Legislative Action COMMITTEE
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Corona Chamber of Commerce

904 East Sixth Street, Corona 92879

(951) 737-3350
Tuesday, March 20, 2007
8:00am
Presiding:
Cynthia Schneider, Chair
2007 Strategic Initiatives
Improve Communication with the Business Community

Increase Knowledge, Understanding, and Involvement with the Legislative Process

Seek Opportunities to Form Coalitions with Community and Regional Organizations

Call to Order and Roll Call

Chair’s Report
· Let’s Get Moving Campaign: Proposition 1B Transportation Funding for Riverside County
· Redistricting Statement
· Corona Chamber Sets Aggressive Legislative Agenda for 2007
President & CEO’s Report

· Sacramento Small Business Legislative Conference – May 21 – 22, 2007 Early Bird Registration saves $100. if paid by March 20th.  See Denea Breitenbucher in the Chamber office.
New Business
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RECENT UPDATES

April 2007

Corona Chamber Works to Secure $195 Million in Transportation Funding

 The Corona Chamber of Commerce, partnering with the Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC) and other regional business organizations called upon the Corona business community this week to urge state officials to help secure transportation funding for the region.

 The California Transportation Commission (CTC), awarded $195 million dollars of Proposition 1B funding to Riverside County.  Specifically, Riverside County was awarded $157 million to cover the cost of five miles of carpool lanes on Highway 91 and $38 million to widen Interstate 215 between I-15 and Scott Road. The CTC is responsible for the allocation of funds from Proposition 1B.

 Corona businesses wrote letters to the CTC urging them to follow their staff recommendations that included funding for a portion of State Route 91 and to consider the possibility of allocating additional funding for more projects within Riverside County.

 “The Corona Chamber of Commerce is being proactive on an issue that impacts all businesses within this region,” stated Bobby Spiegel, President and CEO of the Corona Chamber. “It is important that the city of Corona and surrounding communities get their fare share of funds to improve our transportation nightmare.” Spiegel continued.

 The Corona Chamber collected letters via its advocacy website, www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz over a 24 hour period and hand delivered the letters to the California Transportation Commission board members.  

 “This extremely successful letter writing campaign, in such a short amount of time, proves our business community is serious about the Chamber’s role representing their interests with government,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Corona Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee.

Log on to www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz for more information on our work.
April 2007

Corona Chamber Supports Election Reform

The Corona Chamber of Commerce supports efforts to make California elections more competitive by reforming the highly politicized process of drawing legislative and congressional districts.

 “This will help to ensure that the business community can remain involved in the election process and support pro-business candidates,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Corona Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee.

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger introduced his plan earlier this year. The plan details include the following:

- Create a Citizens Redistricting Commission composed of 11 independent members, four from each of the state's two major political parties, with the three others being decline-to-state voters or voters with other political affiliations.

- Any redistricting plan must have at least one vote from each of the two major political parties and one from an independent or minor party.

- The commission would be selected by random drawing by the Fair Political Practices Commission from a pool of 55 candidates, nominated by a panel of 10 current or retired county registrars of voters or city election clerks.

- Anyone who has served as an elected official within the past five years, lobbyists or those with family ties to elected officials are not eligible to serve on the panel.

- If the constitutional amendment to create the redistricting commission is approved by a two-thirds majority of the Legislature, it would go before voters.

The Corona Chamber will work with the Governor’s office and the state legislature to ensure that the Corona business community is engaged in policy discussions in the coming months regarding redistricting reform proposals.

Log on to www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz for more information on our work.

February 20, 2007
Corona Chamber Sets Aggressive Legislative Agenda for 2007
 

Each year, the Corona Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee (LAC) develops the Chamber’s legislative priorities. Each of the priorities serve as the foundation for the Corona Chamber’s continuing effort to improve the Corona and regional business climate.  “The Corona Chamber represents the interests of Corona businesses with government,” stated Bobby Spiegel, President and CEO of the Corona Chamber. “Our policy platform is how we plan to protect the economic vitality of our city and region,” Spiegel continued.

 

The LAC also uses the policy platform as a guide when reviewing and considering the Chamber’s positions on local, regional, state, and federal issues. “We look forward to a very active 2007,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Chamber’s LAC. “When we consider the many issues impacting Corona we will remain committed to increasing our communication with the business community on important policy issues, increasing their understanding, and involvement with the legislative process, and seeking opportunities to form coalitions with community and regional organizations,” continued Schneider. 
 

At the January 2007 the LAC and the Chamber’s Board of Directors approved the 2007 policy platform under seven policy priority areas listed and defined below.

 

2007 Policy Platform Priorities
 

1. Redevelopment;

2. Transportation, Infrastructure and the Environment;

3. Cost of Doing Business;

4. Business Attraction and Retention

5. Annexation;

6. Education and Outreach, and;

7. Workforce Issues.

 

Redevelopment
 

Monitor development projects within the downtown and Corona region.

 

Monitor and review polices that balance private property rights with eminent domain and its impact on the overall community.

 
Support responsible and quality redevelopment of areas that are convincingly proven and documented as blighted and suffering from environmental decay that severely lags in economic vitality compared to the surrounding community.

 

Health and Safety Code Section 33031, describes the conditions in which many people live in our community are adequate and do not require reform. The citizens living in these conditions should have the expectation of a better life in terms of the physical environment and a more robust economic base in the community. 

 

The burdens of blight upon a community should not be a physical and economic liability for a city, with no prospect of improvement since private enterprise acting alone cannot reverse a City’s patterns of decay.

 

The health, safety and general welfare of an entire blighted community should receive more consideration than the private property rights of a small number of persons.

 

Annexation
 

Monitor community development goals and policies pertaining to how existing development is going to be maintained and enhanced and how new development will occur. 

 

Monitor land use options where lands are to be conserved and where growth will be targeted and specifies the types, densities, and design characteristics of uses to be permitted and a map depicting their distribution.

 

Monitor community design options that specifies strategies for the visual and environmental enhancement of the City's streetscapes and entries.

 

Monitor housing options that specify strategies for the provision of adequate housing for all City residents.

 

Monitor economic development strategies for business retention and attraction.

 

Monitor historical preservation processes for the preservation of the city's historic buildings, sites and landscapes within the city.

 

Transportation, Infrastructure and the Environment
 

Review and consider policies that addresses the movement of people and goods including autos, transit, bicycles, and other modes.

 

Review and consider policies that addresses the provision of public infrastructure including water, sewer, storm drainage, solid waste, electricity, natural gas, and telecommunications.

 

Review and consider policies that address the provision of services to meet resident needs including police, fire, library, schools, and health.

 

Review and consider policies that address the provision of parklands and recreation programs for the City's residents.

 

Support measures that improve drinking water, adequate water quality and supply, flood control, waterway and natural resource protections, water pollution and contamination controls, state and local park improvements, public access to natural resources, and water conservation efforts.
 

Review and consider reliable, stable, and competitively priced energy supplies for the Corona region and California’s businesses and consumers.

 

Review, consider and propose transportation improvement plans that relieve congestion on freeways, streets and roads, and ensure future mobility within the Corona region.

 

Review and consider policies that impact air quality standards and consider their effect on Corona’s regional business community.

 

Business Attraction and Retention
 

Encourage an adequate supply of appropriate housing to meet the needs of the Corona region and monitor its impact on the Corona business community.

 

Review and consider policies that ensure Corona maintains a reputation as an attractive prosperous location for business; to balance employment and housing needs with natural resource preservation; and to plan and construct the community infrastructure necessary to support current and future business needs.

 

Cost of Doing Business
 

Review and consider reform measures that solve the state budget’s continuing structural deficit that promotes real economic growth and job creation and its impact on the Corona business community.
 
Encourage cooperation among local/regional and state government agencies, and work to streamline and reduce unnecessary requirements of regulatory agencies.

 

Review and consider ways to privatize government services and public contracts while maintaining or improving standards.

 

Review and consider state and local tax changes and new tax categories affecting the Corona business community.

 

Support and promote when appropriate the preparation of cost/benefit analysis ensuring economic impacts are weighed before the imposition of regulatory statutes. 

 

Ensure that regulations on business are kept to a minimum and do not put Corona businesses at a competitive disadvantage.

 

Support local/regional and state programs that secure tax credits for targeted programs.

 

Consider and review policies that promote the outsourcing of essential public services by local/regional and state government agencies.

 

Consider and review legislation that promotes standards of corporate governance that guide boards of directors and corporate officers in managing their corporations in a competent, ethical manner.
 
Review and consider measures that reform the extraordinary costs of the state’s public pension system for the sake of the state’s overall fiscal health.

 

Oppose legislative proposals that might cause unwarranted and frivolous lawsuits on Corona businesses, consumers and taxpayers. 

 

Education and Outreach
 

Continue a working relationship with local, state and federal representatives.

 

Provide opportunities for businesses to increase their knowledge, understanding, and involvement with local, regional and statewide legislative processes.
 

Workforce Issues
 

Support measures that reform our state’s education and vocational systems which encourage workforce preparation.

 
Monitor, provide recommendations and review alternatives to any proposed state minimum wage increases and any local or state living wage ordinances. 

 
Monitor and provide recommendations to the workers’ compensation reform measures which impact costs to Corona businesses.

 
Support responsible health care policy proposals that do not put Corona businesses at a competitive disadvantage and result in increased availability of affordable health care coverage for employers and their employees.
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FEBRUARY 2007 MINUTES

LEGISLATIVE ACTION COMMITTEE

www.coronaadvocacy.biz/about.html

MINUTES

Tuesday, February 20, 2007
8:00am

Presiding:

Cynthia Schneider, Chair
Corona Chamber of Commerce

Conference Room

904 East Sixth Street

Corona, 92879

Meeting was called to order by Chair Schneider at 8:00am

Attendees
	
	
	
	Attended

	Chair
	Cynthia Schneider
	American Security Bank
	X

	
	Tom Kenney
	Key, Freeman and Kenney Agency
	X

	
	Chris Miller
	Chris Miller Mortuary
	X

	
	Alex Braicovich
	Waste Management
	X

	
	Dick Campbell
	RC Product Development
	X

	
	John Couts
	Couts Heating and Cooling, Inc.
	

	
	Frank Emerson
	Dos Lagos
	X

	
	Sandy Klein
	Re/Max All Stars
	X

	
	Chad Miller
	Plas-Tech Sealing Tech
	X

	
	Ann Poloko
	Financial Investors Group
	X

	
	Javier Vasquez
	Miguel’s Restaurants
	X

	
	CC Vest
	Midpoint Bearing
	

	
	Sue Wakefield
	ASJ Industrial Hose and Fittings
	X

	Chamber President
	Bobby Spiegel
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	X

	Chamber 
	Shaun Lumachi
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	X


January 2007 Minutes







ACTION

M/S Approved unanimously.

Let’s Get Moving Campaign






ACTION

M/S Approved unanimously.

To direct staff to prepare a letter to the Chairman of the California Transportation Commission and initiate letter writing campaign via to that expresses the following:
· Proposition 1B will have a profound effect on our state’s transportation system for many years into the future, and the Commission’s decisions to allocate funding are challenging yet vitally important.

· Urges the Commission to support the staff recommendation for funding a portion of State Route 91.

· Urges the Commission to consider the possibility of allocating additional funding for more projects in Riverside County. Projects such as the improvement of the State Route 71/91 interchange and the addition of High Occupancy Vehicle Lanes on State Route 91 in Riverside as well as additional projects on Interstate 15 and 215 are desperately needed and are deserving of funding consideration.

Health Care in California





UPDATE/ACTION

M/S Approved unanimously.

The Corona Chamber of Commerce with continue to work with Assemblymember Todd Spitzer and the Southwest California Legislative Council to draft a letter to the director of the Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) regarding the health care facility construction project review process. The purpose of the letter is to open a channel of communication with OSHPD.
Draft 2007 Air Quality Management Plan




DISCUSSION/ACTION

The LAC heard a presentation from: Kim White, Public Information Specialist, South Coast Air Quality Management District; Daniel Rittatore, City of Corona, Economic Development; and, Lea Petersen, The Gas Company regarding the AQMD Draft Air Quality Management Plan.

M/S Approved unanimously.

The LAC met in Executive Session to discuss and provide specific recommendations to staff on preparing a sub committee to review the 2007 Air Quality Management Plan.

The LAC approved a subcommittee to review the Draft 2007 Air Quality Management Plan, provide recommendations to the LAC no later than the March 2007 LAC meeting for review and approval and to consider a position on the AQMD's general approach in focusing on mobile sources while reserving the right to withhold judgment on the specific control measure regarding "hot gas."

Redistricting Reform






ACTION

M/S Approved unanimously.

The Corona Chamber supports efforts to make California elections more competitive by reforming the highly politicized process of drawing legislative and congressional districts.

The Corona Chamber will work with the Governor’s office and the state legislature to ensure that the Corona business community is engaged in policy discussions in the coming months regarding redistricting reform proposals.

Operating Procedures Revision





ACTION

M/S Approved unanimously to table until the March 2007 LAC meeting..

ACTION
Agenda Item 2
Legislative Action Committee

March 20, 2007

Health Care reform: OSHPD ISSUE
Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Recommended Action

The Corona Chamber of Commerce, working with the Southwest California Legislative Council shall draft a letter to the director of the Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) regarding the health care facility construction project review process. 
The purpose of the letter is to open a channel of communication with OSHPD.

The letter shall communicate concerns that the fees associated with the review process are enormous and health care facility construction project review times are extravagant. These fees are passed onto the consumer and the extravagant review times drive up project costs ultimately impacting a rise in health care costs for employees and employers. Furthermore, consumers are impacted by delays in hospital services caused by the extravagant review times.
.
Current Corona Chamber Health Care Reform Position
(Adopted at the January 2007 LAC Meeting)
The Corona Chamber of Commerce reserves its right to establish its position on the Governor’s health care reform package during or after the legislature has time to review and debate his proposal.
The Corona Chamber of Commerce supports: 

· Policies that encourage continued medical discoveries and innovations that improve quality of care;

· Actions that preserve the current voluntary employer-provided health coverage system;

· Efforts to contain the costs of premiums;

· Conformity to federal law on health savings accounts;

· Legislation to allow employers to offer more affordable benefit plans that allow choices in coverage;

· Opportunities to gain efficiencies and optimal outcomes by coordinating the fragmented health care delivery systems;

· Policies that prevent cost shifting from government-provided programs to the private sector;

· Work to curb the expansion of litigation in the health care system;

· Wellness and disease management education programs;

· Cost containment; and,

· Current and future health care professionals continue to provide their professional services independent and with their local hospital.

The Corona Chamber of Commerce opposes:

· Proposals that stifle research and development, enact price controls, encourage counterfeit drugs and interfere in the ability of employers and health providers to negotiate for lower drug costs;

· Proposals to establish a government-run health care delivery system in California; and,

· Current employer mandates.

DISCUSSION
Agenda Item 3
Legislative Action Committee

March 20, 2007

CALIFORNIA’S NURSING SHORTAGE
Presentation

Cynthia Schneider
LAC Chair

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Source

California Health Care Association

Recommended Action

This is a discussion item.

Background

· The current nursing shortage comes as no surprise to nursing leaders in California. Nursing work force forecasts completed by the California Strategic Planning Committee for Nursing (CSPCN) in 1999 predicted the current and continuing shortages. 
· The identification of the problem resulted in public policy action by CSPCN members to obtain additional funding for nursing education. 
Shortages of Nursing Personnel
· Reports of impending and actual shortages of registered nurses (RNs) as well as other nursing personnel appear frequently in the California and national press.

· Factors contributing to California's nursing shortage include changes in the healthcare environment that resulted in downsizing of the nursing work force as a result of managed care, the aging nursing work force, and public policy regarding nursing education. 
· As a result, California ranks 50th in the nation in number of RNs per 100,000 population. 
· The current shortage is termed a "public health crisis" owing to a projected shortfall of 25,000 nurses within the next five years. 
· Finding 25,000 additional nurses over the next five years only maintains the status quo.

· Others also project the need for additional RNs in California. However, one report, based on an analysis of previous shortages, indicates that the problem is one of distribution rather than supply.
· California cannot easily obtain additional RNs by increasing out-of-state recruitment. Half of the RNs working in California already are educated in other states or countries.

· The shortage is occurring in other states and the educational pipeline, especially at the baccalaureate level, is decreasing nationally. 
· Recruitment efforts aimed at increasing enrollments in California programs are problematic. Until recently, all RN pre-licensure nursing education programs were fully subscribed, many with waiting lists of up to four years. 
· Additionally, the number of RN pre-licensure nursing education enrollment opportunities have decreased slightly over the last 10 years rather than increasing to keep pace with increases in population.

Need for Baccalaureate Preparation
· While nursing shortages are not new, the current situation differs from past shortages. Not only is the shortage in number of nurses, the educational preparation of nurses is inadequate to meet the demands of today's health care system. 
· Employers demand more baccalaureate prepared nurses for hospitals and specialty nurses for intensive care units, operating rooms, emergency rooms, and other specialized areas of acute care.

· Only 60% of California's nurses practice in hospitals. The remainder are practicing in community settings such as out-patient clinics, home care, public health, and non-traditional case management settings.
· These practice settings need nurses prepared with at least the baccalaureate for the knowledge and skills necessary for service in the community. 
· Yet, approximately 70% of nurses in California received their initial education at the associate degree level and of these, only 16% return to school for the bachelor's degree in nursing.

· Advanced practice nurses such as nurse practitioners, nurse anesthetists, nurse midwives, case managers, and clinical specialists are also in demand. These nurses have at least a master's preparation and practice in a variety of settings.

Faculty Shortage
· In addition to the nursing work force shortage, there is a dangerous shortfall of nursing faculty nationally. Most baccalaureate and higher degree nursing programs across the country are experiencing a lack of well-prepared nurse educators. 
· The faculty is aging and educational programs are in fierce competition with industry for nurses who hold advanced degrees. 
· The same scenarios are present in California. At least a master's degree is required for clinical instructors and a doctorate is required for teachers in baccalaureate and higher degree programs. 
· This situation is ominous, as it is the faculty who prepares the nurses for the future; and even if additional students are recruited for the profession, schools of nursing will be hard pressed to provide educational programs.

Targeted Funding for Nursing Education
· In 1999, another attempt was made to secure funding. The Scott Bill, AB655, was introduced requiring the chancellors and presidents of the California Community College, California State University, the University of California, (CSU) and the Association of Independent Colleges and Universities to issue a joint report with a recommended plan and budget for increasing the number of nurses graduating from nursing programs in California and providing specialty training for RNs. 
· The bill passed and Governor Gray Davis signed it in October, 1999.

· Through the leadership of the Board of Registered Nursing, a "Scott Commission" was formed and met several times in the winter of 2000. 
· There were representatives from CSPCN, the four education systems, industry, the boards of nursing, and professional organizations. 
· The report of the Commission was submitted to the Governor and the Legislature with recommendations for financial support to state-supported institutions and increased financial aid for nursing students enrolled in private schools. 
· Included were recommendations for recruitment into nursing and a master plan for state supported schools. It was also recommended that the work force forecasting model be institutionalized and housed in the Board of Registered Nursing.

· The recommendations with funding were included in the final budget but were vetoed by line item by Governor Gray Davis. 
· In comments regarding the deletions, the Governor's aides for education indicated that the Governor continues to support current practices of regional decision-making for allocation of education monies rather than directed funding allocations.

Scholarship Funds
· Funding efforts will continue in order to provide critically needed additional nursing education opportunities in California through all the systems. 
· The Legislature and the Governor approved increases in scholarship aid to all eligible high school graduates in the coming year's budget. 
· These scholarships are known as CalGrants. 
· This action is an incentive for potential nursing students planning to attend private, independent colleges as well as state supported schools. However, additional educational opportunities are needed.

· Unwilling to wait for legislative action, nurse leaders in San Diego created a $1.3 million dollar partnership between industry and education to double enrollments at San Diego State University. 
· Six hospitals or health systems will contribute $70,000 each over three years to support the addition of six instructors and enrollment of 120 additional students.

DISCUSSION/ACTION
Agenda Item 4
Legislative Action Committee

March 20, 2007

Draft 2007 Air Quality Management Plan
Presentation

Alex Braicovich

Waste Management

Dick Campbell

RC Product Development
Cynthia Schneider

LAC Chair

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Subcommittee Recommended Action
It is the understanding of the Corona Chamber that there are concerns with the SCAQMD draft air quality Management Plan. Specifically, the Gas Company is concerned with the negative impacts to the natural gas supply market and any subsequent economic impacts to our business community.
The Corona Chamber urges the SCAQMD, The Gas Company and other impacted businesses to discuss reasonable solutions to any concerns.
Background

The LAC appointed a subcommittee at its February 2007 meeting asking that it submit a recommended course of action on the SCAQMD draft air quality management plan by the March 2007 LAC meeting.

Since the February LAC meeting, staff communicated with representatives of the Gas Company and the SCAQMD. Staff also met with a representative of the regional waste association. 
The clear issue with at least one of our members (The Gas Company) that has the most impact on our business community, after communicating with the parties mentioned above, is the concerns of The Gas Company as it relates to the natural gas issue.
The subcommittee did not see any benefit to the Corona Chamber spending any resources taking a side on the draft plan. Instead, the subcommittee believes the reasonable solution at this point is to urge The Gas

Company and the SCAQMD to work together to find reasonable solutions to any concerns between them.

AQMD Position

1. Under state and federal law, the South Coast AQMD is the agency responsible for attaining federal air quality standards.  Its primary jurisdiction is over stationary sources and the state and federal governments have the primary jurisdiction over mobile sources including those transport modes involved in goods movement - trucks, rail and planes. 

2. The AQMD states that the negative impacts for failing to attain cannot be overstated. AQMD points to several recent studies showing the permanent impaired lung function in children, increase in the cancer risk and up to 6,500 premature deaths a year for failing to attain the clean air standards. 
3. In addition, failure to attain the federal clean air standards will result in federal sanctions including the loss of federal transportation dollars for the regions and greater offset requirements for any new development. 

4. To reach the federal air quality standards, the AQMP drafts an Air Quality Management Plan every three years to serve as a blueprint for its work in the following years.  The present draft 2007 plan has been circulated for 6 months and has been the subject of various stakeholder meetings, town hall meetings and public hearings.  A final draft is anticipated in the next few weeks.

5. However, should this plan be adopted by the AQMD governing board and subsequently by California Air Resources Board (CARB), it only begins a process of continued dialogue through the rulemaking process. In essence, according to the AQMD, the plan is a list of concepts to be further studied. 

6. The plan is unique in that it focuses on mobile sources despite the AQMD's primary jurisdiction over stationary sources. The AQMD explains that the stationary sources under its jurisdictions - restaurants, small businesses, factories, dry cleaners, etc. - have already achieved emissions reductions upwards of 90 percent. The AQMP argues that the mobile sources under the state and federal government's primary jurisdiction have yet to do their fair share.  Moreover, even if emission from all stationary sources were brought down to zero, the federal clean air standards would not be attained unless the mobile sources reduced their emissions by 80%.  

Opposition Position

· SCAQMD Control Measures 4 (CMB-4) proposes to obtain unsubstantiated emissions reductions by regulating natural gas quality specifications.
· According to The Gas Company, 20-30% of their gas comes from California & Rocky Mountain producers which, according to The Gas Company, if refused under the draft plan would significantly impact the availability and reliability of natural gas supplies to Southern California. 

· It is possible that California and Rocky Mountain producers will sell their gas to other states rather than invest to meet the proposed SCAQMD standards. The results will be that Southern California consumers of natural gas could expect to see their costs increase.
· While the plan is intended only for its jurisdiction, it is infeasible for impacted companies to adopt different gas specifications for different areas within companies service territory.
Agenda Item 5
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OPERATING PROCEDURES REVISIONS

Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Recommended Action

The Corona Chamber approves the following underlined addition to its Operating Procures and recommends approval to the Board of Directors:

I. Legislation Position Authority 

LAC
LAC shall have the authority on behalf of the Board of Directors, to approve any legislative positions that align with the approved policy platform consistent with the LAC’s mission statement. The LAC must approve any legislative positions by a vote of 60% of the current LAC voting membership. 

Background

At the December 2006 LAC meeting, the LAC informally discussed revising its operating procedures to include a “super majority” approval requirement on all action. This was discussed at the September 2006 LAC retreat as a way of securing as much of a consensus as possible on the Corona Chamber legislative positions.

Current Operating Procedures

CORONA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

LEGISLATIVE ACTION COMMITTEE (LAC)

Operating Procedures

Approved by the Legislative Action Committee at its January 2006 Meeting

Approved by the Board of Directors at its March 2006 Meeting

II. Mission Statement

The mission of the Corona Chamber of Commerce Legislative Action Committee (LAC) is to provide a basis for the Corona Chamber to act on local, state and federal government issues and have a good working relationship with its elected officials thus creating a favorable and profitable business climate.

III. Composition

The LAC will consist of 15 voting members. Composition shall be representative of the general Corona Chamber membership. 

The LAC Chair position will be appointed by the incoming Chair of the Board of Directors in consultation with the President and CEO and subject to Board approval each year. 

LAC membership is open to all Corona Chamber members in good standing. 

LAC meetings are open to all members of the Corona Chamber. 

All elected officials representing Corona and the region or their designees are ex officio, nonvoting members of the LAC.

IV. Policy Platform

Beginning in October of each year, the LAC shall develop a Policy Platform consistent with the LAC’s mission statement that shall serve as the public policy priorities for following year. 

The Policy Platform shall be recommended to the Board of Directors no later than its January meeting for discussion and approval.

V. Legislation Position Authority 

Board of Directors

The Corona Chamber Board of Directors shall be updated each month of any legislative positions approved by the LAC.

The Board of Directors shall have the authority to modify any position of the LAC. 

LAC
LAC shall have the authority on behalf of the Board of Directors, to approve any legislative positions that align with the approved policy platform consistent with the LAC’s mission statement.

Executive Committee of LAC
The President and CEO, Chairman of the Board and the LAC Chairman, shall have the authority to act on behalf of the LAC to approve any legislative positions that align with the policy platform consistent with the LAC’s mission statement. 

The LAC members shall be notified of this action within 48 hours (or no later than the end of the first working day should the LAC action be taken on a Friday or day before a holiday). 

The LAC shall have the authority to modify any decision of the Executive Committee of LAC at its next scheduled meeting.

VI. Voting Members

LAC members will serve two (2) year terms beginning January 1 and ending December 31 of the following year with no term limits. 

LAC members shall be appointed by the LAC Chair in consultation with the Corona Chamber Chairman and President and CEO. 

VII. Voting Membership Vacancies

Prospective LAC members can apply for openings by notifying the LAC Chair.  

The LAC Chair will appoint voting members to fill in vacancies during the year in consultation with the Corona Chamber Chairman of the Board and President and CEO. 

VIII. Attendance

The LAC meets the third Tuesday of each month at 8:00am. 

If a LAC member accumulates more than three (3) unexcused absences in a year, the member loses voting privileges.

An unexcused absence will be charged to members if notification to the LAC Chairman is not made prior to the start of the LAC meeting.

IX. Minutes

Minutes will be kept of all LAC meetings.

X. Quorum

A quorum shall consist of a simple majority of the total voting LAC membership. 

If a quorum cannot be assembled, the Executive Committee of LAC is empowered to act on behalf of the LAC.

XI. Amendments

The authority to approve and amend the Legislative Action Committee Operating Procedures shall be vested in the Corona Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors.

ACTION
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LEGISLATIVE REPORT #1
Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

2007 State Legislation

	AB 39

	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Undocumented Criminal Aliens


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Public Safety Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires the Secretary of the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation to demand in writing that the United State Attorney General take federal custody of any undocumented criminal alien incarcerated in California's correctional system and, if the federal government does not comply with the demand, then the secretary shall annually bill the federal government for the costs of incarcerating undocumented criminal aliens.


	 


	 

	Recommended Position:
	Support



	

	


	AB 291

	AUTHOR:
	Jeffries (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	State Highway Route 74: Relinquishment


	 

	COMMITTEE:
	Assembly Transportation Committee


	 

	HEARING:
	03/26/2007 1:30 pm


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Authorizes the Transportation Commission to relinquish a portion of State Highway Route 74 in the City of Lake Elsinore in Riverside County to that city under certain conditions.


	 


	 

	Recommended Position:
	Support



	

	


	AB 401

	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Traffic Congestion Relief Program


	 

	LOCATION:
	ASSEMBLY


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	States the intent of the Legislature to expedite the construction of the projects in the Traffic Congestion Relief Program which consists of a specified program of transportation projects to relieve traffic congestion and provide additional transportation capacity.


	 


	 

	Recommended Position:
	Support



	

	


	AB 510

	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Employment: Working Hours


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Labor and Employment Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Permits an individual nonexempt employee to request an employee-selected flexible work schedule providing for workdays up to 10 hours per day within a 40 hour workweek. Allows an employer to implement this schedule without any obligation to pay overtime compensation.


	 


	 

	Recommended Position:
	Support



	

	


	AB 613

	AUTHOR:
	Tran (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workplace Postings


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Labor and Employment Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires that workplace postings and notices be written in plain language so that employers and employees can easily understand them. Requires the Division of Labor Standards Enforcement to convene a working group to review and recommend revisions to all employment-related postings required in California workplaces.


	 


	 

	Recommended Position:
	Support



	

	


	AB 657

	AUTHOR:
	Jeffries (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Greenhouse Gas Emissions


	 

	LOCATION:
	ASSEMBLY


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to existing law which designates the State Air Resources Board as the agency charged with monitoring and regulating sources of emissions of greenhouse gases that cause global warming.


	 


	 

	Recommended Position:
	Support



	

	


	AB 1003

	AUTHOR:
	Jeffries (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Department of Transportation


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Transportation Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Provides that a local or regional agency that is contributing an unspecified portion of a state highway project's costs from local revenues may request the Department of Transportation to provide dedicated personnel or other resources pursuant to a special agreement between the agency and the department in order to expedite the department's review of the project.


	 


	 

	Recommended Position:
	Support



	

	


	AB 1117

	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Outdoor Advertising


	 

	LOCATION:
	ASSEMBLY


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Amends the Outdoor Advertising Act. Deems an advertising display erected by a city or county to advertise businesses operating in a redevelopment agency project area or in a business improvement district whose boundaries overlap those of the redevelopment agency project area, to be on the premises at any location within 1,000 feet of the legal boundaries of the project are if the display meets certain conditions.


	 


	 

	Recommended Position:
	Support



	

	


	AB 1131

	AUTHOR:
	Jeffries (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Joint Powers Agreements: Joint Powers Agencies


	 

	LOCATION:
	ASSEMBLY


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires the agreement for a joint powers agency that is authorized to levy a general or special tax, exorcise eminent domain, or make a change to, or enact a regulation restricting land uses to require that at least one member of the joint powers agency directly represent any affected land owner.


	 


	 

	Recommended Position:
	Support



	

	


	AB 1240

	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Riverside County Transportation Commission


	 

	LOCATION:
	ASSEMBLY


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Authorizes the Riverside County Transportation Commission to enter into those design-build contracts for the purpose of constructing commuter rail lines and would designate that commission as a transit operator for those purposes.


	 


	 

	Recommended Position:
	Support



	

	


	AB 1277

	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Corporate Tax


	 

	LOCATION:
	ASSEMBLY


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to the Corporation Tax Law which allows a deduction for a charitable contribution made by a taxpayer during the taxable year.


	 


	 

	Recommended Position:
	Support



	

	


	AB 1293

	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation: Liquidation Estate


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Insurance Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires the liquidation estate of Fremont Indemnity Company to forward to specified school district employees a lump sum not to exceed $8 million for the express purpose of covering those claims already paid by the school district employers, as well as those liabilities incurred and to be incurred, for any self-insured retention transferred to Fremont Indemnity Company prior to January 1, 2000.


	 


	 

	Recommended Position:
	Support



	

	


	AB 1341

	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation: Temporary Disability


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Insurance Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires for temporary disability, that limits for average weekly earnings remain the same, but increased by an amount equal to the percentage increase in the state average weekly wage compared to the prior year. Increases from the date of commencement of temporary disability payments, the period of time during which an employee can receive aggregate disability payments.


	 


	 

	Recommended Position:
	Support



	

	


	AB 1364

	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Insurers: Termination of Operation


	 

	LOCATION:
	ASSEMBLY


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Makes minor changes to existing law which requires the issuance of a certificate of authority by the Insurance Commissioner in order for an insurer to transact business in this state.


	 


	 

	Recommended Position:
	Support



	

	


	AB 1478

	AUTHOR:
	Jeffries (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Property Tax Losses Reserve Fund: Limits


	 

	LOCATION:
	ASSEMBLY


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Amends existing law that authorizes counties to adopt an alternative method for the distribution of secured roll property tax levies. Requires counties to maintain the amount of the total delinquent secured taxes and assessments in the tax losses reserve fund at not less than 25% and allows counties to credit moneys to the county general fund where the reserve fund exceeds a percentage of the total delinquent secured taxes and assessments. Reduces the 25% limitation to 3%.


	 


	 

	Recommended Position:
	Support



	

	


	AJR 14

	AUTHOR:
	Jeffries (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Customs Duties and Importation Revenues


	 

	COMMITTEE:
	Assembly Jobs, Economic Development and The Economy Committee


	 

	HEARING:
	04/17/2007 9:00 am


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Memorializes the President and Congress to enact legislation that will ensure that a substantial increment of new revenues derived from customs duties and importation fees be dedicated to mitigating the economic, mobility, security, and environmental impacts of trade in this state and in other trade-affected states.


	 


	 

	Recommended Position:
	Support



	

	


	SB 55

	AUTHOR:
	Florez (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Water Quality: Sewage Sludge


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Environmental Quality Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires a publicly owned treatment works to submit a certification to the regional water quality board that any sewage sludge transferred from a facility for disposal or further processing meets the requirements and standards for any pollutants listed in the waste requirements. Requires such treatment works to submit the certification to any person or facility that accepts sewage sludge from that works for disposal or processing. Authorizes a person or facility for indemnification.


	 


	 

	Recommended Position:
	Oppose


	

	


	SB 59

	AUTHOR:
	Cogdill (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Reliable Water Supply Bond Act of 2008


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Enacts the Reliable Water Supply Bond Act, which, if approved by the voters, would authorize, for purposes of financing a water supply program, the issuance of bonds. Requires the Secretary of State to submit the bond act to the voter.


	 


	 

	Recommended Position:
	Support



	

	


	SB 423

	AUTHOR:
	Harman (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Exemplary Damages


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Judiciary Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Amends existing law which authorizes a plaintiff to recover exemplary damages in an action for the breach of an obligation not arising from contract if it is proven by clear and convincing evidence that the defendant has been guilty of oppression, fraud, or malice. Limits the amount of exemplary damages that are available pursuant to the provision described above to 3 times the amount of compensatory damages.


	 


	 

	Recommended Position:
	Support
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