 2010 Policy Platform
Redevelopment / Development
1. Monitor development projects within the downtown and Corona region.

2. Monitor proposed private property rights legislation that may or may not and review polices that balance private property rights with eminent domain and its impact on the overall community.

3. Support responsible and quality redevelopment of areas that are convincingly proven and documented as blighted and suffering from environmental decay that severely lags in economic vitality compared to the surrounding community.

4. Health and Safety Code Section 33031, describes the conditions in which many people live in our community are adequate and do not require reform. The citizens living in these conditions should have the expectation of a better life in terms of the physical environment and a more robust economic base in the community. 

5. The burdens of blight upon a community should not be a physical and economic liability for a city, with no prospect of improvement since private enterprise acting alone cannot reverse a City’s patterns of decay.

6. The health, safety and general welfare of an entire blighted community should receive more consideration than the private property rights of a small number of persons.

Annexation
7. Monitor community development goals and policies pertaining to how existing development is going to be maintained and enhanced and how new development will occur. 

8. Monitor land use options where lands are to be conserved and where growth will be targeted and specifies the types, densities, and design characteristics of uses to be permitted and a map depicting their distribution.

9. Monitor community design options that specify strategies for the visual and environmental enhancement of the City's streetscapes and entries.

10. Monitor and support incentives for an adequate supply of housing, housing affordability and the choices of home types that meet the needs of the Corona business community and their employees.

11. Monitor economic development strategies for business retention and attraction.

12. Monitor historical preservation processes for the preservation of the city's historic buildings, sites and landscapes within the city.

Transportation, Infrastructure and the Environment
13. Review and consider policies that address the movement of people and goods including autos, transit, bicycles, and other modes.

14. Review and consider policies that address the provision of public infrastructure including water, sewer, storm drainage, solid waste, electricity, natural gas, telecommunications, and solar and wind alternatives. 

15. Review and consider policies that address the provision of services to meet resident needs including police, fire, library, schools, and health.

16. Review and consider policies that address the provision of sustainable programs and green initiatives in the City of Corona.

17. Support measures that improve drinking water, adequate water quality and supply, flood control, waterway and natural resource protections, water pollution and contamination controls, state and local park improvements, public access to natural resources, and water conservation efforts.

18. Review and consider reliable, stable, and competitively priced energy supplies for the Corona region and California’s businesses.

19. Review, consider and propose transportation improvement plans that relieve congestion on freeways, streets and roads, and ensure future mobility within the Corona region.

20. Review and consider policies that impact air quality standards and consider their effect on Corona’s regional business community.

Business Attraction and Retention
21. Encourage an adequate supply of appropriate housing to meet the needs of the Corona region and monitor its impact on the Corona business community.

22. Review and consider policies that ensure Corona maintains a reputation as an attractive prosperous location for business; to balance employment and housing needs with natural resource preservation; and to plan and construct the community infrastructure necessary to support current and future business needs.

Cost of Doing Business
23. Review and consider reform measures that solve the state budget’s continuing structural deficit that promotes real economic growth and job creation and its impact on the Corona business community.
 
24. Encourage cooperation among local/regional and state government agencies, and work to streamline and reduce unnecessary requirements of regulatory agencies.

25. Review and consider ways to privatize government services and public contracts while maintaining or improving standards.

26. Review and consider state and local tax changes and new tax categories affecting the Corona business community.

27. Support and promote when appropriate the preparation of cost/benefit analysis ensuring economic impacts are weighed before the imposition of regulatory statutes. 

28. Ensure that regulations on business are kept to a minimum and do not put Corona businesses at a competitive disadvantage.

29. Support local/regional and state programs that secure tax credits and tax incentives for targeted programs.

30. Consider and review policies that promote the outsourcing of essential public services by local/regional and state government agencies.

31. Consider and review legislation that promotes standards of corporate governance that guide boards of directors and corporate officers in managing their corporations in a competent, ethical manner.
 
32. Review and consider measures that reform the extraordinary costs of the state’s public pension system for the sake of the state’s overall fiscal health.

33. Oppose legislative proposals that might cause unwarranted and frivolous lawsuits on Corona businesses, consumers and taxpayers. 

Education and Outreach
34. Continue a working relationship with local, state and federal representatives.

35. Provide opportunities for businesses to increase their knowledge, understanding, and involvement with local, regional and statewide legislative processes.
 

Workforce Issues
36. Support measures that reform our state’s education and vocational systems which encourage workforce preparation.

37. Monitor, provide recommendations and review alternatives to any proposed state minimum wage increases and any local or state living wage ordinances. 

38. Monitor and provide recommendations to the workers’ compensation reform measures which impact costs to Corona businesses.

39. Support responsible health care policy proposals that do not put Corona businesses at a competitive disadvantage and result in increased availability of affordable health care coverage for employers and their employees.

INFORMATION

AGENDA ITEM 4
Legislative Action Committee

November 5, 2010
2010 Vote Records
Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs
The Greater Corona Valley Chamber of Commerce – 2010 Vote Records

2010 Report: State Representatives Continue To Support Pro-Business Proposals Corona
The Greater Corona Valley Chamber of Commerce is pleased to report that its advocacy agenda in 2010, which involved analyzing, directly supporting, and tracking 29 proposed laws with provisions pertinent to our business community, enjoyed great success.

“Corona State Legislators – Senator Bill Emmerson and Assembly Member Jeff Miller – continue to work hard for the Greater Corona business community,” stated, Kerry Pendergast Chair of the Corona Chamber’s Board of Directors. “The Chamber once again took the lead in 2010 to work with both of our leaders and to inform them of our local business community’s point of view on important issues. We are very fortunate to have such pro-business individuals representing our efforts in Sacramento on critical legislative issues impacting our members,” Pendergast continued. 

“This is our fifth vote record published since creating the LAC Committee in 2006.  These vote records demonstrate our ability to continue to hold our elected officials accountable to members of our business community,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Corona Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee. “We will continue our efforts next year when the Legislature reconvenes in January 2011,” continued Schneider.

The Greater Corona Valley Chamber lobbied during this year’s legislative session for our legislators to OPPOSE 16 legislative proposals and SUPPORT 13.  The Greater Corona Chamber’s positions on each of the 29 legislative proposals are available online at www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz including summaries and explanations of most proposals, as well as the reasons why the Greater Corona Valley Chamber of Commerce opposed and supported each of proposals.

To reach the “Percentage FOR pro-jobs legislation,” the Chamber tallied the number of times our legislators voted with the Chamber’s position on each proposal and divided that total by the total number of proposals in which each legislator voted.  A legislative proposal is not figured into the vote record percentage if a legislator, for whatever reason, did not vote or if the proposal failed before the legislator had an opportunity to vote. The Governor’s final decision on whether or not the legislative proposal becomes law is also included.

Log on to: www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz to get details on the Vote Record and other issues tracked throughout the legislative year in 2010.

Summary of Votes

	
	FOR 
Pro-jobs legislation
	AGAINST Pro- jobs legislation
	Percentage FOR Pro-jobs legislation

	State Senator Bill Emmerson*
	11
	2
	85%

	Assembly Member Jeff Miller
	14
	2
	88%

	Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
	8
	3
	73%


2010 Vote Record – In Depth

Not voting = Elected official did not vote.

N/A  = Potential new law died before elected official had an opportunity to vote or in the case of the Governor the potential new law did not reach his desk.
*State Senator Bill Emmerson was elected in the June 8, 2010 special election and sworn into office the next day. He was previously the California State Assemblyman representing a district outside of Corona. He was eligible to only vote on a few bills for the remainder of the 2010 legislative session.

AB 212 Saldana (D) Energy: Building Standards: Zero Net Energy Buildings 

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator Bill Emmerson
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

AB 482 Mendoza (D) Employment: Credit Reports

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator Bill Emmerson
NO

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
NO

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
VETOED

AB 656 Torrico (D) Higher Education Corporation: Oil and Gas Severance Tax

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator Bill Emmerson
NO

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
NO

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

AB 898 Lieu (D) Documents: Notaries Public: Solicitations

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator Bill Emmerson
NO

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
NO

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
VETOED

AB 1594 Huber (D) Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta: Peripheral Canal

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator Bill Emmerson
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

AB 1778 Lieu (D) State Agency Promotions: Commercials

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator Bill Emmerson
NO

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
NO

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
VETOED

AB 1805 Calderon C (D)  Environment: California Environmental Quality Act

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator Bill Emmerson
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

AB 1846 Perez V (D) Environment: Expedited Environmental Review

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator Bill Emmerson
YES

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
YES

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
SIGNED

AB 1881 Monning (D) Recovery of Wages: Liquidated Damages

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator Bill Emmerson
NO

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
NO

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
VETOED

AB 1998 Brownley (D) Solid Waste: Single Use Carryout Bags

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator Bill Emmerson
NO

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
NO

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

AB 2098 Miller (R) Riverside County Transportation Commission: Contracts

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator Bill Emmerson
YES

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
YES

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
SIGNED

AB 2138 Chesbro (D) Product Management: Single-use Recyclable Packaging

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator Bill Emmerson
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

AB 2187 Arambula (I) Employment: Payment of Wages

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator Bill Emmerson
NO

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
NO

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
VETOED

AB 2283 Miller (R) Disposition of Human Remains: Alkaline Hydrolysis

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator Bill Emmerson
YES

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
YES

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

AB 2492 Ammiano (D) Property Taxation: Change in Ownership

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator Bill Emmerson
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
NO

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

ACA 28 Nestande (R) State Budget: Certification

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator Bill Emmerson
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

ACA 30 Jeffries (R) Lieutenant Governor: Elimination of Office

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator Bill Emmerson
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

ACA 31 Jeffries (R) Floor Sessions: Appropriate Hours

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator Bill Emmerson
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

SB 657 Steinberg (D) Human Trafficking

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator Bill Emmerson
NO

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
NO

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
SIGNED

SB 810 Leno (D) Single-Payer Health Care Coverage

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator Bill Emmerson
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
NO

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

SB 885 Corbett (D) Gift Certificates: Redemption

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator Bill Emmerson
NO

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
NO

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
VETOED

SB 967 Correa (D) Public Contracts: Recovery and Reinvestment Act

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator Bill Emmerson
NO 

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
NO

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
VETOED

SB 974 Steinberg (D) Income and Corporations Tax: Hiring and Career Credit

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator Bill Emmerson
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

SB 1010 Correa (D) Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator Bill Emmerson
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

SB 1036 Cedillo (D) Tax Administration: Disclosure Information

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator Bill Emmerson
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

SB 1335
Cox (R) Employment: Working Hours

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator Bill Emmerson
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

SB 1474 Steinberg (D) Labor Representatives: Elections

Corona Chamber


Oppose

State Senator Bill Emmerson
NOT VOTING

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
NO

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
VETOED

SB 5 f Hollingsworth (R) Sales and Use Tax exclusion: trade-in motor vehicle

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator Bill Emmerson
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A

SB 66 h Cox (R) Employment: Working Hours

Corona Chamber


Support

State Senator Bill Emmerson
N/A

Assembly Member Jeff Miller
N/A

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
N/A
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