Legislative Action COMMITTEE

www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz/about.html

Corona Chamber of Commerce

904 East Sixth Street, Corona 92879

(951) 737-3350

Tuesday, August 21, 2007

8:00am

Presiding:

Cynthia Schneider, Chair

2007 Strategic Initiatives

Improve Communication with the Business Community

Increase Knowledge, Understanding, and Involvement with the Legislative Process

Seek Opportunities to Form Coalitions with Community and Regional Organizations

Call to Order and Roll Call

Chair’s Report

· Update on Focus Groups

President & CEO’s Report

New Business

1. July 2007 Minutes






ACTION

2. 2008 Propositions





INFORMATION

3. Legislative Report #6






ACTION

Local, State, Federal Legislative Staff Updates

Announcements

Adjourn

ACTION

Agenda Item 1

Legislative Action Committee

August 21, 2007
July 2007 Minutes

INFORMATION
Agenda Item 2
Legislative Action Committee

August 21, 2007

2008 Propositions

Presentation

Shaun Lumachi


Director of Government Affairs

Recommended Positions

None

Background

As of August 14, 2007, the following is a detailed outline of the 2008 proposition schedule.
Qualified Propositions: February 5, 2008 Presidential Primary Election Ballot 

Transportation Funding
Prohibits retention of funds earmarked for the Transportation Investment Fund in the General Fund for use unrelated to transportation after 7/1/08. Requires repayment by 6/30/17 of transportation funds retained in the General Fund in years prior to 2007-08. Eliminates General Fund borrowing of specified transportation funds, except for cash-flow purposes (repayment required within 30 days of adoption of budget); current law allows borrowing for three years where Governor declares transfer would cause significant negative fiscal impact on governmental functions and Legislature enacts authorizing statute. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local governments: No revenue or cost effects. Increases stability of funding to transportation in 2007-08 and thereafter; reduces somewhat the state’s flexibility to use specified transportation funds for other (nontransportation) activities. 

Community College Funding
Establishes in state constitution a system of independent public community college districts and Board of Governors. Generally, requires minimum levels of state funding for school districts and community college districts to be calculated separately, using different criteria and separately appropriated. Allocates 10.46 percent of current Proposition 98 school funding maintenance factor to community colleges. Sets community college fees at $15/unit per semester; limits future fee increases. Provides formula for allocation by Legislature to community college districts that would not otherwise receive general fund revenues through community college apportionment. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local governments: Potential increases in state spending on K-14 education of about $135 million in 2007-08, $275 million in 2008-09, and $470 million in 2009-2010, with unknown impact annually thereafter. Annual loss of fee revenues to community colleges of about $71 million in 2007-08, with unknown impacts annually thereafter

Qualified Propositions: June 3, 2008 Statewide Direct Primary Election Ballot 

None
Qualified Propositions: November 4, 2008 General Election Ballot 

Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act for the 21st Century.*

*Note: The Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act for the 21st Century was originally scheduled to appear on the November 2, 2004, General Election ballot. Subsequently, Senate Bill 1169, Chapter 71, Statutes of 2004, provided that it appear on the November 7, 2006, General Election ballot. However, most recently, Assembly Bill 713, Chapter 44, Statutes of 2006, provides for the submission of this Act on the November 4, 2008, General Election ballot instead.

Pending Propositions

Limits on Legislators’ Terms in Office
Reduces the total amount of time a person may serve in the state legislature from 14 years to 12 years. Allows a person to serve a total of 12 years either in the Assembly, the Senate, or a combination of both. Provides a transition period to allow current members to serve a total of 12 consecutive years in the house in which they are currently serving, regardless of any prior service in another house. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local governments: This measure would have no direct fiscal effect on state or local governments.

Wealth Tax 

Imposes one-time 45% tax on value of property exceeding $40 million held anywhwere by California resident of held in California by non-resident. Imposes one-time tax (between 26.5% and 44.3%) on property exceeding $5 million when resident dies or leaves California. Imposes additional 17.5% tax on income exceeding $150,000 single/$250,000 married, increasing to 35% when income exceeds $1 million single/$2 million married. Creates new tax credits. Requires State to acquire majority shares of certain named corporation to influence environmental practices. Exempts new revenues from determination of education funding requirements. Summary of estimate Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local governments: One-time increase in state revenues potentially in the low hundreds of billions of dollars from imposition of a wealth tax, and ongoing increase in state revenues potentially in the low tens of billions from imposition of the tax on certain people leaving the state. This revenue would be allocated to accomplish various goals related to environmental protection. Potential annual net increase in PIT revenues in the tens of billions of dollars annually. The first $7.5 billion annually would be allocated to the state General Fund with additional revenue allocated for environmental protection. Unknown but potentially state and local revenue reduction due to changes in taxpayer behavior. 

Workers’ Compensation

Entitles workers injured “because of” their employment to receive medical treatment ordered from an unlimited number of licensed medical practitioners as chosen by the worker and without regard to the nature or location of practitioner. Eliminates need for preapproval of treatment provided that worker gives employer written notice of injury and employer does not file documents contesting liability. Eliminates employers’ right to challenge treatment, pharmaceuticals, or diagnostic evaluations. Provides for payment of services within 60 days and in accordance with established schedule of charges. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local governments: Increased annual state and local government costs—potentially in the mid-hundreds of millions of dollars—for workers’ compensation benefits for their employees. 

Redistricting 

Amends process for redistricting California’s Legislature, Board of Equalization, and U.S. House of Representative districts. Establishes Citizens Redistricting Commission comprised of 11 qualified registered voters formed by the Secretary of State pursuant to detailed selection process. Requires Commission to submit redistricting plan, consistent with specified criteria, after each national census. Requires Commission to hold public hearings and receive public input before finalizing the redistricting plan. Requires legal challenges to be made within 45 days of certification of plan. Subjects adopted plan to challenge by referendum. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local governments: Potentially increased redistricting costs every ten years—probably of less than $1 million. Any such costs would be accommodated within the Legislature’s existing budget. 

Redistricting 
Amends process for redistricting California’s Legislature, Board of Equalization, and U.S. House of Representative districts. Establishes Citizens Redistricting Commission comprised of 11 qualified registered voters formed by the Secretary of State pursuant to detailed selection process. Requires Commission to submit redistricting plan, consistent with specified criteria, after each national census. Requires Commission to hold public hearings and receive public input before finalizing the redistricting plan. Requires legal challenges to be made within 45 days of certification of plan. Subjects adopted plan to challenge by referendum. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local governments: Potential reduction in redistricting expenses of a few hundred thousand dollars every ten years. 

Reimbursement of Legislators' Expenses 

Prohibits payment of per diem or any other compensation to Legislators for living expenses incurred in the performance of their legislative duties. Restricts reimbursement for travel expenses when the Legislature is in recess for more than three days to expenses incurred while traveling to and from certain meetings, conferences or other legislative functions held at least 20 miles from the legislator’s residence. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: Reduced legislative living expenses of about $4.5 million annually. 

Ban on Legislators’ Acceptance of Anything of Value from Lobbyists or Entities Who Employ Lobbyists 
Bans legislators from accepting anything from: (1) entities that are members of trade associations that employ a lobbyist or lobbying firm; (2) entities that engaged a lobbyist or lobbying firm during the preceding 12 months; or (3) lobbyists or lobbying firms. Requires public funds to be used to reimburse expenses for legislators who participate in a public policy meeting, conference or symposium funded, in whole or part, by a lobbyist, lobbying firm, lobbyist employer or trade association. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: This measure would have no significant fiscal impact. 

Training for Mandated Reporters of Child Abuse and Neglect
Requires school districts and county offices of education that employ persons who are required by law to report child abuse to train all employees and such training shall include the procedure for identifying and reporting child abuse and neglect. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: Cost to Schools. Potential one-time costs ranging from less than $1 million to $45 million and potential ongoing costs ranging from less than $1 million to $4 million. Child Welfare and Foster Care Costs. Potential increased costs ranging from about $0.3 million to nearly $3 million for the state and ranging from about $0.2 million to about $2 million for counties. Costs to State Courts and Local Law Enforcement. Potential increased costs of less than $1 million to state courts and local law enforcement agencies. (Initiative 07-0012.) (Full Text) 

Marriage 
Amends the California Constitution to provide that only marriage between one man and one woman is valid or recognized in California. Prohibits decreasing marriage rights shared by one man and one woman. Voids or makes unenforceable certain rights and obligations conferred by California law on same-sex and heterosexual couples registered as domestic partners, concerning subject areas including, but not limited to, community property, intestate succession, stepparent adoption, child custody, child support, hospital visitation, health care decisions for an incapacitated partner, insurance benefits, death benefits, and recovery for wrongful death. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: Unknown, but potential increased costs for state and local governments. The impact would depend in large part on future court interpretations. 

Government Acquisition, Regulation of Private Property 
Bars state and local governments from condemning or damaging private property for private uses. Prohibits rent control and similar measures. Prohibits deference to government in property rights cases. Defines “just compensation.” Requires an award of attorneys fees and costs if a property owner obtains a judgment for more than the amount offered by the government. Requires government to offer to original owner of condemned property the right to repurchase property at condemned price when property is put to substantially different use than was publicly stated. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: Increased costs to many governments due to the measure’s restrictions. The fiscal effect on most governments probably would not be significant. 

Mandatory Reporting of Pregnancies and Sexually Transmitted Infections in Minors as Abuse

Requires that pregnancy of, diagnosis of sexually transmitted infection in, or miscarriage or abortion by, minor under 16 be defined and reported as evidence of criminal child abuse. Requires mandated reporters to state whether they believe sexual abuse occurred and to preserve physical evidence. Prevents courts from changing reporting requirements. Prohibits state payment for medical services unless reporting requirements are met. Criminalizes attempts to prevent reporting. Requires warning sign be posted in specified medical offices. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: Health and Social Services Costs. Annual costs in the range of $4 million to $5 million for the state and about $2 million for counties, and potential one-time Medi-Cal automation costs unlikely to exceed a few million dollars. Costs to Local Law Enforcement and Courts. Annual costs in the range of $5 million to $6 million per year. Potential Offsetting Savings. Unknown, potential savings to the state in health care and public assistance costs from decreases in sexually transmitted diseases and teen pregnancy.

Requirements for Presidential Electors. Statute.
Requires political parties to nominate a presidential elector from each congressional district and two additional statewide electors. Requires presidential electors to pledge that they will cast their ballots for the presidential and vice-presidential candidates who receive the plurality of votes in their congressional districts or, in the case of the statewide electors, for the candidates who receive the plurality of votes in the state. Eliminates compensation and reimbursement for travel expenses for presidential electors. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: Reduced state expenses of less than $10,000 every four years. 

Eminent Domain 

Bars state and local governments from using eminent domain to acquire an owner-occupied residence, as defined, for conveyance to a private person or business entity. Creates exceptions for public work or improvement, public health and safety protection, and crime prevention. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: The measure would likely not have a significant fiscal impact on state or local governments. 
Candidate Vote Requirement and Runoff Elections
Mandates a runoff election when no candidate in a state or federal election receives more than 50 percent of the total votes cast for that office. Allows for exceptions in local elections. Allows candidates unaffiliated with a recognized political party to qualify for specified state and federal offices by gathering signatures from the voters who would be represented by the candidate. Establishes different signature requirements for qualification depending on whether the candidate has assistance from volunteers or professionals when gathering signatures. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: Potential increase of state and county election expenses in the tens of millions of dollars for every four-year election cycle. 

Marriage. 
Provides that only marriage between one man and one woman is valid or recognized in California. Prohibits decreasing marriage rights shared by one man and one woman. Defines man and woman. Voids or makes unenforceable certain rights and obligations conferred by California law on same-sex and opposite-sex couples registered as domestic partners, concerning subject areas including, but not limited to, community property, intestate succession, stepparent adoption, child custody, child support, hospital visitation, health care decisions for an incapacitated partner, insurance benefits, death benefits, and recovery for wrongful death. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: Unknown, but potential increased costs for state and local governments. The impact would depend in large part on future court interpretations. 
Limit on Marriage

Amends the California Constitution to provide that only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or recognized in California. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: The measure would have no fiscal effect on state or local governments. This is because there would be no change to the manner in which marriages are currently recognized by the state. 

Limit on Marriage

Amends the California Constitution to provide that only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or recognized in California. Further amends the California Constitution to state that the amendment shall not affect the rights, benefits and obligations conferred by California law on other domestic relationships. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: The measure would have no fiscal effect on state or local governments. This is because there would be no change to the manner in which marriages are currently recognized by the state. 

Internet Poker

Creates a State-owned Internet poker site. Provides that 90 percent of net revenues be distributed to cities and counties for street repairs and 10 percent of net revenues be allocated to the California Gambling Addiction Program Fund. Allows players age 21 and over to participate. Requires Governor to appoint a Director responsible for the site. Requires that games be similar to prevailing online and live poker room practices. Allows participation from outside the State where not prohibited by law. Authorizes revenue sharing and player base agreements with states, localities and California Indian tribes. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: Unknown increase in revenues for (1) cities and counties to use for pothole and street repair and (2) the state to use for gambling addiction assistance programs. This increase could easily be in the tens of millions of dollars annually. Unknown reduction in other tax and gambling-related revenues for the state and local governments. This reduction could offset a significant amount of the net revenues from the state poker site. 

Tangible Ballots

Amends definition of “ballot” to confirm that votes on a direct-recording electronic device must result in a paper or other tangible ballot. Eliminates the touchscreen on a direct-recording electronic device from the definition of “ballot.” Expands definition of “ballot” to include physical objects that may be indelibly marked by voters’ physical action and are susceptible to counting through use of ordinary physical senses. Does not prohibit use of legally approved methods of voting or vote counting, so long as tangible physical object results. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: One-time costs potentially in the tens of millions of dollars to replace or alter voting equipment.
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Recommended Additions

Employee Relations
	AB 437
	AUTHOR:
	Jones (D)

	 
	TITLE:
	Employment Discrimination

	 
	LOCATION:
	Senate Third Reading File

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Specifies that when a cause of action for unlawful discrimination or unlawful employment practice with respect to compensation accrues for determining whether a complaint was filed within statutory guidelines.

	 
	
	

	 
	Commentary:
	

	 
	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"

	 
	Recommended

Position:
	Oppose


	 SB 549
	AUTHOR:
	Corbett (D)

	 
	TITLE:
	Employees Right to Bereavement Leave

	 
	FILE:
	107

	 
	LOCATION:
	Assembly Third Reading File

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Relates to existing law that provides employees with the right to take time off work without discharge or discrimination for a number of reasons. Adds the right to inquire about, request, or take time off for bereavement leave. Provides for state employees, if this leave conflicts with a memorandum of understanding, the terms of the memorandum would be controlling.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Oppose


Current Positions

For a more detailed view of each current position, log on to: www.coronaadvocacy.biz/2007/2007legislation.html
· AB 338 (COTO) TEMPORARY DISABILITY AND UTILIZATION REVIEW: OPPOSE

· AB 504 (SWANSON) LOCKOUTS: OPPOSE

· AB 1117 (BENOIT) OUTDOOR ADVERTISING: SUPPORT

· AB 1131 (JEFFRIES) JOINT POWERS AGREEMENTS: JOINT POWERS AGENCIES: SUPPORT

· AB 1240 (BENOIT) RIVERSIDE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION: SUPPORT

· AB 1285 (PARRA) CLEAN EQUIPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY INITIATIVE: SUPPORT

· AB 1293 (BENOIT) WORKERS' COMPENSATION: LIQUIDATION ESTATE: SUPPORT 

· AB 1295 (SPITZER) TOLL LANES ON I-15 AND SR-91 IN RIVERSIDE COUNTY: SUPPORT

· AB 1341 (BENOIT) TEMPORARY DISABILITY: SUPPORT

· AB 1364 (BENOIT) WORKERS’ COMPENSATION: SUPPORT

· AB 1554 (JONES) HEALTHCARE COVERAGE: RATE APPROVAL: OPPOSE

· AB 1636 (MENDOZA) SUPPLEMENTAL JOB DISPLACEMENT VOUCHERS: OPPOSE

· AB 266 (CALDERON) MORONGO COMPACT AMENDMENT: SUPPORT

· AB 291 (JEFFRIES) STATE HIGHWAY ROUTE 74: RELINQUISHMENT: SUPPORT

· AB 39 (BENOIT) UNDOCUMENTED CRIMINAL ALIENS: INCARCERATION: SUPPORT 

· AB 493 (RUSKIN) VEHICLE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS: INCENTIVE PROGRAM: OPPOSE 

· AB 512 (LIEBER) CONTRACTS: OPPOSE 

· AB 644 (DYMALLY) MEDICAL TREATMENT UTILIZATION REVIEW: OPPOSE

· AJR 14 (JEFFRIES) CUSTOMS DUTIES AND IMPORTATION REVENUES: SUPPORT

· Federal Legislation: HR 1108 (WAXMAN/DAVIS) SMOKING PREVENTION ACT: SUPPORT

· SB 55 (FLOREZ)  RELIABLE WATER SUPPLY BOND ACT OF 2008: OPPOSE 

· SB 59 (COGDILL) RELIABLE WATER SUPPLY BOND ACT OF 2008: SUPPORT

· SB 140 (KEHOE) VEHICULAR AIR POLLUTION: RENEWABLE DIESEL FUEL: OPPOSE

· SB 180 (MIGDEN) LABOR REPRESENTATIVES: ELECTIONS: OPPOSE

· SB 210 (KEHOE) GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS: FUEL STANDARDS: OPPOSE

· SB 375 (STEINBERG) TRANSPORTATION PLANNING: OPPOSE

· SB 24 (TORLAKSON) TOBACCO PRODUCT ENVIRONMENTAL SMOKE FEE: OPPOSE 

· SB 201 (FLOREZ) LEAFY GREEN VEGETABLE CROP SAFETY: OPPOSE

· SB 412 (SIMITIAN) sTATE ENERGY RESOURCES CONSERVATION & dEV. cOMMISSION: OPPOSE

· SB 423 (HARMAN) EXEMPLARY DAMAGES: SUPPORT

· SB 494 (KEHOE) VEHICULAR AIR POLLUTION CONTROL: CLEAN ALTERNATIVE: OPPOSE

· SB 622 (PADILLA) eMPLOYMENT: MISCLASSIFICATION OF EMPLOYEES: OPPOSE

· SB 747 (CORBETT) DISABLED PERSONS: EQUAL ACCESS RIGHTS: SUPPORT

· SB 831 (LOWENTHAL) WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS REGULATIONS: OPPOSE

· SB 840 (KUEHL) GOVERNMENT RUN SOCIALIZED HEALTHCARE SYSTEM: OPPOSE

· SB 899 (SIMITIAN) PACKAGING MATERIALS: OPPOSE

· SB 936 (PERATA) PERMANENT DISABILITY INCREASE: OPPOSE

· SB 942 (MIGDEN) WORKERS’ COMPENSATION: OPPOSE

· SB 974 (lowenthal) Ports: regulatory TAX: OPPOSE
