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Improve Communication with the Business Community

Increase Knowledge, Understanding, and Involvement with the Legislative Process

Seek Opportunities to Form Coalitions with Community and Regional Organizations

Call to Order and Roll Call

	
	
	
	Attended

	Chair
	Cynthia Schneider
	American Security Bank
	

	
	Tom Kenney
	Key, Freeman and Kenney Agency
	

	
	Chris Miller
	Chris Miller Mortuary
	

	
	Alex Braicovich
	Waste Management
	

	
	Dick Campbell
	RC Product Development
	

	
	John Couts
	Couts Heating and Cooling, Inc.
	

	
	Frank Emerson
	Dos Lagos
	

	
	Sandy Klein
	Re/Max All Stars
	

	
	Chad Miller
	Plas-Tech Sealing Tech
	

	
	Ann Poloko
	Financial Investors Group
	

	
	Javier Vasquez
	Miguel’s Restaurants
	

	
	CC Vest
	Midpoint Bearing
	

	
	Sue Wakefield
	ASJ Industrial Hose and Fittings
	

	Chamber President
	Bobby Spiegel
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	

	Chamber 
	Shaun Lumachi
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	


Call to Order and Roll Call

Chair’s Report
· Focus Group

· Recent Updates
President & CEO’s Report

· Sacramento Small Business Legislative Conference – May 21 – 22, 2007 
New Business

4. March 2007 Minutes





ACTION
5. Health Care Reform
a. OSHPD Issue





UPDATE
b. Health Care Summit




INFORMATION
6. Legislative Report #2
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Local, State, Federal Legislative Staff Updates

Announcements

Adjourn

CHAIR’S REPORT
Legislative Action Committee

May 15, 2007

RECENT UPDATES

May 2007

Corona Chamber Leads Regional Effort to Reduce Health Care Costs

The Corona Chamber is working with Assemblymember Todd Spitzer and a regional business advocacy coalition of the Temecula Valley, Murrieta and Lake Elsinore Valley Chambers of Commerce to offer solutions to our state’s health care crisis. The rising costs of health care in California is making it difficult for businesses, especially small business, to afford to offer health care benefits to employees and their dependents.  It is estimated that one out of every five Californians are without health insurance..  

“We are committed to offering reasonable solutions to the health care crisis,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Corona Chamber Legislative Action Committee. “Mandating new taxes on business is not the best solution. There are other ways we can cut health care costs,” Schneider continued.

The Corona Chamber is seeking the support of the Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) to review their guidelines and practices concerning plans and construction applications for health care facilities in California.  When a hospital construction project is submitted to OSHPD for approval, the plans and construction application is reviewed by OSHPD staff to ensure that both are complete. If it is determined that the plans and the construction application is complete, both enter into a queue for a subsequent array of reviews. After the reviews are complete, OSHPD will usually return the plans to the hospital architect, often requesting corrections. 

The corrected plans are then sent back into OSHPD for a “back-check.” If the plans are then deemed acceptable by OSHPD, the process is complete. If there are still problems with the plans, they are again sent back to the hospital’s architect for further corrections until OSHPD agrees that the plans meet the building code requirements.

The Corona Chamber is concerned that the fees associated with the review process are enormous and review times are protracted and prolonged. Both the fees and the inordinately excessive review times drive up project costs, ultimately impacting a rise in health care costs for employees and employers, and ultimately the patient. Furthermore, consumers are impacted by delays in hospital services caused by the excessive review times.

“The Chamber is committed to working with OSHPD to streamline project timelines and costs,” stated Bobby Spiegel, Corona Chamber President and CEO. “We look forward to working with OSHPD in the coming months on this important issue.”

Log on to www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz for more information.

May 2007

Corona Chamber to Co-Host Health Care Summit

On June 7, 2007, the Corona Chamber and the Corona Taxpayers Association will co-host a regional Health Care Summit at California Baptist University. The summit will focus on the current health care reform plans that have been proposed by state legislators and the Governor.  

“The goal of this summit is to educate our business community on the impacts of the current health care reform plans being developed in Sacramento,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Corona Chamber Legislative Action Committee. “We want businesses to be informed and prepared to voice their concerns to our elected officials as each plan is debated in Sacramento,” Schneider continued. 

The major health care reform proposals being debated in Sacramento differ in their impacts on the Corona business community. The Governor's proposal is built on "shared responsibility, shared benefit" where every segment of the health care system realizes a benefit and has some responsibility.  The Governor has broken down his plan into three categories and has termed these categories as his “building blocks” in order to reflect a “systems” approach to health care reform:  

1. Prevention, Health Promotion, and Wellness

2. Cover All Californians

3. Affordability and Cost Containment

The Senate Republicans do not believe it is feasible to cover the 6.5 million uninsured residents.  This includes their belief in not covering illegal immigrants, residents that are already eligible for government subsidies or the part of the population who can afford insurance but chooses not to buy it. Their plan is designed to cover 1 million Californians who truly need health care.  This plan would not raise money through additional taxes or mandates.  Instead, it relies on a series of tax credits and other incentives to persuade employers to provide insurance for their employees or to entice doctors to accept MediCal patients. The plan also calls for expanding the state’s network of community clinics to alleviate the burden on emergency rooms.  This would encourage the building of more clinics that ultimately would provide lower cost health care.

The Assembly Speaker’s plan covers all working Californians and their dependents including all children, regardless of residency status, up to 300% of the federal poverty level. Working Californians and dependents would be required to have a minimum health 
coverage policy. Employers would be required to spend a certain percentage of payroll  (adjusted on a sliding scale) for employee health insurance OR pay an equivalent amount to a State Trust Fund along with an employee contribution.

The Assembly Republican Caucus Plan allows for Health Savings Accounts.  Individuals who purchase high-deductible insurance can put untaxed money into those accounts.  At the end of the year, unused funds would carry over. Their plan will also allow businesses to purchase insurance policies that cover both medical care and workers' compensation. It will also permit Californians to deduct all medical expenses from their state income taxes, and permitting doctors to obtain tax credits for treating people with little or no insurance.

Log on to www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz for more information on this issue.
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Sacramento Legislative Conference Briefing Packet
Presentation
Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs
Draft Briefing Packet

May 21, 2007

To:

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer



State Senator Jim Battin



From:

Cynthia Schneider



Chair, Legislative Action Committee



Bobby Spiegel



President/CEO

Subject:

Corona Chamber of Commerce Public Policy Priorities
  
In late 2005, the Corona Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors voted to expand benefits that the chamber provides to its members. This expansion of services is an ambitious government affairs program that effectively represents the interests of Corona businesses with government. 

 
The Chamber created a new Legislative Action Committee (LAC) to serve as the grassroots leadership to implement to the new government affairs program. The LAC is a chamber member-only committee that meets once per month to serve as an action team for educating elected officials, making decisions on important business related public policy issues, and setting goals and priorities on a yearly basis. 
The Chamber developed aggressive policy priorities and created the following four specific membership benefits to assist Corona businesses in the effort to protect their interests with government:

 

1. We track legislation and issues at the local, state and federal level;

2. We serve as a public policy resource for the business community on issues impacting their ability to do business; 

3. We involve businesses in developing priorities and advancing those priorities, and; 

4. We use cutting edge communication strategies to engage the business community.

 

The LAC took positions on over 35 potential statewide laws plus three major local issues and played a vital role in the discussions. The Chamber took a stand on local redevelopment issues, statewide minimum wage increases and efforts to rollback the workers compensation reforms of 2004. The Chamber also took a stand on each of the propositions on the November 2006 ballot.

 

The Chamber created www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz delivering value-added benefits by acting as a two-way communication tool for the local business community. The site informs the business community about critical local, state, and national issues that can affect businesses. 

 

In late-September 2006, the LAC began a strategic planning process to determine the Chamber’s 2007 public policy priorities. The LAC decided that the Chamber will continue to be committed to taking action for its members, communicating the business point of view with local elected officials, and lead efforts to ensure that the business community is not over-regulated by government.
 

The LAC also developed its specific public policy priorities for 2007. The LAC decided that the Chamber will increase its communication with the business community to seek feedback and find ways to actively engage businesses on public policy impacting their interests. The Chamber will develop local and regional coalitions with community organizations to advance the effort to represent the interests of business with government.  Specifically, the Chamber will engage policy discussions on local issues such as: downtown redevelopment, local and regional transportation infrastructure, issues that impact the attraction and retention of businesses and annexation.

About the Corona Chamber Legislative Action Committee (LAC)
 

The mission of the Corona Chamber of Commerce Legislative Action Committee (LAC) is to provide a basis for the Corona Chamber to act on local, state and federal government issues and have a good working relationship with its elected officials thus creating a favorable and profitable business climate.

The LAC consists of 15 voting members and composition shall be representative of the general Corona Chamber membership. LAC membership is open to all Corona Chamber members in good standing. LAC meetings are open to all members of the Corona Chamber. 
2007 LAC Voting Members
Cynthia Schneider
2007 LAC Chair
American Security Bank

 

Tom Kenney
2006 LAC Chair
Key, Freeman & Kenney Agency

  

Bobby Spiegel
Corona Chamber 


Alex Braicovich
Waste Management

 

Richard Campbell
R.C. Product Development


John R. Couts
Couts Heating & Cooling, Inc.
 

Frank Emerson 
Dos Lagos
 

Sandy Klein
RE/MAX All Stars Realty

 

Rick May 
Summit Industries/Jardin Headers

 

Chad Miller
Plas-Tech Sealing Technologies, LLC

 
Ann Poloko
Financial Investors Group
 

Javier Vasquez
Miguel's Corporation

 

C C Vest 
Midpoint Bearing

 

Susan Wakefield
A S J Industrial Hose & Fittings
Corona Chamber 2007 Policy Platform

http://www.coronaadvocacy.biz/priorities.html

 

Each year, the Corona Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee (LAC) develops the Chamber’s legislative priorities. Each of the priorities serve as the foundation for the Corona Chamber’s continuing effort to improve the Corona and regional business climate.  “The Corona Chamber represents the interests of Corona businesses with government,” stated Bobby Spiegel, President and CEO of the Corona Chamber. “Our policy platform is how we plan to protect the economic vitality of our city and region,” Spiegel continued.

 

The LAC also uses the policy platform as a guide when reviewing and considering the Chamber’s positions on local, regional, state, and federal issues. “We look forward to a very active 2007,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Chamber’s LAC. “When we consider the many issues impacting Corona we will remain committed to increasing our communication with the business community on important policy issues, increasing their understanding, and involvement with the legislative process, and seeking opportunities to form coalitions with community and regional organizations,” continued Schneider. 
 

At the January 2007 the LAC and the Chamber’s Board of Directors approved the 2007 policy platform under seven policy priority areas listed and defined below.

 

2007 Policy Platform
 

1. Redevelopment;

2. Transportation, Infrastructure and the Environment;

3. Cost of Doing Business;

4. Business Attraction and Retention

5. Annexation;

6. Education and Outreach, and;

7. Workforce Issues.

 

Redevelopment
 

Monitor development projects within the downtown and Corona region.

 

Monitor and review polices that balance private property rights with eminent domain and its impact on the overall community.

 
Support responsible and quality redevelopment of areas that are convincingly proven and documented as blighted and suffering from environmental decay that severely lags in economic vitality compared to the surrounding community.

 

Health and Safety Code Section 33031, describes the conditions in which many people live in our community are adequate and do not require reform. The citizens living in these conditions should have the expectation of a better life in terms of the physical environment and a more robust economic base in the community. 

 

The burdens of blight upon a community should not be a physical and economic liability for a city, with no prospect of improvement since private enterprise acting alone cannot reverse a City’s patterns of decay.

 

The health, safety and general welfare of an entire blighted community should receive more consideration than the private property rights of a small number of persons.

 

Annexation
 

Monitor community development goals and policies pertaining to how existing development is going to be maintained and enhanced and how new development will occur. 

 

Monitor land use options where lands are to be conserved and where growth will be targeted and specifies the types, densities, and design characteristics of uses to be permitted and a map depicting their distribution.

 

Monitor community design options that specifies strategies for the visual and environmental enhancement of the City's streetscapes and entries.

 

Monitor housing options that specify strategies for the provision of adequate housing for all City residents.

 

Monitor economic development strategies for business retention and attraction.

 

Monitor historical preservation processes for the preservation of the city's historic buildings, sites and landscapes within the city.

 

Transportation, Infrastructure and the Environment
 

Review and consider policies that addresses the movement of people and goods including autos, transit, bicycles, and other modes.

 

Review and consider policies that addresses the provision of public infrastructure including water, sewer, storm drainage, solid waste, electricity, natural gas, and telecommunications.

 

Review and consider policies that address the provision of services to meet resident needs including police, fire, library, schools, and health.

 

Review and consider policies that address the provision of parklands and recreation programs for the City's residents.

 

Support measures that improve drinking water, adequate water quality and supply, flood control, waterway and natural resource protections, water pollution and contamination controls, state and local park improvements, public access to natural resources, and water conservation efforts.
 

Review and consider reliable, stable, and competitively priced energy supplies for the Corona region and California’s businesses and consumers.

 

Review, consider and propose transportation improvement plans that relieve congestion on freeways, streets and roads, and ensure future mobility within the Corona region.

 

Review and consider policies that impact air quality standards and consider their effect on Corona’s regional business community.

 

Business Attraction and Retention
 

Encourage an adequate supply of appropriate housing to meet the needs of the Corona region and monitor its impact on the Corona business community.

 

Review and consider policies that ensure Corona maintains a reputation as an attractive prosperous location for business; to balance employment and housing needs with natural resource preservation; and to plan and construct the community infrastructure necessary to support current and future business needs.

 

Cost of Doing Business
 

Review and consider reform measures that solve the state budget’s continuing structural deficit that promotes real economic growth and job creation and its impact on the Corona business community.
 
Encourage cooperation among local/regional and state government agencies, and work to streamline and reduce unnecessary requirements of regulatory agencies.

 

Review and consider ways to privatize government services and public contracts while maintaining or improving standards.

 

Review and consider state and local tax changes and new tax categories affecting the Corona business community.

 

Support and promote when appropriate the preparation of cost/benefit analysis ensuring economic impacts are weighed before the imposition of regulatory statutes. 

 

Ensure that regulations on business are kept to a minimum and do not put Corona businesses at a competitive disadvantage.

 

Support local/regional and state programs that secure tax credits for targeted programs.

 

Consider and review policies that promote the outsourcing of essential public services by local/regional and state government agencies.

 

Consider and review legislation that promotes standards of corporate governance that guide boards of directors and corporate officers in managing their corporations in a competent, ethical manner.
 
Review and consider measures that reform the extraordinary costs of the state’s public pension system for the sake of the state’s overall fiscal health.

 

Oppose legislative proposals that might cause unwarranted and frivolous lawsuits on Corona businesses, consumers and taxpayers. 

 

Education and Outreach
 

Continue a working relationship with local, state and federal representatives.

 

Provide opportunities for businesses to increase their knowledge, understanding, and involvement with local, regional and statewide legislative processes.
 

Workforce Issues
 

Support measures that reform our state’s education and vocational systems which encourage workforce preparation.

 
Monitor, provide recommendations and review alternatives to any proposed state minimum wage increases and any local or state living wage ordinances. 

 
Monitor and provide recommendations to the workers’ compensation reform measures which impact costs to Corona businesses.

 
Support responsible health care policy proposals that do not put Corona businesses at a competitive disadvantage and result in increased availability of affordable health care coverage for employers and their employees.

Corona Chamber Focuses on Three Strategic Initiatives in 2007
 
The Corona Chamber of Commerce is communicating its advocacy priorities with the business community to make sure businesses know that the Chamber represents businesses interests with government.
 
“We want to make sure the business community in Corona knows the Chamber is their voice at city hall and in the state capitol,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee (LAC).  “We have a focused effort in 2007 and our business community will benefit from our work,” continued Schneider.
 
The Chamber is increasing its efforts by committing to three strategic initiatives in 2007: 
 
1. Improve Communication with the Business Community; 
 
2. Increase Knowledge, Understanding, and Involvement with the Legislative Process; and,
 
3. Seek Opportunities to Form Coalitions with Community and Regional Organizations. 
 
Improve Communication with the Business Community
 
The Corona Chamber launched its advocacy-based Web site in early 2006, www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz. The Chamber will add more web-based services in the coming months to increase the connection between the Chamber’s advocacy work and the business community. The Chamber will also host focus groups which will bring business leaders together to talk about issues and form action plans on public policy.
 
Increase Knowledge, Understanding, and Involvement with the Legislative Process
 
The Chamber is planning a lobbying trip to Sacramento to communicate to the legislature the public policy priorities of the Corona business community.  The Chamber also meets with legislators and their staff regularly on important public policy issues.
 
Seek Opportunities to Form Coalitions with Community and Regional Organizations
 
The Chamber is working with the Riverside County Transportation Commission and a regional coalition of the Temecula Valley, Murrieta and Lake Elsinore Valley Chambers of Commerce to secure funding for transportation projects throughout Riverside County. This unprecedented effort to form a coalition with other business organizations will strengthen the grassroots effort by the Corona Chamber to bring positive changes to the region’s transportation needs.
Priority 1: Health Care Reform
http://www.coronaadvocacy.biz/healthcare.html

Background

The Corona Chamber finalized its position on the proposed health care reform package urging the Governor and the state legislature to find ways to balance the issue of costs.

“We want our elected officials to know where we stand on serious issues that impact our businesses,” stated Bobby Spiegel, Corona Chamber President and CEO. “Health care reform is priority number one. However, we all need to realize that the most important public policy hurdle at this point is figuring out who will pay for the reforms.”

The cost of health care and the rise in the number of uninsured has made it difficult for many employers, especially small employers, to afford health care benefits for their employees.  A recent study estimates the average California family pays about $1,186 a year in health insurance premiums to cover the uninsured.

The state legislature will spent most of the spring and summer months debating the Governor’s and other health care reform proposals. The Chamber is committed to sharing its position on the health care crises during the debate.

Position

The Corona Chamber of Commerce supports: 

· Policies that encourage continued medical discoveries and innovations that improve quality of care;

· Actions that preserve the current voluntary employer-provided health coverage system;

· Efforts to contain the costs of premiums;

· Conformity to federal law on health savings accounts;

· Legislation to allow employers to offer more affordable benefit plans that allow choices in coverage;

· Opportunities to gain efficiencies and optimal outcomes by coordinating the fragmented health care delivery systems;

· Policies that prevent cost shifting from government-provided programs to the private sector;

· Work to curb the expansion of litigation in the health care system;

· Wellness and disease management education programs;

· Cost containment; and,

· Current and future health care professionals continue to provide their professional services independent and with their local hospital.

The Corona Chamber of Commerce opposes:
· Proposals that stifle research and development, enact price controls, encourage counterfeit drugs and interfere in the ability of employers and health providers to negotiate for lower drug costs;

· Proposals to establish a government-run health care delivery system in California; and,

· Current employer mandates.

Priority 2: Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development Issue

http://www.coronaadvocacy.biz/healthcare.html

 
Background

The Corona Chamber is working with Assemblymember Todd Spitzer and a regional business advocacy coalition of the Temecula Valley, Murrieta and Lake Elsinore Valley Chambers of Commerce to offer solutions to our state’s health care crisis. 
The rising costs of health care in California is making it difficult for businesses, especially small business, to afford to offer health care benefits to employees and their dependents.  It is estimated that one out of every five Californians are without health insurance..  

 

The Chamber is committed to offering reasonable solutions to the health care crisis. Mandating new taxes on business is not the best solution. There are other ways we can cut health care costs.

Position

The Corona Chamber is seeking the support of the Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) to review their guidelines and practices concerning plans and construction applications for health care facilities in California.  When a hospital construction project is submitted to OSHPD for approval, the plans and construction application is reviewed by OSHPD staff to ensure that both are complete. If it is determined that the plans and the construction application is complete, both enter into a queue for a subsequent array of reviews. After the reviews are complete, OSHPD will usually return the plans to the hospital architect, often requesting corrections. 
 

The corrected plans are then sent back into OSHPD for a “back-check.” If the plans are then deemed acceptable by OSHPD, the process is complete. If there are still problems with the plans, they are again sent back to the hospital’s architect for further corrections until OSHPD agrees that the plans meet the building code requirements.
 
The Corona Chamber is concerned that the fees associated with the review process are enormous and review times are protracted and prolonged. Both the fees and the inordinately excessive review times drive up project costs, ultimately impacting a rise in health care costs for employees and employers, and ultimately the patient. Furthermore, consumers are impacted by delays in hospital services caused by the excessive review times.
Priority 3: Transportation
http://www.coronaadvocacy.biz/letsgetmoving.html

Background

The Corona Chamber partners with the Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC) to launch a new Let’s Get Moving campaign. The purpose of the Let’s Get Moving campaign is to support and promote the RCTC planned transportation projects that impact infrastructure improvements throughout Riverside County. This campaign will ensure the construction of needed transportation improvements throughout Riverside County.

Position
The following are the top five transportation infrastructure projects of Corona's business community: 

1. Proposition 1B: Riverside County’s Fair Share
2. Goods Movement and Grade Separation Funding

3. Perris Valley Line Metrolink Extension
4. Mid County Parkway

5. State Route 79 Realignment

1. Proposition 1B: Riverside County’s Fair Share

Action

The Corona Chamber will assist RCTC by promoting these corridors to CalTrans and the California Transportation Commission (CTC) as high priorities for state investment.

Issue

Riverside County must embrace an opportunity to secure significant state investment in infrastructure if Proposition 1B is approved by voters on November 7.  While some categories in Prop 1B are formula funding allocated to counties and cities, many categories are competitive statewide, meaning that Riverside County’s projects will be in the running for a limited pot of money against dozens of other projects across California.

RCTC’s priority in the $4.5 billion Corridor Mobility account of Proposition 1B is to secure funding for expansions of I-15, I-215 and SR-91.  

2. Goods Movement and Grade Separation Funding

Action

The Corona Chamber  recognizes that goods movement is a priority and work with the RCTC in their effort to develop a fund strategy to accommodate goods movement and funding grade separations.

Issue

At the RCTC’s annual retreat in September, the full board adopted a strategy to fund the highest priority grade separations in Riverside County.  This plan calls for significant investment of local, state, and federal dollars to separate local traffic from the nearly 100 freight trains that move through the county every day.  The result of implementing this strategy will be cleaner air, reduced delay, and increased safety.

Goods movement is a growing priority for the Commission, as increased freight moving through the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach congest major commuter arteries such as I-15, SR-60, I-10, and I-215. 

Currently, commuter rail services in Riverside County operate on railroad tracks owned by the private freight operators, Union Pacific and Burlington Northern Santa Fe. As a result, passenger trains share the tracks with freight trains. As freight trains are projected to increase at a faster rate than passenger trains, negative impacts may occur such as poor on-time performance without increased track capacity.

An additional impact to the Riverside County community of increased freight traffic is longer delays at railroad crossings while waiting for longer and slower trains to cross. There are 59 railroad grade crossings along the three main lines in Riverside County. In March 2001, RCTC adopted a prioritized list of crossings recommended for grade separation (revised April 2006).

3. Perris Valley Line Metrolink Extension

Action

The Corona Chamber  supports the Perris Valley Line and work with the RCTC to promote the traffic relief it will bring to Riverside County.

Issue

The Perris Valley Line is a 22.7 mile extension of Metrolink commuter rail service that will relieve congestion on I-215, spark economic growth in the Inland Empire, and provide an effective transportation solution at minimum taxpayer cost.  The Perris Valley Line will remove thousands of cars off I-215 during peak driving periods, improving commute times, improving air quality, and providing convenience to Riverside County commuters.  For the first time, a Metrolink line will be moving passengers solely within Riverside County, rather than exporting people to Orange and Los Angeles Counties; job centers at March Global Port and Downtown Riverside will continue to grow with this new service.  The Perris Valley Line builds on a proven system that is efficient, cost-effective, and vital to the Southern California economy.  RCTC is working to deliver the Perris Valley Line by 2009-2010.

4. Mid County Parkway

Action

The Corona Chamber  supports the Mid County Parkway and work with the RCTC to promote the traffic relief it will bring to Riverside County.

Issue

The Mid County Parkway is a new east-west transportation corridor that will relieve pressure on the heavily congested State Routes 91 and 60 in Riverside County, and will be built using a federal-state-local partnership known as the Community Environmental & Acceptability Process (CETAP).  The Mid County Parkway is one of seven high priority projects initially identified by President Bush’s Executive Order 13274 for environmental streamlining.  The Mid County Parkway will begin at I-15 at the Cajalco Road exit and cross the Lake Matthews area, crossing I-215 and Perris and terminating in San Jacinto.  The environmental approval process has been fully funded, and will be completed next year. Funding will be needed in the future for the final engineering, design and construction efforts.

5. State Route 79 Realignment

Action

The Corona Chamber  supports a re-aligned of SR-79 and will promote its economic development impact to San Jacinto and Hemet. 
The Corona Chamber will assist the RCTC in advocating for additional federal funds for SR-79 re-alignment.

Issue

The current SR-79 is already struggling to meet traffic demands.  With the projected growth in the San Jacinto Valley, it is clear that major improvements must be made to SR-79.  RCTC is in the environmental approval phase of re-aligning SR-79 to the west up to SR-74, essentially building a new highway that is less circuitous and separated from local traffic.  A re-aligned SR-79 will promote economic development in San Jacinto and Hemet, and will make for an easier drive into Southwest County.

RCTC is advocating for additional federal funds for SR-79 re-alignment although much of the project is funded through Measure A.

The State Route 79 (SR 79) Realignment (Project) is a proposed realignment of SR 79 between Domenigoni Parkway and Gilman Springs Road in the San Jacinto-Hemet area. The Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC), the agency responsible for transportation in Riverside County and the administrator of Measure A (Riverside County’s 1/2 cent sales tax for transportation), is conducting environmental studies on a variety of alternatives for the Project.

Current Positions on Legislation
http://www.coronaadvocacy.biz/2007/2007legislation.html
(TO BE ADDED PENDING LAC APPROVAL OF LEGISLATION)
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2007 Federal Legislation

H.R.19 (Calvert)

Employment Eligibility Verification. (Introduced in House)

Summary 

In 1996, Congressman Ken Calvert introduced a bill that created authority for the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) to allow participating employers to access via computer software both the INS and the Social Security Administration databases for purposes of new employment verification.  
Since November 1997, the Social Security Administration (SSA) and the Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) Program have been conducting the Basic Pilot program in the States of California, Florida, Illinois, Nebraska, New York and Texas.  
The program was made available to employers in all states December 20, 2004.  The Basic Pilot involves verification checks of the SSA and the now Department of Homeland Security databases of all newly hired employees, regardless of citizenship.

Employment verification was included in both the House (H.R. 4437) and Senate immigration (S. 2611) reform bills in the 109th Congress.

The bill would make a number of changes to the Basic Pilot program.

The name would change from the Basic Pilot program to the Employment Eligibility Verification System (EEVS). 

The authorization for the current system expires in 2008; H.R. 19 would extend it indefinitely and would authorize all necessary funding for EEVS. 

EEVS would remain free to employers. 

The bill would require employers to use the program, based on the following phase-in timeline: 

· 1 year after the enactment of the bill: Employers with more than 10,000 employees (1,500 companies)

· 2 years:   Employers with more than 5,000 employees (an additional 3,000 companies)

· 3 years:   Employers with more than 1,000 employees (an additional 10,000 companies)

· 4 years:   Employers with more than 500 employees (an additional 13,200 companies)

· 5 years:   Employers with more than 250 employees (an additional 33,000 companies)

· 6 years:   Employers with more than 100 employees (an additional 140,000 companies)

· 7 years:  All employers with 1 employee or more (an additional 12,000,000 companies)

Recommended Position: SUPPORT

2007 State Legislation

Recommended Positions

	AB 493
	AUTHOR:
	Ruskin (D)

	 
	TITLE:
	Motor Vehicle Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Incentives

	 
	LOCATION:
	Assembly Appropriations Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Requires the State Air Resources Board to create and implement a clean vehicle incentive program meeting specified requirements, that would provide rebates to, and require surcharges from, purchasers of new motor vehicles based on the vehicle's greenhouse gas emissions to mitigate against emissions of greenhouse gases from motor vehicles. Creates the Clean Vehicle Incentive Account to be administered by the state board.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Oppose


	AB 512
	AUTHOR:
	Lieber (D)

	 
	TITLE:
	Contracts

	 
	COMMITTEE:
	Assembly Judiciary Committee

	 
	HEARING:
	05/08/2007 9:00 am

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Relates to existing law that requires a trade or business who negotiates specified contracts or agreements primarily in the languages of Spanish, Chinese, Tagalog, Vietnamese, and Korean to deliver to the other party prior to the execution of the contract or agreement, a translation thereof in the applicable foreign language and provides the provisions apply to the Industrial Loan Law and the State Finance Lenders Law. Provides provisions apply to the State Residential Mortgage Lending Act.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Oppose


	AB 644
	AUTHOR:
	Dymally (D)

	 
	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation: Medical Treatment Utilization

	 
	LOCATION:
	Assembly Insurance Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Relates to workers' compensation medical treatment. Requires any physician who conducts an evaluation of medical treatment to hold an identical type of license as that of the physician requesting the treatment. Requires the utilization review process to be conducted as a peer-to-peer evaluation process directed toward an evaluation of the medical treatment requested by the physician treating an injured worker, and not to an examination of the specialty of physician requesting the treatment.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Oppose


	AB 1277

	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Corporate Tax: Combined Reporting


	 

	COMMITTEE:
	Assembly Appropriations Committee


	 

	HEARING:
	05/09/2007 9:00 am


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to the Corporation Tax Law to clarify that dividend elimination is allowed regardless of whether the payor or payee are taxpayer members of a state combined unitary group return, or whether the payor or payee has previously filed state tax returns, as long as the payor and payee file as members of a comparable unitary business outside of this state when the earnings and profits from which the dividends were paid arose.


	 

	Recommended
	
	 

	Position:
	Support



	

	


	AB 1285
	AUTHOR:
	Parra (D)

	 
	TITLE:
	Taxation: Credits: Research and Development

	 
	LOCATION:
	Assembly Revenue and Taxation Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Relates to credits against the Personal Income Tax and Corporation Income Tax laws for increasing research expenses to provide complete conformity to the research credit and the alternative incremental credit allowed by federal income tax laws for only the amount paid or incurred by a taxpayer in connection with the qualified research to develop technologies that will reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Support


	AB 1293
	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)

	 
	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation: Liquidation Estate

	 
	LOCATION:
	Assembly Insurance Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Requires the liquidation estate of Fremont Indemnity Company to forward to specified school district employees a lump sum not to exceed $8 million for the express purpose of covering those claims already paid by the school district employers, as well as those liabilities incurred and to be incurred, for any self-insured retention transferred to Fremont Indemnity Company prior to January 1, 2000.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Support


	AB 1341
	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)

	 
	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation: Temporary Disability

	 
	LOCATION:
	Assembly Insurance Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Relates to existing law regarding workers' compensation temporary disability that prohibits aggregate disability payments for a single injury occurring on or after a specified date, causing temporary disability, from extending for more than a specified period. Increases, for a single injury occurring on or after a specified date, the period of time during which an employee can receive aggregate disability payments.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Support


	AB 1364
	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)

	 
	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation

	 
	LOCATION:
	Senate Banking, Finance and Insurance Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Provides if the workers' compensation insurer that provides specified deposits is domiciled in a state where state law provides that, with respect to claims paid after the entry of an order of liquidation under large deductible polices, any part of the reimbursement proceeds owed by insureds are generally assets of the estate and such reserves shall not be reduced by any collateral or reimbursement obligations insureds were required to provide under such policies.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Support


	AB 1478
	AUTHOR:
	Jeffries (R)

	 
	TITLE:
	Property Tax Losses Reserve Fund: Limits

	 
	LOCATION:
	Assembly Local Government Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Amends existing law that authorizes counties to adopt an alternative method for the distribution of secured roll property tax levies. Requires counties to maintain the amount of the total delinquent secured taxes and assessments in the tax losses reserve fund at not less than 25% and allows counties to credit moneys to the county general fund where the reserve fund exceeds a percentage of the total delinquent secured taxes and assessments. Reduces the 25% limitation to 3%.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Support


	AB 1636
	AUTHOR:
	Mendoza (D)

	 
	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation: Supplemental Job Benefits

	 
	LOCATION:
	Assembly Appropriations Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Relates to workers' compensation supplemental job displacement benefits, the provision of a voucher for education related training to an injured employee later than 74 days after termination of temporary disability. Requires the employer, if the percentage of permanent disability cannot be determined, to provide a voucher based on the reasonable estimate of the percentage of permanent disability.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Oppose

	AJR 14
	AUTHOR:
	Jeffries (R)

	 
	TITLE:
	Customs Duties and Importation Revenues

	 
	LOCATION:
	Senate Rules Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Memorializes the President and Congress to enact legislation that will ensure that a substantial increment of new revenues derived from customs duties and importation fees be dedicated to mitigating the economic, mobility, security, and environmental impacts of trade in this state and in other trade-affected states.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Support


	SB 24
	AUTHOR:
	Torlakson (D)

	 
	TITLE:
	Tobacco Product Environmental Smoke: Fee

	 
	LOCATION:
	Senate Revenue and Taxation Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Enacts the Cigarette and Tobacco Products Emissions Act. Requires the Department of Public Health to assess a fee, administered and collected by the State Board of Equalization, on consumers of cigars and cigarettes to mitigate the harmful effects caused by environmental tobacco smoke. Establishes the Cigarette and Tobacco Products Emissions Fund into which the fees would be the deposited. Provides funding for tobacco-related health programs. Excludes the fee from taxation.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Oppose


	SB 55
	AUTHOR:
	Florez (D)

	 
	TITLE:
	Water Quality: Sewage Sludge

	 
	COMMITTEE:
	Senate Appropriations Committee

	 
	HEARING:
	05/14/2007 10:00 am

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Relates to water quality and sewer sludge. Prohibits the treatment or land application of specified sewage sludge in violation of federal regulations. Requires a supplier of sludge to submit samples to a certified laboratory for testing. Relates to polluting chemicals including agricultural, industrial, personal care products and pharmaceuticals that may act as endocrine disrupters. Relates to pathogens.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Oppose


	SB 59
	AUTHOR:
	Cogdill (R)

	 
	TITLE:
	Reliable Water Supply Bond Act of 2008

	 
	LOCATION:
	Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Enacts the Reliable Water Supply Bond Act, which, if approved by the voters, would authorize, for purposes of financing a water supply program, the issuance of bonds. Requires the Secretary of State to submit the bond act to the voter.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Support


	SB 140
	AUTHOR:
	Kehoe (D)

	 
	TITLE:
	Fuels: Renewable Diesel Fuel

	 
	COMMITTEE:
	Senate Appropriations Committee

	 
	HEARING:
	05/14/2007 10:00 am

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Requires all diesel fuel sold or offered for sale in the state for use in internal combustion engines to contain a percentage of renewable diesel fuel no later than one year after a specified finding is made by the state board, and, no later than 2 years after the implementation of standard. Requires all diesel fuel sold or offered for sale in the state for use in internal combustion engines to contain a percentage of renewable diesel fuel. Suspends these requirements if fuel supplies are inadequate.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Oppose


	SB 210
	AUTHOR:
	Kehoe (D)

	 
	TITLE:
	Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Fuel Standard

	 
	COMMITTEE:
	Senate Appropriations Committee

	 
	HEARING:
	05/14/2007 10:00 am

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Requires the State Air Resources Board to adopt, implement, and enforce, a low-carbon fuel standard that achieves the maximum technologically feasible and cost-effective greenhouse emissions reductions, and at least a 10% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Oppose


	SB 212
	AUTHOR:
	Wyland (R)

	 
	TITLE:
	Employment: Meal Periods

	 
	LOCATION:
	Senate Rules Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Relates to existing law which requires employers to provide meal periods to employees during work periods of specified duration.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Support


	SB 423
	AUTHOR:
	Harman (R)

	 
	TITLE:
	Exemplary Damages

	 
	LOCATION:
	Senate Judiciary Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Amends existing law which authorizes a plaintiff to recover exemplary damages in an action for the breach of an obligation not arising from contract if it is proven by clear and convincing evidence that the defendant has been guilty of oppression, fraud, or malice. Limits the amount of exemplary damages that are available pursuant to the provision described above to 3 times the amount of compensatory damages.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Support


	SB 494
	AUTHOR:
	Kehoe (D)

	 
	TITLE:
	Vehicular Air Pollution Control: Clean Alternative

	 
	COMMITTEE:
	Senate Appropriations Committee

	 
	HEARING:
	05/14/2007 10:00 am

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Relates to vehicular air pollution control. Requires the Air Resources Board to develop and adopt regulations that will ensure that an unspecified percentage of new passenger vehicles and light-duty trucks sold in the state each year are clean alternative vehicles, and that commencing by a specified date, a percentage of new passenger vehicles and light-duty trucks sold in the state each year are clean alternative vehicles.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Oppose


	SB 670
	AUTHOR:
	Correa (D)

	 
	TITLE:
	Real Property: Transfer Fees

	 
	COMMITTEE:
	Senate Transportation and Housing Committee

	 
	HEARING:
	05/08/2007 1:30 pm

	 
	COMMITTEE:
	Senate Judiciary Committee

	 
	HEARING:
	05/10/2007

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Voids any covenant, restriction, or condition contained in any deed, contract, security instrument, or other instrument that contains a requirement that a transferee pay a fee upon transfer of real property with exemptions. Requires the application for a public report in connection with subdivided lands to state whether the property offered for sale or lease is subject to a fee. After a specified date permits the imposition of a fee on the transfer of subdivided real property under some circumstances.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Watch


	SB 745
	AUTHOR:
	Oropeza (D)

	 
	TITLE:
	Transportation Funding: Port Security

	 
	LOCATION:
	Senate Transportation and Housing Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Requires the Office of Emergency Services to develop criteria for allocating general obligation bond funds for port, harbor, and ferry terminal security.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Pending


	SB 747
	AUTHOR:
	Corbett (D)

	 
	TITLE:
	Disabled Person: Equal Access Rights

	 
	COMMITTEE:
	Senate Judiciary Committee

	 
	HEARING:
	05/08/2007 1:00 pm

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Expresses the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that will promote increased compliance by business with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, state laws that govern access to public facilities, and federal and state regulations adopted pursuant to those laws, through education and certification programs, with the complementary goal of reducing litigation that seeks attorney's fees and damages without facilitating compliance with those laws.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Support


	SB 831
	AUTHOR:
	Lowenthal (D)

	 
	TITLE:
	Billing: Mobile Telephony Service

	 
	COMMITTEE:
	Senate Appropriations Committee

	 
	HEARING:
	05/14/2007 10:00 am

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Authorizes a subscriber to present a billing entity with evidence to rebut any prima facie evidence that a direct dialed telecommunications service was authorized, including evidence that a call was dialed using a lost or stolen device. Requires an entity that provides a telecommunications bill to include a statement of these rights. Requires providers of mobile telephony service to extend to new customers a grace period during which the customer may rescind the agreement, without cost or penalty.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Oppose


	SB 942
	AUTHOR:
	Migden (D)

	 
	TITLE:
	Workers Compensation

	 
	LOCATION:
	Senate Judiciary Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Relates to workers' compensation. Provides that if after being disabled, an employee is willing and available to return to work, there is a rebuttable presumption that an employer has discriminated against the employee if the employer refuses to reinstate the employee within 5 working days after notification, requires additional physical duties not required before without accommodation or denies the right to pre-designate or see a treating physician. Provides for a voucher in case of compensable disability.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Oppose


	SB 974
	AUTHOR:
	Lowenthal (D)

	 
	TITLE:
	Ports: Congestion Relief: Environmental Mitigation

	 
	COMMITTEE:
	Senate Appropriations Committee

	 
	HEARING:
	05/14/2007 10:00 am

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Requires the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach to transmit a portion of the funds derived from imposition of a container cargo user fee to the Southern California Port Congestion Relief Trust Fund. Requires the Port of Oakland to transmit a portion of the funds derived from imposition of the fee to the Northern California Port Congestion Relief Trust Fund and a portion to the Northern California Port Mitigation Relief Trust Fund. Authorizes infrastructure bank financing agreements.

	 
	Recommended
	

	 
	Position:
	Oppose


Current Positions
	AB 39
	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)

	 
	TITLE:
	Undocumented Criminal Aliens

	 
	LOCATION:
	Assembly Public Safety Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Requires the Secretary of the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation to demand in writing that the United State Attorney General take federal custody of any undocumented criminal alien incarcerated in California's correctional system and, if the federal government does not comply with the demand, then the secretary shall annually bill the federal government for the costs of incarcerating undocumented criminal aliens.

	 
	
	

	 
	Position:
	Support 03/20/2007


	AB 266
	AUTHOR:
	Calderon C (D)

	 
	TITLE:
	Tribal Gaming: Compact Ratification

	 
	LOCATION:
	ASSEMBLY

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Ratifies an amendment to a tribal-state gaming compact entered into between the State and the Morongo Band of Mission Indians, executed on August 29, 2006. Requires that revenue contributions be deposited into the General Fund. Specifies that, in deference to tribal sovereignty, certain actions may not be deemed projects for purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act.

	 
	
	

	 
	Position:
	Support 04/17/2007


	AB 291
	AUTHOR:
	Jeffries (R)

	 
	TITLE:
	State Highway Route 74: Relinquishment

	 
	LOCATION:
	Assembly Appropriations Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Authorizes the Transportation Commission to relinquish a portion of State Highway Route 74 in the City of Lake Elsinore in Riverside County to that city under certain conditions.

	 
	
	

	 
	Position:
	Support 03/20/2007


	AB 401
	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)

	 
	TITLE:
	Traffic Congestion Relief Program

	 
	LOCATION:
	Assembly Transportation Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Authorizes the Governor to declare a transportation infrastructure emergency to relieve traffic congestion on any specific highway or segment of a highway for which the department has determined that the average daily vehicle hours of delay exceeds a certain amount. Provides for the Governor to direct the Department of Transportation to immediately create and implement an expedited process and establish deadlines for the construction of new highways or additional lanes on existing highways.

	 
	
	

	 
	Position:
	Support 03/20/2007


	AB 510
	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)

	 
	TITLE:
	Employment: Working Hours

	 
	LOCATION:
	Assembly Labor and Employment Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Permits an individual nonexempt employee to request an employee-selected flexible work schedule providing for workdays up to 10 hours per day within a 40 hour workweek. Allows an employer to implement this schedule without any obligation to pay overtime compensation.

	 
	
	

	 
	Position:
	Support 03/20/2007


	AB 613
	AUTHOR:
	Tran (R)

	 
	TITLE:
	Workplace Postings

	 
	LOCATION:
	Assembly Labor and Employment Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Requires that workplace postings and notices be written in plain language so that employers and employees can easily understand them. Requires the Division of Labor Standards Enforcement to convene a working group to review and recommend revisions to all employment-related postings required in California workplaces.

	 
	
	

	 
	Position:
	Support 03/20/2007


	AB 657
	AUTHOR:
	Jeffries (R)

	 
	TITLE:
	Greenhouse Gas Emissions

	 
	LOCATION:
	ASSEMBLY

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Relates to existing law which designates the State Air Resources Board as the agency charged with monitoring and regulating sources of emissions of greenhouse gases that cause global warming.

	 
	
	

	 
	Position:
	Watch 03/20/2007


	AB 957
	AUTHOR:
	Spitzer (R)

	 
	TITLE:
	State Property: Transportation Records

	 
	LOCATION:
	SENATE

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Amends existing law which requires the Department of Transportation to furnish to the Department of General Services an updated record of each parcel of real property that it possesses to include in that record, among other information, the parcels location, size, purchase price, and description of current use. Deletes the exclusion for airspace, excess lands, and properties acquired for highway projects from this recording requirement.

	 
	
	

	 
	Position:
	Support 04/17/2007


	AB 1003
	AUTHOR:
	Jeffries (R)

	 
	TITLE:
	Department of Transportation: Engineering Services

	 
	LOCATION:
	Assembly Transportation Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Authorizes transportation agencies and cities within counties that have in place a voter-approved transportation sales tax program to contract with the Department of Transportation for specified dedicated engineering and consulting services.

	 
	
	

	 
	Position:
	Watch 03/20/2007


	AB 1073
	AUTHOR:
	Nava (D)

	 
	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation

	 
	FILE:
	42

	 
	LOCATION:
	Assembly Third Reading File

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Relates to workers' compensation system. Prohibits the limit on the number of chiropractic, occupational therapy, and physical therapy visits from applying to visits for postsurgical physical medicine and rehabilitative services.

	 
	
	

	 
	Position:
	Oppose 04/17/2007


	AB 1117
	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)

	 
	TITLE:
	Outdoor Advertising

	 
	COMMITTEE:
	Assembly Appropriations Committee

	 
	HEARING:
	05/09/2007 9:00 am

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Amends the Outdoor Advertising Act. Deems an advertising display erected by a city or county to advertise businesses operating in a redevelopment agency project area or in a business improvement district whose boundaries overlap those of the redevelopment agency project area, to be on the premises at any location within 1,000 feet of the legal boundaries of the project are if the display meets certain conditions.

	 
	
	

	 
	Position:
	Support 04/17/2007


	AB 1131
	AUTHOR:
	Jeffries (R)

	 
	TITLE:
	Joint Powers Agreements: Joint Powers Agencies

	 
	LOCATION:
	Assembly Local Government Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Requires the agreement for a joint powers agency that is authorized to levy a general or special tax, exorcise eminent domain, or make a change to, or enact a regulation restricting land uses to require that at least one member of the joint powers agency directly represent any affected land owner.

	 
	
	

	 
	Position:
	Support 04/17/2007


	AB 1240
	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)

	 
	TITLE:
	Riverside County Transportation Commission

	 
	LOCATION:
	Assembly Transportation Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Authorizes the Riverside County Transportation Commission to enter into those design-build contracts for the purpose of constructing commuter rail lines and would designate that commission as a transit operator for those purposes.

	 
	
	

	 
	Position:
	Support 04/17/2007


	AB 1295
	AUTHOR:
	Spitzer (R)

	 
	TITLE:
	Tolls: Orange and Riverside Counties

	 
	LOCATION:
	Assembly Appropriations Committee

	 
	SUMMARY:
	

	 
	Authorizes the Orange County Transportation Authority to eliminate its right, interests and obligations in the Riverside County portion of State Highway Route 90 toll land. Authorizes the Riverside County Transportation Commission to impose tolls for 50 years on its portion of State Highway Route 91 for operating expenses of the toll lane. Authorizes the issuance of bonds for transportation facilities within a specified corridor. Relates to the construction of a toll lane on State Highway Route 15.

	 
	
	

	 
	Position:
	Support 04/17/2007
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