Legislative Action COMMITTEE
www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz/about.html
Corona Chamber of Commerce

904 East Sixth Street, Corona 92879

(951) 737-3350
Tuesday, December 19, 2006
8:00am
Presiding:
Tom Kenney, Chair
2007 Strategic Initiatives
Improve Communication with the Business Community

Increase Knowledge, Understanding, and Involvement with the Legislative Process

Seek Opportunities to Form Coalitions with Community and Regional Organizations

Call to Order and Roll Call

Chair’s Report
President & CEO’s Report

New Business

1. November 2006 Minutes





ACTION
2. 2007 Government Affairs Membership Survey Results

INFORMATION

3. 2007 Policy Platform





ACTION
4. Health Care in California




DISCUSSION/ACTION
Old Business

Local, State, Federal Legislative Staff Updates

Announcements

Adjourn
ACTION
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NOVEMBER 2006 MINUTES

LEGISLATIVE ACTION COMMITTEE

2006-2007 RETREAT

www.coronaadvocacy.biz/about.html

MINUTES

8:00am – 1:00pm

Tuesday, November 21, 2006

Corona Chamber of Commerce

Conference Room

904 East Sixth Street

Corona, CA 92879
Meeting was called to order by Chair Kenney at 8:00am
Attendees:

	
	
	
	Attended

	Chair
	Tom Kenney
	Key, Freeman and Kenney Agency
	X

	Chamber Chairman of the Board
	Cynthia Schneider
	American Security Bank
	X

	
	Alex Braicovich
	Waste Management
	X

	
	Dick Campbell
	RC Product Development
	X

	
	John Couts
	Couts Heating and Cooling, Inc.
	

	
	Frank Emerson
	Dos Lagos
	X

	
	Sandy Klein
	Re/Max All Stars
	

	
	Rick May
	Jardine Products
	

	
	Chad Miller
	Plas-Tech Sealing Tech
	X

	
	Chris Miller
	Thomas Miller Mortuary
	X

	
	Jay Murphy
	Transglobal Consulting LLC
	X

	
	Ann Poloko
	Financial Investors Group
	X

	
	Javier Vasquez
	Miguel’s Restaurants
	X

	
	CC Vest
	Midpoint Bearing
	X

	
	Sue Wakefield
	ASJ Industrial Hose and Fittings
	

	Chamber President
	Bobby Spiegel
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	X

	Chamber 
	Shaun Lumachi
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	X


5. Let’s Get Moving Campaign




ACTION

Aaron Hake, Government Affairs Analyst with the Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC) presented the top priorities of the RCTC. Hake also invited the Corona Chamber to play an active role in communicating the top priorities of the RCTC with the Corona Chamber membership and regional business community. The LAC discussed their potential involvement in the form of a “Let’s Get Moving Campaign.”

M/S – unanimous - to approve the following:

The Corona Chamber will assist RCTC by promoting these corridors to CalTrans and the California Transportation Commission (CTC) as high priorities for state investment.

The Corona Chamber recognizes that goods movement is a priority and work with the RCTC in their effort to develop a fund strategy to accommodate goods movement and funding grade separations, including Corona’s high priority crossings..

The Corona Chamber supports the Perris Valley Line and the expansion of the Metrolink rail network.  The Chamber will work with the RCTC to promote the traffic relief that increased commuter rail service will bring to Riverside County.

The Corona Chamber supports the Mid County Parkway and work with the RCTC to promote the traffic relief it will bring to Riverside County and Corona residents and businesses.

The Corona Chamber supports RCTC’s efforts to deliver Measure A projects to the taxpayers of Riverside County. The Corona Chamber will also support the efforts of the Western Riverside Council of Governments in supporting the TUMF program.

6. Operating Procedures Review




INFORMATION 
The LAC reviewed its current operating procedures and did not discuss any potential changes.

7. 2007 Government Affairs Membership Survey Results

INFORMATION

The LAC discussed the membership results and determined that they needed the results to be revised due to a unclear results. The revised results will be brought back at the December 2006 LAC meeting.
8. 2007 Policy Platform





ACTION
The LAC reviewed and discussed the staff recommended revisions to the policy platform.
Meeting adjourned at 9:10am
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2007 government affairs Membership Survey RESULTS

Presentation

Tom Kenney

LAC Chair

2007 Strategic Initiative

Improve Communication with the Business Community

Background
At the October 2006 LAC meeting, the LAC directed staff to issue a survey to the membership on the top eight public policy priorities for 2006. At the November 2006 LAC meeting, the LAC discussed the membership results and determined that they needed the results to be revised due to a unclear results. The revised results follow.

Recommended Action

None.

Government Affairs Membership Survey
The Legislative Action Committee is establishing its platform for 2007. We would like to know what you think are the most important issues affecting Corona. Please rank the following: 1 to 8

1 = most important ----- 8 = least important

Annexation
 


Business Attraction
 


Cost of Doing Business
 


Downtown Redevelopment
 


Education
 


Issues that Impact Business
 


Transportation
 


Workforce Issues
 


Government Affairs Membership Survey Results





Total Votes
Average score
Downtown Redevelopment
101

3.16

Transportation


123

3.84

Cost of Doing Business

127

3.97

Issues that Impact Business
130

4.06

Business Attraction

131

4.09

Education


155

4.84

Workforce Issues


174

5.44

Annexation


211

6.59

Ballots received
32
ACTION
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2007 policy platform
Presentation

Tom Kenney

LAC Chair

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

2007 Strategic Initiative

Improve Communication with the Business Community

Increase Knowledge, Understanding, and Involvement with the Legislative Process

Background

Each year, pursuant to the Corona Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee (LAC) Operating Procedures, the LAC shall develop the Corona Chamber’s legislative priorities. Each of the policy goals shall serve as the foundation for the Corona Chamber’s continuing effort to improve the Corona and regional business climate.

The Corona Chamber will use the policy platform to review and consider local, statewide, and when appropriate, federal legislation and communicate the information to the Corona Chamber’s membership. 


At the October 2006 LAC meeting, the LAC approved the following eight areas as its 2007 public policy priority areas:

1. Downtown Redevelopment;

2. Transportation;

3. Cost of Doing Business;
4. Business Attraction;

5. Annexation;

6. Education;

7. Workforce Issues;

8. Business Retention.
At the October 2006 LAC meeting, the LAC directed staff to revise the 2007 Policy Platform so that each issue area aligns with the top eight legislative priorities for 2007. 

At the November 2006 LAC meeting, the LAC discussed the 2007 Policy Platform. 

Recommended Action

The LAC approves the following 2007 Policy Platform and recommends its approval to the Corona Chamber Board of Directors.

Draft 2007 Policy Platform
Recommended 2007 Policy Platform Priorities
1. Redevelopment;

2. Transportation, Infrastructure and the Environment;

3. Cost of Doing Business;
4. Business Attraction and Retention
5. Annexation;

6. Education and Outreach;

7. Workforce Issues;

Redevelopment

Monitor development projects within the downtown and Corona region.
Monitor and review polices that balance private property rights with eminent domain and its impact on the overall community.
Support responsible and quality redevelopment of areas that are convincingly proven and documented as blighted and suffering from environmental decay that severely lags in economic vitality compared to the surrounding community.

Health and Safety Code Section 33031, describes the conditions in which many people live in our community are adequate and do not require reform. The citizens living in these conditions should have the expectation of a better life in terms of the physical environment and a more robust economic base in the community. 

The burdens of blight upon a community should not be a physical and economic liability for a city, with no prospect of improvement since private enterprise acting alone cannot reverse a City’s patterns of decay.

The health, safety and general welfare of an entire blighted community should receive more consideration than the private property rights of a small number of persons.

Annexation

Monitor land use, planning, housing and zoning issues that affect the Corona business community.

Monitor community development goals and policies pertaining to how existing development is going to be maintained and enhanced and how new development will occur. 

Monitor land use options where lands are to be conserved and where growth will be targeted and specifies the types, densities, and design characteristics of uses to be permitted and a map depicting their distribution.

Monitor community design options that specifies strategies for the visual and environmental enhancement of the City's streetscapes and entries.

Monitor housing options that specify strategies for the provision of adequate housing for all City residents

Monitor economic development strategies for business retention and attraction.

Monitor historical preservation processes for the preservation of the City's historic buildings, sites and landscapes.

Transportation, Infrastructure and the Environment
Review and consider policies that addresses the movement of people and goods including autos, transit, bicycles, and other modes.

Review and consider policies that addresses the provision of public infrastructure including water, sewer, storm drainage, solid waste, electricity, natural gas, and telecommunications.

Review and consider policies that address the provision of services to meet resident needs including police, fire, library, schools, and health.

Review and consider policies that address the provision of parklands and recreation programs for the City's residents.

Support measures that improve drinking water, adequate water quality and supply, flood control, waterway and natural resource protections, water pollution and contamination controls, state and local park improvements, public access to natural resources, and water conservation efforts.
Review and consider reliable, stable, and competitively priced energy supplies for the Corona region and California’s businesses and consumers.

Review, consider and propose transportation improvement plans that relieve congestion on freeways, streets and roads, and ensure future mobility within the Corona region.
Review and consider polices that improve water quality as the result of comprehensive approaches that will reduce contaminants from water sources in a cost effective manner.
 
Review and consider policies that impact air quality standards and consider their effect on Corona’s regional business community.
Business Attraction and Retention

Encourage an adequate supply of appropriate housing to meet the needs of the Corona region and monitor its impact on the Corona business community.

Review and consider policies that ensure Corona maintains a reputation as an attractive prosperous location for business; to balance employment and housing needs with natural resource preservation; and to plan and construct the community infrastructure necessary to support current and future business needs.

Cost of Doing Business
Review and consider reform measures that solve the state budget’s continuing structural deficit that promotes real economic growth and job creation and its impact on the Corona business community.

Encourage cooperation among local/regional and state government agencies, and work to streamline and reduce unnecessary requirements of regulatory agencies.
Review and consider ways to privatize government services and public contracts while maintaining or improving standards.
Review and consider state and local tax changes and new tax categories affecting the Corona business community.

Support and promote when appropriate the preparation of cost/benefit analysis ensuring economic impacts are weighed before the imposition of regulatory statutes. 
Ensure that regulations on business are kept to a minimum and do not put Corona businesses at a competitive disadvantage.
Support local/regional and state programs that secure tax credits for targeted programs.
Consider and review policies that promote the outsourcing of essential public services by local/regional and state government agencies.
Consider and review legislation that promotes standards of corporate governance that guide boards of directors and corporate officers in managing their corporations in a competent, ethical manner.

Review and consider measures that reform the extraordinary costs of the state’s public pension system for the sake of the state’s overall fiscal health.

Oppose legislative proposals that might cause unwarranted and frivolous lawsuits on Corona businesses, consumers and taxpayers. 
Education and Outreach

Continue a working relationship with local, state and federal representatives.
Provide opportunities for businesses to increase their knowledge, understanding, and involvement with local, regional and statewide legislative processes.

Workforce Issues

Support measures that reform our state’s education and vocational systems which encourage workforce preparation.
Monitor, provide recommendations and review alternatives to any proposed state minimum wage increases and any local or state living wage ordinances. 
Monitor and provide recommendations to the workers’ compensation reform measures which impact costs to Corona businesses.
Support responsible health care policy proposals that do not put Corona businesses at a competitive disadvantage and result in increased availability of affordable health care coverage for employers and their employees.

DISCUSSION/ACTION
Agenda Item 4
Legislative Action Committee

December 19, 2006

HEALTH CARE in CALIFORNIA
Overview
The skyrocketing cost of health care has made it increasingly difficult for employers, especially small employers, to afford to offer health care benefits to employees and their dependents. Employers and policymakers are desperately seeking ways to reduce health care costs and assure that all Americans have access to affordable and quality health care.

Issue
Nearly seven million people in California have no health insurance.
· 6.7 million Californians-one out of every five residents-are uninsured (2004 US Census Bureau, August 2005 UCLA) 

· Over 400,000 more people were uninsured in California in 2004 than in 2003 (US Census Bureau 2004) 

· Over 75 percent of the uninsured in California are members of working families (August 2005 UCLA; March 2002 CPS survey)

Health care costs are on the rise in California.

· Health insurance premiums grew 13 percent in California in 2002 alone-more than six times the rate of inflation, and a higher increase than in previous years. (Kaiser Family Foundation, 2003) 

· Health insurance premiums have grown 31 percent over the past three years in California (Calculation based on KFF/HRET, 2003). 

Out-of-pocket expenses are also increasing 
· In 2001, thirty-four percent of HMO enrollees paid $5 co-payment for a doctor's visit, compared to only 12 percent in 2002. Twenty-seven percent of HMO enrollees have a $15 per visit co-payment (KFF/HRET, 2003).

Goals
· Promote a sound and quality health care system that is affordable and which improves the overall health of California citizens. 

· Initiate and support efforts to inform and educate policymakers, the public and the media on the role private employers play in providing and financing health care coverage for their employees. 

· Work to contain costs and avoid unnecessary and expensive regulatory controls, including mandates, that drive employers away from offering their own policies.

Recommended Positions
The Corona Chamber SUPPORTS:

1. Policies that encourage continued medical discoveries and innovations that improve quality of care. 

2. Actions that preserve the current voluntary employer-provided health coverage system.

3. Efforts to contain the costs of premiums.

4. Conformity to federal law on health savings accounts.

5. Legislation to allow employers to offer more affordable benefit plans that allow choices in coverage.

6. Opportunities to gain efficiencies and optimal outcomes by coordinating the fragmented health care delivery systems.

7. Policies that prevent cost shifting from government-provided programs to the private sector.

8. Work to curb the expansion of litigation in the health care system.

9. Wellness and disease management education programs.

10. Policies that encourage continued medical discoveries and innovations that improve quality of care.

11. Cost containment.

The Corona Chamber OPPOSES:

1. Proposals that stifle research and development, enact price controls, encourage counterfeit drugs and interfere in the ability of employers and health providers to negotiate for lower drug costs.

2. Proposals to establish a government-run health care delivery system in California.

3. Employer mandates.
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