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Communication to Local Elected Officials

Background

The following letter was sent on February 16 to Corona’s local elected officials from LAC chairman Tom Kenney.

Letter

February 21, 2006
Mayor Karen Spiegel

400 S. Vicentia Ave.

Corona, CA  92882

Dear Karen:

Over the years the members of the Corona Chamber of Commerce have consistently asked for our organization to become more active in the legislative process. In response we have formed the Corona Legislative Action Committee. This committee will have as its primary functions:

1. Develop a platform identifying concerns for local businesses.

2. Review legislation that will have an impact either positively or negatively on that platform. 

3. Take a position on each piece of legislation impacting the platform, and to communicate that position to our Chamber membership.

4. Provide a vehicle through which the Chamber membership can efficiently communicate their thoughts on legislation, related to our platform, to elected officials.

We invite you to assist us in this endeavor. By attending our monthly meetings you will be able to update us on what you have pending or other legislation that is expected of which we should be aware. Our meetings will be held on the third Tuesday of each month at 8:00 AM in the Chamber’s conference room.

Therefore, we look forward to your input as we launch this vital program in our business community.

Sincerely,

Thomas J. Kenney

Chairman

Corona Legislative Action Committee
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2006 Policy Platform
Presentation

Tom Kenney
Chair

Legislative Action Committee

Shaun Lumachi

Governmental and Public Affairs Advisor

Corona Chamber of Commerce

Background

Each year, pursuant to the Corona Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee (LAC) Operating Procedures, the LAC shall develop the Corona Chamber’s legislative priorities. Each of the policy goals shall serve as the foundation for the Corona Chamber’s continuing effort to improve the Corona and regional business climate. The Corona Chamber will use the policy platform to review and consider local, statewide, and when appropriate, federal legislation and communicate the information to the Corona Chamber’s membership. 

Economic Development

1. Monitor development projects within the Corona region.
2. Monitor land use, planning, housing and zoning issues that affect the Corona business community.

3. Review and consider policies that ensure Corona maintains a reputation as an attractive prosperous location for business; to balance employment and housing needs with natural resource preservation; and to plan and construct the community infrastructure necessary to support current and future business needs.

4. Monitor balance of private property rights with eminent domain and its impact on the overall community. 
Utility and Infrastructure Improvements

1. Review and consider reliable, stable, and competitively priced energy supplies for the Corona region and California’s businesses and consumers.

2. Encourage an adequate supply of appropriate housing to meet the needs of the Corona region and monitor its impact on the Corona business community.

3. Review, consider and propose transportation improvement plans that relieve congestion on freeways, streets and roads, and ensure future mobility within the Corona region.
4. Review and consider polices that improve water quality as the result of comprehensive approaches that will reduce contaminants from water sources in a cost effective manner.
5. Add a section on air quality.

Taxation and Government Finance

1. Review and consider reform measures that solve the state budget’s continuing structural deficit that promotes real economic growth and job creation and its impact on the Corona business community.
2. Encourage cooperation among local/regional and state government agencies, and work to streamline and reduce unnecessary requirements of regulatory agencies.

3. Review and consider ways to privatize government services and public contracts while maintaining or improving standards.

4. Review and consider state and local tax changes and new tax categories affecting the Corona business community

5. Support and promote when appropriate the preparation of cost/benefit analysis ensuring economic impacts are weighed before the imposition of regulatory statutes. 

6. Ensure that regulations on business are kept to a minimum and do not put Corona businesses at a competitive disadvantage.

7. Support local/regional and state programs that secure tax credits for targeted programs.

8. Consider and review policies that promote the outsourcing of essential public services by local/regional and state government agencies.

Pro-Business Leadership

1. Continue a working relationship with local, state and federal representatives. 

2. Consider and review legislation that promotes standards of corporate governance that guide boards of directors and corporate officers in managing their corporations in a competent, ethical manner. Bring forward examples of legislation from 2005.
Employee Relations

1. Review and consider measures that reform the extraordinary costs of the state’s public pension system for the sake of the state’s overall fiscal health.

2. Monitor , provide recommendations and review alternatives to any proposed state minimum wage increases and any local or state living wage ordinances. 

3. Monitor and provide recommendations to the workers’ compensation reform measures which impact costs to Corona businesses.

4. Support responsible health care policy proposals that do not put Corona businesses at a competitive disadvantage and result in increased availability of affordable health care coverage for employers and their employees.
5. Support measures that reform our state’s education and vocational systems which encourage workforce preparation.

6. Oppose legislative proposals that might cause unwarranted and frivolous lawsuits on Corona businesses, consumers and taxpayers.
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