Legislative Action COMMITTEE

www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz/about.html

Corona Chamber of Commerce

904 East Sixth Street, Corona 92879

(951) 737-3350

Tuesday, February 17, 2009
8:00am

Presiding:

Cynthia Schneider, Chair

2009 Strategic Initiatives

Employee and Employer Issues | Improving Traffic and Transportation Infrastructure
Stimulating the Local Economy | 

Call to Order and Roll Call

Chair’s Report
· Recent Communication
President & CEO’s Report

Staff Report

Local, State, Federal Legislative Staff Updates

New Business

1. January 2009 LAC Minutes






ACTION
2. I-15 Cajalco Road Interchange Project UPDATE 



INFORMATION
3. Housing State Tax Credit (Revisited)





ACTION

4. Legislative Report #2







ACTION
Announcements

Adjourn

CHAIR’S REPORT

Legislative Action Committee

February 17, 2009
Recent Communications
Pending approval of magazine articles.

ACTION

AGENDA ITEM 1
Legislative Action Committee

February 17, 2009
January 2009 LAC Minutes
Legislative Action COMMITTEE

www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz/about.html

Corona Chamber of Commerce

904 East Sixth Street, Corona 92879

(951) 737-3350

MEETING MINUTES

Tuesday, January 20, 2009
8:00am

Presiding:

Cynthia Schneider, Chair

2009 Strategic Initiatives

Employee and Employer Issues | Improving Traffic and Transportation Infrastructure
Stimulating the Local Economy | 

Call to Order and Roll Call


Chair Schneider called the meeting to order at 8:05am

	Chair
	Cynthia Schneider
	American Security Bank
	X

	
	Jim Bradley
	Consultant
	X

	
	Jack Mobilia
	Manufacturer’s Council
	X

	
	Rachel Rola
	AsYouLikeItProductions
	

	
	Chris Miller
	Chris Miller Mortuary
	X

	
	Alex Braicovich
	Waste Management
	X

	
	Sandy Klein
	Re/Max All Stars
	

	
	Chad Miller
	Plas-Tech Sealing Tech
	X

	
	Ann Poloko
	Financial Investors Group
	X

	
	Javier Vasquez
	Miguel’s Restaurants
	X

	
	Mark Krakower
	Kraktronix Laser Craft
	X

	
	CC Vest
	Midpoint Bearing
	X

	
	Ken Rivers
	Corona Regional Medical
	X

	
	Justin Harmier
	Merrill Lynch
	

	Chamber Chair
	Linda Pearson
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	X

	Chamber CEO
	Bobby Spiegel
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	X

	Chamber Staff
	Jeremy Harris
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	X

	Mayor Pro Tem
	Karen Spiegel
	City of Corona
	X


Chair’s Report
· Recent Communication.  Chair Schneider reported on recent communications:


Corona Chamber Issues Formal Statement on the I-15 / Cajalco Road Interchange Project


Corona Chamber Takes Action in 2008


New Laws Take Effect on January 1st


Chamber Successfully Secures Reliable Energy Supplies for Corona Businesses
President & CEO’s Report

Staff Report

Local, State, Federal Legislative Staff Updates

New Business

5. December 2008 LAC Minutes






ACTION

The December 2008 LAC Minutes were approved unanimously.

6. Housing State Tax Credit






ACTION

The LAC approved the motion to refer this item back to subcommittee for further review and discussion with the Building Industry Association, Riverside County and to bring the item back for a vote at the February 2009 LAC meeting.

7. Legislative Report #1







ACTION

The LAC unanimously approved the following positions:


H.R. 800 (Miller) Employee Free Choice Act

OPPOSE

Announcements

Adjourn

Chair Schneider adjourned the meeting at 9:10am
ACTION

AGENDA ITEM 2
Legislative Action Committee

February 17, 2009
I-15 Cajalco Road Interchange Project UPDATE

Presentation by

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs
Cynthia Schneider

Chair
Subcommittee Recommended Action

Update on meeting with the Corona Chamber of Commerce and representatives from the Riverside County Transportation Commission 

Summary

On Thursday, January 29, 2009 the LAC Executive Committee met with representatives of the California Department of Transportation  (CalTrans) and the Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC) regarding the Interstate 15/Cajalco Road Interchange. 

Chair Schneider will brief the entire LAC on the outcome of the meeting.

Background
1. The Riverside County Transportation Commission in conjunction with the City of Corona have planned improvements to the Interstate 15/Cajalco Road Interchange located in the City of Corona, between Temescal Canyon Road and Bedford Canyon Road. 
2. The proposed project includes reconstruction of the overcrossing, widening and reconstruction of the on-ramps and off-ramps, new auxiliary lanes on I-15 between Cajalco Road and El Cerrito Road, widening of local streets, and replacement of local street and ramp-street intersection traffic signals. 
3. The project is anticipated to relieve congestion by improving the operational characteristics of the interchange. Construction is planned to begin in January 2011 for duration of 12-18 months. 
4. Temporary detours would be required, as well as adjustments to existing driveways and road approaches to maintain adequate access to existing business developments in the project area.

ACTION

AGENDA ITEM 3
Legislative Action Committee

February 17, 2009
Housing State Tax Credit

Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Subcommittee Recommended Position
The Stimulating the Local Economy Subcommittee recommends a support position based on a presentation by Tommy Thompson of the BIA.
Summary

1. The California Building Industry Association (BIA) is looking for support and is in the process of finalizing language that will be incorporated into bill form.

2. The Corona Chamber of Commerce will reserve its right to make or change its position once legislation is introduced.
Background

3. New home buyers will receive a tax credit of up to $10,000 (up to 5% of purchase price) for the purchase of a new home over the next year.
4. The home must be newly constructed, unsold single-family home, used as principal residence for at least one year.

5. Taxpayers apply the credit to offset their state income taxes.
6. According to the former Director of the CA Department of Finance, on average, every home built in California generates $16,000 in state revenues and another $3,000 in revenues for local governments. 
7. After providing the $10,000 tax credit, each new home constructed will net a positive $6,000 in additional state revenues.  
8. Additionally, buyers won’t claim the tax credit until 2010, but the new home construction generated will occur immediately. 
9. Lastly, no checks will be written from the state, so no revenue will “come out” of state coffers. 
10. The credit is more than offset by the new revenues the housing construction will generate.

ACTION

AGENDA ITEM 4
Legislative Action Committee

February 17, 2009

Legislative Report #2
Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs
ACA 8 (Jeffries) Meetings of the Legislature

Subcommittee Recommended Position
Support

Summary

1. ACA 8 is an Assembly Constitutional Amendment that would require committees or the Legislature to post an agenda containing a description of each item that is to be considered by legislators.

Background

2. Introduced on January 12, 2009 ACA 8 would amend the Constitution of the State.

3. Requires a two-thirds vote in both houses of the legislature and passage by a majority of California voters.  
4. Would require public disclosure in writing be provided to the members of the Legislature or a committee in connection with the agenda items.

5. Items that are considered in closed session would also have to be posted. 

6. Provides an opportunity for members of the public to directly address the committee or the Legislature on an item(s) of interest to the public.

Arguments in Support

7. ACA 8 would allow the public and/or concerned organizations to have a 72 hour notice on any issue before the legislature could take action. 

Arguments in Opposition

8. ACA 8 could hinder the process of Government at the state level when deciding on issues that require the Legislature to act swiftly for the interest of the public.

Supporting/Opposing

No supporting or opposing organizations at this time. 

SB 39 (Benoit) Personal Liability Immunity

Subcommittee Recommended Position
Support

Summary

1. Enacts the Good Samaritan Act and provides that any person, who renders emergency medical or nonmedical care at the scene of an emergency, shall not be liable for any civil damages resulting from any act or omission.

Background

2. In late 2008, the California Supreme Court handed down a ruling that created a shortfall in legal protection for Good Samaritans.

3. In a 4-3 decision, the court decided that the state’s Good Samaritan Law, written in 1980, only shields people from liability if they are giving medical, not general, care in an emergency.

4. SB 39 would make technical changes to the original law to allow for general care and would overturn the Court’s decision.

5. SB 39 also keeps intact original language that still allows for prosecution of individual who render emergency medical or nonmedical that act in bad faith and for compensation. 

Arguments in Support

6. SB 39 would help to alleviate frivolous lawsuits that would otherwise tie up the court system in California and help protect the original intent of the Good Samaritan Act. 

Arguments in Opposition

7. Reduces the amount of compensation one would received if a Good Samaritan did indeed act in good faith, however the individuals still sustained injury during the emergency.  

Supporting

21 Legislators as co-authors

Ventura County Star Newspaper

Opposing

No official opposition at this time.
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