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Chair’s Report
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President & CEO’s Report

Staff Report
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1. June 2008 LAC Minutes








ACTION
2. State Budget Impacts on Healthcare and the Local Corona Economy


DISCUSSION
Presentation by: Herb Shultz, Healthcare Advisor to Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
3. Protecting Proposition 42 Transportation Funding





ACTION

4. Call to Action: AB 2716 (Ma) Mandatory Sick Leave




ACTION
5. Legislative Report #6








ACTION
Announcements

Adjourn

CHAIR’S REPORT

Legislative Action Committee

July 15, 2008
Recent Communications
	

	June 25, 2008
Lawmakers Need To Hear From You On The Issues That Matter Most
 

The Corona Chamber continues to build off of its recent successes in helping to defeat two key proposals: 
 

- SB 1057 would have reversed the rights of rental car companies to charge a tourism commission fee. This fee is currently used to fund and promote California and our region as a tourist destination. 
 
- SB 1165 would have prevented economic growth by restricting environmental impact statements to a five-year lifetime. This would have delayed the permitting of any projects and would have opened the door for frivolous lawsuits in an attempt to block projects. 
The Corona Chamber of Commerce continues to support and oppose proposed legislation that could impact local businesses and regional economy. 
 

The Corona Chamber is committed to fighting legislation that threatens jobs and supporting legislation that secures the economic prosperity of our local businesses. 
 

Through the Chamber's efforts and the responsiveness of our business community, participating in letter writing campaigns ensures our voice is heard in Sacramento. 

We must all work together to stop anti-job legislation and secure passage of pro-job legislation so that our region and state can move forward to economic recovery.
  

Log on to www.coronachamber.org and click on the Corona Advocacy link for more information!


	This web-based Corona business advocacy resource is funded through the Corona Chamber of Commerce's Annual Signature Event, the Magic of Monte Carlo. Join us this year by clicking on the graphic below or call 951-737-3350.


ACTION

AGENDA ITEM 1
Legislative Action Committee

July 15, 2008

June 2008 LAC Minutes
Legislative Action COMMITTEE

www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz/about.html

Corona Chamber of Commerce

904 East Sixth Street, Corona 92879

(951) 737-3350

Tuesday, May 27, 2008

8:00am

MINUTES

Presiding:

Cynthia Schneider, Chair

2008 Strategic Initiatives

Healthcare Reform | Stimulating The Local Economy

Employee-Employer Issues | Transportation Infrastructure Improvements

Call to Order and Roll Call


Chair Schneider called the meeting to order at 8:08am

	Chair
	Cynthia Schneider
	American Security Bank
	X

	
	Chris Miller
	Chris Miller Mortuary
	X

	
	Alex Braicovich
	Waste Management
	X

	
	Frank Emerson
	Dos Lagos
	

	
	Sandy Klein
	Re/Max All Stars
	

	
	Chad Miller
	Plas-Tech Sealing Tech
	

	
	Ann Poloko
	Financial Investors Group
	X

	
	Javier Vasquez
	Miguel’s Restaurants
	

	
	Mark Krakower
	
	X

	
	CC Vest
	Midpoint Bearing
	X

	
	Ken Rivers
	Corona Regional Medical
	

	
	Sue Wakefield
	ASJ Industrial Hose and Fittings
	X

	Chamber
	Bobby Spiegel
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	

	Chamber 
	Shaun Lumachi
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	X


Chair’s Report


Recent Communications

Chair Schneider reported on recent communications:

June 2, 2008 - Corona Chamber Positions on June 3, 2008 Statewide Propositions
May 29, 2008 - Corona Chamber Leads Efforts to Save State Park Funding
May 27, 2008 - Support Efforts To Decrease Truck Traffic and Increase Movement of Goods By Rail 

President & CEO’s Report


No report
Staff Report


No report

Local, State, Federal Legislative Staff Updates


No report
New Business
1. May 2008 LAC Minutes







ACTION

The May 2008 LAC Minutes were approved unanimously.

2. Legislative Report #5







ACTION

The LAC voted on the following positions:


AB 2279 (Leno) Medical Marijuana: Qualified Patients and Caregivers

Motion to OPPOSE. Passed with Vest abstaining.


SB 1608 (Corbett) Disabled Persons: Equal Access Rights: Civil Actions

Motion to SUPPORT. Passed unanimously.


AB 1065 (Lieber) Public Resources: Building Standards

Motion to WATCH pending more information. Passed unanimously.


AB 2046 (Jones) Water Supply Assessments: Groundwater

Motion to OPPOSE. Passed unanimously.


AB 2359 (Jones) Loans

Withdrawn by staff due to pending status of the bill.


SB 691 (Calderon) Junk Dealers and Recyclers: Nonferrous Material


Motion to SUPPORT. Passed unanimously.


AB 2678 (Nunez) Energy: Energy Audit


Motion to OPPOSE. Passed unanimously.

Announcements


No announcements.

Adjourn

Chair Schneider adjourned the meeting at 9:15am

DISCUSSION
AGENDA ITEM 2
Legislative Action Committee

July 15, 2008

State Budget Impacts on Healthcare and the Local Corona Economy
Presentation

Herb Shultz

Healthcare Advisor

Office of Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
Larry Grable

Office of Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

Background
1. In March 2008, the Corona Chamber was contacted by the Inland Empire Adult Day Health Care Center regarding the impact to their state funding proposed by the Governor in his January 2008 budget.
2. The Governor’s budget proposal in January included a 10 percent reduction to nearly all General Fund departments and programs, boards, commissions and elected offices, except in cases where such a reduction is unconstitutional.
3. In April 2008, the Corona Chamber LAC Stimulating the Local Economy Subcommittee recommended, and the full LAC approved, reviewing the proposed impacts after the release of the Governor’s revised budget in May (May Revise).

4. The LAC will meet with Herb Shultz, Governor Schwarzenegger’s healthcare advisor to discuss the impacts of the Governor’s May Revise proposals on healthcare and its direct impact to Corona.

ACTION
AGENDA ITEM 3
Legislative Action Committee

July 15, 2008

Protecting Proposition 42 Transportation Funding

Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Aaron Hake

Riverside County Transportation Commission

Transportation Subcommittee Recommended Action


Support efforts to urge local legislators not to divert Proposition 42 funding.

Background

	Riverside County Projects at risk if Prop 42 is suspended this year

	Project
	FY 08/09
	FY 09/10

	I-10/Ramon Road Interchange
	$40,341,000 
	 $               -   

	I-15/California Oaks/Kalmia Interchange
	 $             -   
	 $  21,990,000 

	SR-91/Van Buren Interchange
	$16,101,000 
	 $               -   

	SR-60/I-215 East Junction connector
	 $             -   
	 $  28,850,000 

	I-10/Date Palm Drive Interchange
	 $             -   
	 $  14,400,000 

	I-10/Gene Autry Trail Interchange
	 $             -   
	 $    2,600,000 

	I-10/Indian Ave Interchange
	 $             -   
	 $  13,656,000 

	I-215 widening - Scott Rd to Nuevo
	 $             -   
	 $  13,443,000 

	I-215 widening - I-15 to Scott Road 
	 $ 3,598,000 
	 $               -   

	Perris Valley Line Metrolink Extension
	 $             -   
	 $  52,978,000 

	Total Dollars at Risk by FY
	$60,040,000
	$147,917,000

	Total Dollars at Risk over the next 2 yrs
	$ 207,957,000


1. In a time of fiscal crisis, State Legislators look to many revenue sources to help balance the State budget.  
2. One of those sources is the sales tax collected from gasoline purchases.  
3. In 2002, California voters overwhelmingly voted in favor of Proposition 42, which required that all sales taxes from gasoline purchases be devoted to transportation purposes.  

4. Under current law, this sales tax revenue must be allocated as follows:  

a) 40% for major projects in the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP);

b) 40% to local street and road improvements; and 

c) 20% is used for public transportation.  

5. Proposition 42 allowed for these revenues to be diverted to the general fund in a fiscal emergency, which was loosely defined, allowing the Governor and the Legislature to suspend transportation revenues frequently.  
6. However, in 2006 voters approved Proposition 1A which tightened the restrictions for taking Proposition 42 funds to balance the budget.  
7. Those conditions are:

a) All diversion of gasoline sales tax money must be treated as a loan to the general fund;

b) Loans to the general fund can be made once every three years and not more than twice in any ten year period; and

c) Each loan must be repaid in full before another loan can be made.

8. This makes it less tempting for the Legislature or Governor to use transportation funds for non-transportation purposes.  In the Governor’s May Revise budget, he did not recommend loaning money from Proposition 42 to the general fund, thus protecting transportation projects.  As budget negotiations begin in Sacramento, the prospect of the Legislature breaking from the Governor’s proposal for Proposition 42 is a possibility.  
9. Projects in Riverside County that would be immediately impacted by a suspension of Proposition 42 for FY 2008/09 would be:

a) I-10/Ramon Road Interchange in the Coachella Valley: $40.341 million

b) SR-91/Van Buren Interchange in the City of Riverside:  $16.101 million

10. If this funding were to fall through, the Riverside County Transportation Commission would have to determine if funds from other local sources would be needed to backfill the missing state money, possibly creating shortfalls in other projects in order to keep these projects moving forward on-schedule.  
11. Halting work on transportation projects is a costly maneuver, and can significantly escalate the overall project cost – not only impacting the budget for that specific project, but the agency’s overall budget and capacity to deliver other projects.

12. If  Proposition 42 was suspended this year, formula funds for local streets and roads as well as public transportation funding would also be affected.  
13. This could create shortfalls in city and county budgets for projects that were slated to spend state money in FY 08/09, again with the possibility of domino effects on other projects.

14. Looking ahead to the future, important STIP projects funded by Proposition 42 include several interchange improvements on I-15, the East Junction in Moreno Valley at the SR-60/I-215, and the Perris Valley Line Metrolink Extension.

Corona Grade Separation funded by Proposition 1B
15. The California Transportation Commission (CTC) has approved $16 million for the Auto Center Drive Grade Separation at the BNSF tracks adjacent to the West Corona Metrolink Station.  The total cost of this project is projected to be $32 million.

North Main Metrolink Parking Structure on schedule and on budget
16. The ground level of the North Main Corona Metrolink parking structure is nearly complete, and the crew will soon begin developing the upper levels of the state-of-the-art facility slated to open for use in Fall 2009.  
17. The project is on schedule and on budget.  
18. It will include 1,000 new parking spaces and contain a sophisticated security system that will be among the best in the entire five-county Metrolink system.  
19. RCTC continues to provide shuttle service to remote parking areas and will be looking to add a few spaces to the West Corona station to accommodate the overflow resulting from the construction disruption.  
20. This project is also funded from Proposition 42 funds in the STIP, but the money has already been allocated so the project is not in jeopardy.  

ACTION
AGENDA ITEM 4
Legislative Action Committee

July 15, 2008

Call to Action: AB 2716 (Ma) Mandatory Sick Leave
Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Staff Recommended Action


Discuss a recent report on AB 2716 and develop an action plan for actively engaging the Corona business 
community in opposing AB 2716.

Background 

The Corona Chamber opposes AB 2716 (Ma) which mandates that all employers provide paid sick leave to an employee after seven days of work in a calendar year to care for their own illness, or to provide care to a sick child, spouse, domestic partner, other relative, or some other person that they designate. The mandate would extend to all employers and all employees, as specified. There are no exceptions. 

Most California employers participate in the California State Disability Insurance program (SDI), which is paid for through payroll deductions and provides temporary disability benefits for employees who are disabled by a non-work-related illness or injury. The employer is not required by law to offer paid sick leave to employees in addition to mandated SDI benefits. In fact, payment of sick leave may reduce the SDI benefits to which an individual is entitled. 

Many California employers provide paid sick leave and/or paid vacation time even though current law does not require it. Under current law, unlike vacation days, sick leave does not accrue nor vest. Therefore, any unused sick leave may be forfeited at the end of a designated period of time. AB 2716 proposes to require unused paid sick time to carry over from year to year. 

The ever-increasing burden of costly mandates on employers can cumulatively result in lower wages, reducing available health insurance, limiting training programs and - in the worst case scenario- job loss or reduced work hours. In an already troubled economy California should be seeking ways to stimulate job growth and avoid forcing costly mandates on employers.
AB 2716: The California Healthy Workplaces Act of 2008: Economic and Small Business Effects Study

Click on the file below to open the study:


[image: image1.wmf]CO - July 2008 - 

Joint Healthc...


ACTION

AGENDA ITEM 5
Legislative Action Committee

July 15, 2008

Legislative Report #6
Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Recommended Additions
AB 2987 (Benoit) Worker’s Compensation: Job Displacement Benefits






Staff Recommended Position


Support

Summary

1. Provides for the payment of supplemental job displacement benefits to any injured worker if the injury causes permanent partial disability and the injured employee does not return to work for the employer within 60 days of the date of the first report.

2. The report must be received by the claims administrator which contains an initial evaluation of permanent impairment from either a primary treating physician, qualified medical evaluator, or a prescribed medical evaluator.

Background

3. The need for this bill:

4. The supplemental job displacement benefit (SJDB) was first created by AB 227 (Vargas) of 2003 as a reform to replace vocational rehabilitation services, which was viewed as a cost driver within the workers' compensation program. 

5. Since its creation, many stakeholders have complained that language of the SJDB is problematic and does not accurately reflect the realities surrounding the program.

6. Specifically, this bill deals with the timing of the vouchers. 

7. Currently, the law provides that if an occupational injury causes permanent partial disability, and the employee does not return to work within 60 days of the termination of temporary disability payments, then the employee becomes eligible for SJDB. 

8. In order for the employer to not be liable for the SJBD, the employer must offer work within 30 days of the termination of temporary disability payments, which may be too soon to know if the employee can return to work and in what capacity. 

9. AB 2987 would shift the timing to the initial medical report that contains an initial evaluation of the employee's level of permanent impairment. 

10. This will give both the employer and the employee a medical framework to discuss the ability of the employee to return to work and the need for the SJBD.

Arguments in Support

11. The California Chamber of Commerce, which is sponsoring AB 2987, believes that this bill will streamline the eligibility determination for injured workers who need the supplemental job displacement voucher due to their industrial injury by harmonizing the requirements for the supplemental job displacement benefit and removing employer confusion. 

12. The Chamber also notes that it is a full participant in the roundtable discussions currently going on through the Division of Workers Compensation, and that this bill is an initial step towards a consensus driven, bipartisan final product.

Arguments in Opposition

13. Voters Injured at Work believes that the current vehicle does not address many of the problems with the supplemental job displacement benefit that prevent the benefit from getting to the injured worker as soon as is possible. 

14. Voters Injured at Work note that SB 1189, which is currently held under submission by the Senate Appropriations Committee, specifies that if the percentage of permanent disability (PD) has not yet been determined, the employer shall provide eligible employees a voucher based on the employer's reasonable estimate of the percentage of permanent disability, ensuring the benefit reached the injured worker promptly and quickly.

Supporting

California Chamber of Commerce (Sponsor) 

Association of California Insurance Companies 

California Grocers Association 

California Manufacturers and Technology Association

Opposition

Voters Injured at Work
SB 1420 (Padilla) Food Facilities: Nutritional Information








Staff Recommended Position


Oppose

Summary

1. Would amend the General Uniform Retail Food Facilities Law. 

2. Requires each food facility that meets specified criteria to provide nutritional information that includes, per standard menu item, the total number of calories, grams of carbohydrates, grams of saturated fat, grams of trans fat, and milligrams of sodium. 

3. Requires the menu boards to include the total number of calories for each listed item. 

4. Provides that a food facility that violates the provisions of the bill is guilty of an infraction.

Background

5. Requires each food facility that shares the same trade name with at least fourteen other food facilities in the state, regardless of ownership, to make nutritional information available to consumers for all standard menu items, defined as items that are on a menu for six months or longer, exclusive of condiments, alcoholic beverages, and other items placed on a table or counter for general use without charge. 

6. The nutritional information that is required includes, but not be limited to, total calories, saturated fat, trans fat, carbohydrates and sodium. 

7. Within the legislation are findings and declarations related to the importance of nutritional information provided by restaurants to consumers with chronic diseases and others, as well as consumption of calories at restaurants and other food facilities. 

8. Clarifies that the nutritional information required by this bill, be determined on a reasonable basis, defined as those means recognized by the federal Food and drug Administration, and that the reasonable basis determination must be made only once per standard menu items, provided that certain requirements are met. 

9. Clarifies that packaged foods otherwise subject to the nutrition labeling requirements of the federal Nutrition Labeling and Education Act of 1990 are not subject to the requirements of the bill. 

10. Contains a severability clause that if any provision is found to be invalid, ineffective or unconstitutional by a court, the remainder of the bill will not be affected.

Arguments in Support

11. Studies have shown that eating out more frequently is associated with obesity, higher body fat or higher body mass index (BMI), and that eating more fast-food meals is linked to eating more calories, more saturated fat, fewer fruits and vegetables, and less milk.

12. By providing this information to consumers, individuals will be able to make an informed decision with regards to the intake of food and make healthier decision when selecting the item off the menu.

Arguments in Opposition

13. This legislation would require chain restaurants to print on their menus specified nutritional information for each standard menu item served.

14. For chain restaurants using only menu boards, the bill would require that the total number of calories for each standard menu item be indicated on the menu board.  These provisions are both impractical and expensive.

Supporting

California Center for Public Health Advocacy (co-source) 

California Optometric Association (co-source) 

Alameda County Board of Supervisors 

American Cancer Society 

American College of Cardiology, California Chapter 

American Heart Association 

American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees

Berkeley City Council 

California Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance 

California Center for Public Health Advocacy 

California Chiropractic Association 

California Medical Association 

California Nurses Association 

Catholic Healthcare West California WIC Association 

Consumer Federation of California 

Dental Health Foundation 

Gray Panthers, California 

Health Officers Association of California 

Latino Coalition for a Healthy California 

Lucile Packard Children's Hospital 

Marin County Board of Supervisors 

PolicyLink 

Prevention Institute 

Roll International 

Stanford Hospital & Clinics 

Stanford School of Medicine 

St. Joseph Health System 

Strategic Alliance for Healthy Food and Activity

Opposition

California Alliance for Consumer Protection 

California Chamber of Commerce

California Restaurant Association 

California Retailers Association 

Councilmember Jerry Duncan, City of Fresno 

International Franchise Association 

Rodrick Management Group 

Rubio's Fresh Mexican Grill 

Wendy's International, Inc.

AB 904 (Feuer) Recycling: Food Containers










Stimulating the Local Economy Subcommittee Recommended Position


Oppose

Summary

1. Creates the Plastic and Marine Debris Reduction, Recycling, and Composting Act, (Act) which prohibits a food provider from distributing disposable food packaging unless the packaging is compostable or recyclable.

Background

2. Defines terms used in the Act, including: 

a. "Compostable packaging" as a material that meets the compostability standard established by the American Society for Testing Materials and is either accepted for composting in residential curbside collection programs available to at least 60% of the households in the state; or, is accepted for composting in a residential curbside collection program available to at least 60% of households in the city or unincorporated county in which the food is sold; 

b. "Recyclable packaging" as a material that is accepted for recycling in residential curbside collection programs available to at least 60% of the households in the state; or, is accepted for recycling in a residential curbside collection program available to at least 60% of households in the city or unincorporated county in which the food is sold; 

c. "Takeout food provider" as any establishment that provides prepared food for human consumption on or off premises, but does not include grocery stores or other stores in which the primary business is not the sale of prepared foods and that sells unprepared food; and, 

d. "Prepared food" as any ready-to-consume food or beverage prepared on the food provider's premises. 

3. Prohibits, on an after July 1, 2012, a takeout food provider from distributing single-use disposable food service packaging to a consumer unless it is either compostable or recyclable, as defined. 

4. Requires, on and after July 1, 2011, a person who produces single-use food service packaging and who distributes that packaging in California shall maintain and provide, upon request, a list of recyclable or compostable single-use food service packaging distributed. 

5. Establishes civil penalties for violations of not more than $100 per day for each day a violation occurs up to a maximum of $10,000. 

6. Requires the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB), beginning July 1, 2011, to annually publish a list of penalties levied in the preceding year. 

7. Establishes the Marine Debris Reduction Account (Account) within the Integrated Waste Management Fund, into which all penalties shall be deposited. The Account may be used by CIWMB to provide public education and to assist local governments in efforts to reduce plastic waste and marine debris, and for the CIWMB's costs associated with implementing the Act.

Arguments in Support

8. According to the United States Environmental Protection Agency, marine debris has become a problem along shorelines, coastal waters, estuaries, and oceans throughout the world.

9. By encouraging recycling and composting, this bill may reduce the amount of solid waste entering the state's landfills.

Arguments in Opposition

10. The potential for litter would not be reduced by requiring packaging to be made from recyclable or compostable materials.

11. AB 904 allows new and costly mandates on California’s food service industry by imposing an unworkable framework aimed at reducing marine debris.

Supporting

Algalita Marine Research Foundation 

Baykeeper 

Californians Against Waste 

California Alliance for Consumer Protection 

California League of Conservation Voters 

Cereplast City of Santa Cruz Public Works Department 

Coastkeeper Alliance Defenders of Wildlife 

EnPo Environmental Powered Recycling 

Newport Beach Chapter of the Surfrider Foundation 

Ocean Conservation Society Planning and Conservation League 

Santa Monica Baykeeper 

Sierra Club California

Opposition

American Chemistry Council

California Chamber of Commerce 

California Restaurant Association 

California Grocers Association 

California Hotel and Lodging Association 

California Manufacturers and Technology Association 

California Retailers Association 

Chevron Phillips Chemical Company 

Dart Container Corporation 

Dolco Packaging 

Grocery Manufacturers Association/Food Products Association 

Pactive Total Petrochemical USA, Inc. 

Western Fairs Association

SB 1420 (Padilla) Food Facilities: Nutritional Information









Stimulating the Local Economy Subcommittee Recommended Position


Oppose

Summary

15. Would amend the General Uniform Retail Food Facilities Law. 

16. Requires each food facility that meets specified criteria to provide nutritional information that includes, per standard menu item, the total number of calories, grams of carbohydrates, grams of saturated fat, grams of trans fat, and milligrams of sodium. 

17. Requires the menu boards to include the total number of calories for each listed item. 

18. Provides that a food facility that violates the provisions of the bill is guilty of an infraction.

Background

19. Requires each food facility that shares the same trade name with at least fourteen other food facilities in the state, regardless of ownership, to make nutritional information available to consumers for all standard menu items, defined as items that are on a menu for six months or longer, exclusive of condiments, alcoholic beverages, and other items placed on a table or counter for general use without charge. 

20. The nutritional information that is required includes, but not be limited to, total calories, saturated fat, trans fat, carbohydrates and sodium. 

21. Within the legislation are findings and declarations related to the importance of nutritional information provided by restaurants to consumers with chronic diseases and others, as well as consumption of calories at restaurants and other food facilities. 

22. Clarifies that the nutritional information required by this bill, be determined on a reasonable basis, defined as those means recognized by the federal Food and drug Administration, and that the reasonable basis determination must be made only once per standard menu items, provided that certain requirements are met. 

23. Clarifies that packaged foods otherwise subject to the nutrition labeling requirements of the federal Nutrition Labeling and Education Act of 1990 are not subject to the requirements of the bill. 

24. Contains a severability clause that if any provision is found to be invalid, ineffective or unconstitutional by a court, the remainder of the bill will not be affected.

Arguments in Support

25. Studies have shown that eating out more frequently is associated with obesity, higher body fat or higher body mass index (BMI), and that eating more fast-food meals is linked to eating more calories, more saturated fat, fewer fruits and vegetables, and less milk.

26. By providing this information to consumers, individuals will be able to make an informed decision with regards to the intake of food and make healthier decision when selecting the item off the menu.

Arguments in Opposition

27. This legislation would require chain restaurants to print on their menus specified nutritional information for each standard menu item served.

28. For chain restaurants using only menu boards, the bill would require that the total number of calories for each standard menu item be indicated on the menu board.  These provisions are both impractical and expensive.

Supporting

California Center for Public Health Advocacy (co-source) 

California Optometric Association (co-source) 

Alameda County Board of Supervisors 

American Cancer Society 

American College of Cardiology, California Chapter 

American Heart Association 

American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees

Berkeley City Council 

California Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance 

California Center for Public Health Advocacy 

California Chiropractic Association 

California Medical Association 

California Nurses Association 

Catholic Healthcare West California WIC Association 

Consumer Federation of California 

Dental Health Foundation 

Gray Panthers, California 

Health Officers Association of California 

Latino Coalition for a Healthy California 

Lucile Packard Children's Hospital 

Marin County Board of Supervisors 

PolicyLink 

Prevention Institute 

Roll International 

Stanford Hospital & Clinics 

Stanford School of Medicine 

St. Joseph Health System 

Strategic Alliance for Healthy Food and Activity

Opposition

California Alliance for Consumer Protection 

California Chamber of Commerce

California Restaurant Association 

California Retailers Association 

Councilmember Jerry Duncan, City of Fresno 

International Franchise Association 

Rodrick Management Group 

Rubio's Fresh Mexican Grill 

Wendy's International, Inc.
Current Positions

	AB 1065
	AUTHOR:
Lieber (D)

TITLE:
Public Resources: Building Standards

SUMMARY:
Requires the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission to adopt standards that would reduce energy consumption per gross square foot of floor space of a new residential and new nonresidential buildings, from offsite sources, on a specified schedule. Requires the commission to review or approve one or more computer programs for use in demonstrating compliance with these standards and to prescribe requirements for compliance software and to review and approve such software.

Commentary:
FORMER JOB KILLER Before amendments, would have substantially increased the cost of housing and development in California by implementing significant energy efficiency measures for all new residential and commercial buildings without regard for the additional costs that will be passed on to consumers.

Position:
Oppose, Watch 06/17/2008



	
	

	


	
	

	


	AB 1954
	AUTHOR:
Jeffries (R)

TITLE:
High-Occupancy Toll (HOT) Lanes

SUMMARY:
Relates to high-occupancy toll (HOT) lanes. Authorizes a value pricing and transit program involving HOT lanes to be developed and operated on State Highway Route 15 in Riverside County by the Riverside County Transportation Commission. Requires the Riverside County Transportation Commission and the Department of Transportation to implement the program pursuant to a cooperative agreement. Authorizes the Commission to impose tolls and issue revenue bonds for the project.

Position:
Support 03/07/2008
 
 



	


	AB 1956
	AUTHOR:
Calderon C (D)

TITLE:
Tangible Personal Property: Digital Property Report

SUMMARY:
Requires the State Board of Equalization to submit a report to the Legislature on transactions involving digital property within this state, that includes, but is not limited to, a proposed regulation that would provide that sales of digital property are subject to tax, for purposes of the Sales and Use Tax Law and the revenue impact of that regulation. Makes findings and declarations regarding the taxation of electronic transmissions of information.

Commentary:
TABLED

Position:
Oppose

 
 



	


	AB 2046
	AUTHOR:
Jones (D)

TITLE:
Water Supply Assessments: Groundwater

SUMMARY:
Relates to the local approval of a subdivision map that includes groundwater treatment plans. Amends existing law that requires a city or county that determines a project is subject to the California Environmental Quality Act to identify any public water system that may supply water for the project. Requires the assessment to include specified related information. Provides a water source plan only include groundwater that meets applicable standards. Relates to groundwater sources planning requirements.

Position:
Oppose 06/17/2008
 
 



	


	AB 2127
	AUTHOR:
Benoit (R)

TITLE:
Employment: Alternative Workweek Schedules

SUMMARY:
Authorizes an employee employed by an employer with 25 or fewer employees to request a work schedule of up to 10 hours per day within a 40-hour workweek. Authorizes an employer to implement such schedule without any obligation to pay overtime compensation.

Position:
Support 03/18/2008
 
 



	


	AB 2279
	AUTHOR:
Leno (D)

TITLE:
Medical Marijuana: Qualified Patients and Caregivers

SUMMARY:
Relates to a patient or a patient's primary caregiver who possesses marijuana for personal medical purposes. Declares it unlawful for an employer to discriminate against a person in any term or condition of employment or penalize a person, if the discrimination is based upon the person's status as a patient or a positive drug test for marijuana. Authorizes a related civil action. Prohibits corrective action against an employee impaired by medical marijuana on the employer's premises.

Position:
Oppose 06/17/2008
 
 



	


	AB 2359
	AUTHOR:
Jones (D)

TITLE:
Loans

SUMMARY:
Prohibits a broker, trustee, or mortgagee or his or her agent, beneficiary, or assigns from requiring as a condition of an agreement regarding a covered loan, subprime loan, or nontraditional mortgage that a borrower or applicant waive any related rights, duties, remedies, forums or procedures provided for in existing law related to a residential mortgage or mortgage foreclosure. Prohibits the refusal to enter into an agreement or any aspect of that agreement for failure to provide a waiver.

Position:
Oppose, Watch 06/17/2008
 
 



	


	AB 2383
	AUTHOR:
Ruskin (D)

TITLE:
Social Security Numbers

SUMMARY:
Prohibits a retail business from soliciting, requiring, or using an individuals social security number for any purpose unless that number is necessary for that business's normal course of business and there is a specific use for that number for which no other number may be used. Requires that a retail business meet certain requirements with respect to any requested social security number.

Position:
Oppose 04/15/2008
 
 



	


	AB 2678
	AUTHOR:
Nunez (D)

TITLE:
Energy: Energy Audit

SUMMARY:
Requires the Energy Commission to establish a regulatory proceeding to develop a comprehensive program to achieve greater energy savings in the state's existing residential and nonresidential building stock. Requires periodic updating of the program to improve and refine the program requirements. Requires the Public Utilities Commission to open a proceeding to investigate the ability of investor-owned utilities to provide energy financing options to customers. Authorizes utility energy efficiency audits.

Commentary:
No longer a 2008 job killer.

Position:
Oppose 06/17/2008
 
 



	


	AB 2716
	AUTHOR:
Ma (D)

TITLE:
Employment: Paid Sick Days

SUMMARY:
Requires employers to provide paid sick time, upon request of employee, for diagnosis, care, or treatment of health conditions of the employee or an employees family member, or for leave related to domestic violence or sexual assault. Provides that an employer would be prohibited from discriminating or retaliating against an employee who requests paid sick time. Exempts construction employees covered by a collective bargaining agreement if the agreement expressly waives the requirements of these provisions.

Position:
Oppose 04/15/2008
 
 



	


	SB 691
	AUTHOR:
Calderon R (D)

TITLE:
Junk Dealers and Recyclers: Nonferrous Material

SUMMARY:
Prohibits a junk dealer or recycler from providing payment for defined nonferrous material unless the payment is made by check, the check is provided within a specified time frame, and certain identifying information is obtained and retained for a certain period of time. Provides exceptions. Prohibits a city, county, city and county from adopting an ordinance relating to junk dealer or recycler transactions involving nonferrous metal. Requires related reports to be given to the chief of police or sheriff.

Position:
Oppose 06/17/2008
 
 



	


	SB 840
	AUTHOR:
Kuehl (D)

TITLE:
Single-Payer Health Care Coverage

SUMMARY:
Establishes the State Healthcare System. Makes all state residents eligible for specified health care benefits under the system, which would, on a single-payer basis, negotiate for or set fees for health care services provided through the system and pay claims for those services. Provides an income eligibility factor. Creates the Healthcare Policy Board to establish policy on medical issues and various other matters relating to the system. Provides certain insurance fraud laws to providers under the system.

Position:
Oppose 03/18/2008
 
 



	


	SB 1057
	AUTHOR:
Migden (D)

TITLE:
Mobile home Parks

SUMMARY:
Sets forth legislative findings and declarations regarding the establishment of local rent and price regulations on mobile home parks relating to the rental of mobile home park spaces.

Commentary:
This is now a "gut and amend" bill.

Position:
Oppose 05/27/2008
 
 



	


	SB 1165
	AUTHOR:
Kuehl (D)

TITLE:
Environment: Environmental Impact Report

SUMMARY:
Authorizes a person to submit certain project information to the lead agency for preparation of an environmental impact report (EIR) and for that agency to consider and retain such communications. Makes administrative drafts of the environmental impact report, negative declaration, or mitigated negative declarations available to the public; prohibits a lead agency from relying on certain older EIRs for projects that involve the issuance of a lease, permit, license, certificate, or other use entitlement.

Commentary:
FAILED

Position:
Oppose 05/27/2008
 
 



	


	SB 1240
	AUTHOR:
Kehoe (D)

TITLE:
Air Pollution: Low-Carbon Fuel Standards

SUMMARY:
Requires the Air Resources Board to adopt, implement, and enforce a low-carbon fuel standard by regulation that achieves the maximum technologically feasible and cost-effective reductions in carbon intensity of transportation fuels, and at least a 10% reduction in the carbon intensity of transportation fuels by a specified date. Provides that fuel standard would apply to all refiners, blenders, producers and importers of transportation fuels. Provides that reporting requirements be imposed.

Position:
Oppose 04/15/2008
 
 



	


	SB 1316
	AUTHOR:
Correa (D)

TITLE:
Transportation Facilities: Tolls: Orange and Riverside

SUMMARY:
Authorizes the Orange County Transportation Authority to eliminate its rights, interests, and obligations in the Riverside County portion of the State Highway Route 91 toll lane by partial assignment to the Riverside County Transportation Commission or by amendment to the franchise agreement. Deletes the 2030 limitation on issuance of bonds and collections of tolls. Authorizes the use of toll revenues for the toll lane and for other related transportation purposes in the Route 91 corridor.

Position:
Support 03/07/2008
 
 



	


	SB 1539
	AUTHOR:
Calderon R (D)

TITLE:
Meal Periods

SUMMARY:
Declares the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation to address issues related to meal periods in employment.

Position:
Support 04/04/2008
 
 



	


	SB 1608
	AUTHOR:
Corbett (D)

TITLE:
Disabled Persons: Equal Access Rights: Civil Actions

SUMMARY:
Requires a licensed architect, as a condition of license renewal, to complete coursework regarding disability access requirements. Requires certain notice to a building owner or tenant with each demand for money or complaint for a construction-related accessibility violation. Enacts the Construction-Related Accessibility Standards Compliance Act. Relates to continuing education requirements for construction inspectors, plans examiners, and building officials. Relates to civil actions regarding equal access.

Position:
Support 06/17/2008
 
 



	


	SB 1717
	AUTHOR:
Perata (D)

TITLE:
Workers' Compensation: Permanent Partial Disability

SUMMARY:
Eliminates provisions in Workers' Compensation Law requiring an employer to pay an injured employee a decreased amount of permanent disability benefits if, within a specified time period of a disability becoming permanent and stationary, the employer offers the injured employee regular work, modified work or alternative work, within specified time periods in existing law, regardless of whether the injured employee accepts or rejects the offer. Revises the formula for permanent disability benefits.

Position:
Oppose 05/27/2008
 
 



	


	AB 1 a
	AUTHOR:
Nunez (D)

TITLE:
Health Care Reform

SUMMARY:
Relates to the Health Care Cost and Quality Transparency Committee, requiring residents to enroll in and maintain minimum health care coverage, the Cooperative Health Insurance Purchasing Program, the Healthy Action Incentives and Rewards Program, Medi-Cal hospital rate stabilization, health insurance market reforms, health care service plans' prescription drug benefits, employer cafeteria plans, a diabetes services program, medical assistants, nurse practitioners, and electronic prescribing.

Position:
Oppose 01/15/2008
 
 




PAGE  
14

_1277090999.unknown

