Legislative Action COMMITTEE
www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz/about.html
Corona Chamber of Commerce

904 East Sixth Street, Corona, 92879

(951) 737-3350
Tuesday, November 21, 2006
8:00am
Presiding:
Tom Kenney, Chair
2007 Strategic Initiatives
Improve Communication with the Business Community

Increase Knowledge, Understanding, and Involvement with the Legislative Process

Seek Opportunities to Form Coalitions with Community and Regional Organizations

Call to Order and Roll Call

Chair’s Report
· 2006 Vote Record
President & CEO’s Report

New Business

1. Approval of September 2006 and October 2006 Minutes

ACTION
8:00am – 8:05am
2. Let’s Get Moving Campaign




ACTION

8:05am – 8:25am

3. Operating Procedures Review




INFORMATION 

8:25am – 8:30am

4. 2007 Government Affairs Membership Survey Results

INFORMATION
8:30am – 8:35am

5. 2007 Policy Platform





ACTION
8:35am –

Old Business

Local, State, Federal Legislative Staff Updates

Announcements

Adjourn
chair’s report
Legislative Action Committee

November 21, 2006

2006 vote record

December 2006
Corona Chamber Holds Elected Officials Accountable to Business Community


The 2006 Vote Record: The 32 Potential Laws Tracked by the Corona Chamber and How Senator Jim Battin and Assemblymember Todd Spitzer Voted
 

The Corona Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee (LAC) unanimously voted in early 2006 to track 32 potential laws (bills) that might impact Corona businesses. Each month, the LAC members reviewed and discussed the merits of all 32 bills. The mission of the LAC is to provide a basis for the Corona Chamber to act on local, state and federal government issues and have a good working relationship with its elected officials thus creating a favorable and profitable business climate. The LAC meets monthly and consists of 15 business representatives. 


“The Corona Chamber increased its efforts to represent the interests of business with government in 2006,” stated Bobby Spiegel, President and CEO of the Corona Chamber. “We present this important vote record to highlight their commitment to the business community and to hold them accountable,” Spiegel continued.

The Corona Chamber’s official positions on each of the 32 bills have been available online at www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz including summaries and explanations of why the Corona Chamber opposed and supported each of the 32 bills. Also, Corona local legislators State Senator Jim Battin and Assemblymember Todd Spitzer received letters throughout 2006 communicating the Chamber’s positions on all 32 bills. The Corona Chamber lobbied during the 2006 legislative session for our legislators to OPPOSE 19 bills and SUPPORT 13 bills. 


“We are responsible for tracking the issues in Sacramento that either grow or slow down our job market,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Corona Chamber Board of Directors. “We will continue to advocate in 2007 with the same goal: to ebb the tide of votes supporting anti-business and anti-jobs legislation,” Schneider continued.

 

To reach the “Percentage FOR pro-jobs legislation”, the Corona Chamber tallied the number of times our representatives voted for the Corona Chamber’s position and divided that total by the total number of bills in which each legislators voted.. A bill is not figured into the vote record percentage if a legislator, for whatever reason, did not vote on a bill or if the bill died before the legislator had an opportunity to vote.

Log on to www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz for more on the 2006 Vote Record.


Summary of Votes

	
	FOR pro-jobs legislation
	AGAINST jobs legislation
	Percentage FOR pro-jobs legislation

	Senator Jim Battin
	12
	4
	75%

	Assemblymember Todd Spitzer
	15
	4
	79%


Detailed List of Bills

Corona Chamber of Commerce

2006 Vote Record

Not voting = Elected official did not vote.

n/a = Bill died before Elected official had an opportunity to vote.

AB 839 (Torrico)

Gaming. Non-profits.

Corona Chamber Position: Support

Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: Support

AB 1101 Oropeza (D)

Air Pollution: Diesel Magnet Sources

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: Oppose

AB 1209 Yee (D)

Workers' Compensation: Microenterprise Development

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: Oppose

AB 1835 Lieber (D)

Minimum Wage Increase

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: Oppose

AB 1840 (Horton)

Health Care List of Shame

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: Oppose

AB 1847 Leslie (R)

Taxation: Tax Credit: Access to Disabled Individuals

Corona Chamber Position: Support

Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: n/a

AB 2015 Lieu (D)

South Coast Air Quality Management District: Members

Corona Chamber Position: Support

Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: Oppose

AB 2024 Benoit (R)

Personal Services Contracting: School Districts

Corona Chamber Position: Support

Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: n/a

AB 2209 Pavley (D)

Unemployment Compensation Benefits: Trade Disputes

Corona Chamber Position: Support

Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: Oppose

AB 2217 Villines (R)

Employment: Working Hours

Corona Chamber Position: Support

Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: n/a

AB 2218 Torrico (D)

Sales and Use Tax Exemption: Manufacturing Equipment

Corona Chamber Position: Support

Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: n/a

AB 2276 (Pavley)

Ozone: indoor air cleaning devices

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: Oppose

AB 2277 Villines (R)

Workplace Postings

Corona Chamber Position: Support

Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: n/a

AB 2281 Chan (D)

High Deductible Health Care Coverage

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: n/a

AB 2330 Arambula (D)

Creation of the Office of the Small Business Advocate

Corona Chamber Position: Support

Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: Support

AB 2344 (Chu) 

Underground Economy and Tax Gap Act of 2006

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: Oppose

AB 2371 Levine (D)

Employment Arbitration Agreements

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: Oppose

AB 2397 Calderon (D)

Metropolitan Water Districts: Service Contracts

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: Oppose

AB 2492 Benoit (R)

Transportation Infrastructure Emergency

Corona Chamber Position: Support

Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: n/a

AB 2641 Coto (D)

Native American Human Remains

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

Senator Jim Battin: Support

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: Support

SB 1162 Cedillo (D)

Drivers License and Identification Cards

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: Oppose

SB 1167 Maldonado (R)

Minimum Wage Increase

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: n/a

SB 1188 Florez (D)

Employment: Compensation

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: n/a

SB 1254 Ackerman (R)

Employee-Selected Flexible Work Schedule

Corona Chamber Position: Support

Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: n/a

SB 1274 (Dunn) 

Cartwright Act: Monopolies

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: n/a

SB 1311 Soto (D)

Liability Waivers

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: Oppose

SB 1354 Dunn (D)

Political Reform Act of 1974: Corporate Contributions

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: n/a

SB 1368 Perata (D)

Electricity: Emissions of Greenhouse Gases

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: Oppose

SB 1414 Migden (D)

Fair Share Health Care Act

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: Oppose

SB 1429 Morrow (R)

Punitive Damages: Product Liability

Corona Chamber Position: Support

Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: n/a

SB 1622 Escutia (D)

Healthy Families Program and Medi-Cal: Eligibility

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: Oppose

SJR 31 Lowenthal (D)

Clean Ports

Corona Chamber Position: Support

Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assemblymember Todd Spitzer: Oppose
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SEPTEMBER 2006 MINUTES

LEGISLATIVE ACTION COMMITTEE

2006-2007 RETREAT

www.coronaadvocacy.biz/about.html

MINUTES

8:00am – 1:00pm

Wednesday, September 28, 2006

Corona Chamber of Commerce

Conference Room

904 East Sixth Street

Corona, CA 92879
Meeting was called to order by Chair Kenney at 8:00am
Attendees:

	
	
	
	Attended

	Chair
	Tom Kenney
	Key, Freeman and Kenney Agency
	X

	Chamber Chairman of the Board
	Cynthia Schneider
	American Security Bank
	X

	
	Alex Braicovich
	Waste Management
	

	
	Dick Campbell
	RC Product Development
	X

	
	John Couts
	Couts Heating and Cooling, Inc.
	X

	
	Frank Emerson
	Dos Lagos
	X

	
	Sandy Klein
	Re/Max All Stars
	X

	
	Rick May
	Jardine Products
	

	
	Chad Miller
	Plas-Tech Sealing Tech
	X

	
	Chris Miller
	Thomas Miller Mortuary
	X

	
	Jay Murphy
	Transglobal Consulting LLC
	X

	
	Ann Poloko
	Financial Investors Group
	X

	
	Javier Vasquez
	Miguel’s Restaurants
	X

	
	CC Vest
	Midpoint Bearing
	X

	
	Sue Wakefield
	ASJ Industrial Hose and Fittings
	X

	Chamber President
	Bobby Spiegel
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	X

	Chamber 
	Shaun Lumachi
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	X

	Guests:
	

	Moderator
	Dave Kilby
	California Chamber of Commerce
	X


Proposition 86







ACTION

M/S to OPPOSE Proposition 86. Motion Passed.
Proposition 90







ACTION

M/S to OPPOSE Proposition 86. Motion Passed.
“Statements to Consider” Exercise

1. We need to get more people involved in our program.

2. Agree that staff do more of the work.

3. We need to communicate the number of members (1,200) and the number of jobs (55,000).

4. We update our policy priorities each year and they are clearly established

5. We agree that our policies are broadly written to allow us to move quickly, when time is of the essence.

6. We need to build alliances with other groups/coalitions with similar interests.

7. We do not have enemies, but eventually we will see that is all part of being in the Government Affairs game.

8. We need to review the volunteer business members on the LAC and measure their issue expertise.

9. In the past four years, there has been an increase in the amount of local elected officials looking to the Chamber to play a leadership role on key issues in our community.

10. We do not have established a clear vision of what we want our community to look like.

11. We somewhat regularly “horizon scan” and are acutely aware of future community issues.

12. We do not have political candidates that meet with chamber leaders BEFORE announcing their candidacy.

13. The chamber is rarely quoted in the press on issues impacting business in our area. We need to send press releases.

14. Somewhat know who potential business-friendly candidates will be in the future city and legislative elections (four years from now).

15. We can quickly get the word out to our members. We write letters to local legislators and ensure that the Cal Chamber gets copies.

16. Somewhat know where our members live and vote…not just the location of their businesses. We need to identify business leaders who vote and live in specific districts and have them contact the legislator.

17. We do not have a detailed matrix of key volunteer leaders and the elected officials that they know and have personal relationships with.

18. We will do a vote record.

We need a better knowledge of the legislative process.

Strengths

1. Energy

2. Willingness to act

3. Communication

4. Connected to elected officials
5. Good representative group of business community
6. Clear policy platform good board support

7. Positive feedback from members

What to work on

1. Effective communication to members/feedback from members/actively engage members

a. Begin using mass media

b. Quarterly luncheon – did you know what’s happening

c. Announcement at Good Morning Corona

d. Higher profile of committee

e. What communication reaches our audience?

f. Survey/questionnaire by industry segments. Develop quick and concise to improve response rate. Question of the day/week. 

2. Knowledge of the legislative process (timeline). Legislative structure. Legislation 101.

a. Workshop on legislative process by the end of 2006

b. Statewide process: Elected officials (Todd Spitzer)/legislative staff

c. Local process: city manager

3. Coalitions/Alliances

4. Relations with the press. We need to communicate via the print, radio and TV as much as we can. Also utilize relationships with people we know that might know people in the media.

5. Relationships with council and other elected officials. Know who within the chamber has the relationships with the elected officials
6. Form coalitions/know our allies and other chambers.

7. What is our “BIG WIN” in 2007? Search for a big win. Find the one legislative success.

What issues should the chamber be working on

1. Downtown redevelopment

2. Transportation

3. Cost of doing business (Workers’ compensation/minimum wage, health care/energy)

4. Business attraction

5. Annexation

6. Education

7. Workforce issues

8. Issues that impact business retention

Immediate

1. Add priorities to each LAC agenda

2. Add top 8 issues to next LAC agenda as policy platform agenda item
Meeting adjourned at 9:45am
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OCTOBER 2006 MINUTES

Legislative Action COMMITTEE

www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz/about.html

MINUTES

Corona Chamber of Commerce

904 East Sixth Street, Corona, 92879

 (951) 737-3350

Tuesday, October 17, 2006

8:00am

Presiding:

Tom Kenney, Chair

Meeting was called to order by Chair Kenney at 8:10am
Attendees:

	
	
	
	Attended

	Chair
	Tom Kenney
	Key, Freeman and Kenney Agency
	X

	Chamber Chairman of the Board
	Cynthia Schneider
	American Security Bank
	X

	
	Alex Braicovich
	Waste Management
	

	
	Dick Campbell
	RC Product Development
	X

	
	John Couts
	Couts Heating and Cooling, Inc.
	X

	
	Frank Emerson
	Dos Lagos
	X

	
	Sandy Klein
	Re/Max All Stars
	X

	
	Rick May
	Jardine Products
	X

	
	Chad Miller
	Plas-Tech Sealing Tech
	X

	
	Chris Miller
	Thomas Miller Mortuary
	X

	
	Jay Murphy
	Transglobal Consulting LLC
	X

	
	Ann Poloko
	Financial Investors Group
	X

	
	Javier Vasquez
	Miguel’s Restaurants
	X

	
	CC Vest
	Midpoint Bearing
	X

	
	Sue Wakefield
	ASJ Industrial Hose and Fittings
	X

	Chamber President
	Bobby Spiegel
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	X

	Chamber 
	Shaun Lumachi
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	X


Chair’s Report

Kenney discussed the positive outcome of the 2007 LAC Retreat and thanked everyone for attending.

President & CEO’s Report

Spiegel discussed the positive outcome of the 2007 LAC Retreat and thanked everyone for attending.

LAC Retreat Review
M/S to approve follow top three (3) strategic public policy initiatives for 2007:  

1. Improve effective communication with business community by obtaining feedback and actively engage members;

2. Increase knowledge and understanding of the legislative process;

3. Seek opportunities to form coalitions and alliances with other community and regional organizations.

Motion Passed.

2007 Policy Platform
M/S to direct staff to add the following top eight (8) issues to the 2007 Policy  Platform and to report back by the November 2006 LAC meeting:

1. Downtown redevelopment;

2. Transportation;

3. Cost of doing business (Workers’ compensation/minimum wage, health care/energy);

4. Business attraction;

5. Annexation;

6. Education;

7. Workforce issues;

8. Issues that impact business retention.

Motion passed.

M/S to direct staff to prepare and execute a government affairs survey to the membership based upon the top eight priorities and to report back by the November 2006 LAC meeting. Motion passed.
M/S to direct staff to prepare a policy statement on water supply. Motion passed.

Meeting adjourned at 9:05am
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LET’s get moving campaign

Presentation

Aaron Hake

Staff Analyst – Government Relations

Riverside County Transportation Commission
Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Corona Chamber of Commerce

2007 Strategic Initiative

Seek Opportunities to Form Coalitions with Community and Regional Organizations

Background

1. The RCTC and the Southwest California Legislative Council, a regional business advocacy coalition of the Temecula Valley, Murrieta and Lake Elsinore Valley Chambers of Commerce have approved a “Let’s Get Moving” campaign plan to support and promote the RCTC planned projects that impact infrastructure improvements throughout Riverside County. 

2. The goal of the Corona Chamber’s Let’s Get Moving campaign is to promote RCTC infrastructure investments and their economic impacts with the business community. 

3. The campaign will be web-based via the Corona Chamber’s Web site www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz, the Corona Chamber’s magazine and other communication means.

Recommended Action

To review and approve each recommended action item under the “Action Plan” section below.

Proposed “Let’s Get Moving Campaign” Projects and Scope of Effort

Goal

1. To promote and solicit feedback on RCTC infrastructure investments and associated economic impacts with the Corona business community. 

2. To continue and enhance the working relationship with the RCTC staff and board including the Corona area delegation on the RCTC board.

Scope

1. The campaign will be promoted via the Corona Chamber’s advocacy Web site.

2. The Corona Chamber will develop an action team to be available to the RCTC to provide grassroots coordination. Examples of grassroots include, but are not limited to:

a. Letters to the editor;

b. Editorial board meetings;

c. OP ED’s;

d. Contacting elected officials;

e. Meeting with Corona area RCTC board delegation.

Action Plan

1. Proposition 1B: Get Riverside County’s fair share
Issue

Riverside County must embrace an opportunity to secure significant state investment in infrastructure from Proposition 1B funds.  While some categories in Prop 1B are formula funding allocated to counties and cities, many categories are competitive statewide, meaning that Riverside County’s projects will be in the running for a limited pot of money against dozens of other projects across California.

RCTC’s priority in the $4.5 billion Corridor Mobility account of Proposition 1B is to secure funding for expansions of I-15, I-215 and SR-91.  

Recommended Action

The Corona Chamber will assist RCTC by promoting these corridors to CalTrans and the California Transportation Commission (CTC) as high priorities for state investment.

2. Goods Movement & Grade Separation Funding Strategy
Issue

At the Commission’s annual retreat in September, the full board adopted a strategy to fund the highest priority grade separations in Riverside County.  This plan calls for significant investment of local, state, and federal dollars to separate local traffic from the nearly 100 freight trains that move through the county every day.  The result of implementing this strategy will be cleaner air, reduced delay, and increased safety.

Goods movement is a growing priority for the Commission, as increased freight moving through the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach congest major commuter arteries such as I-15, SR-60, I-10, and I-215.

Additionally, Corona is home to two of the county’s highest priority grade crossings at McKinley and Auto Center Drive.  The funding and timely construction of these two crossings will reduce congestion on major arterials in the city.  RCTC is working closely with the City of Corona to get these projects underway as soon as possible.

Recommended Action

The Corona Chamber recognizes that goods movement is a priority and work with the RCTC in their effort to develop a fund strategy to accommodate goods movement and funding grade separations, including Corona’s high priority crossings..

3. Perris Valley Line Metrolink Extension

Issue

a. The Perris Valley Line is a 22.7 mile extension of Metrolink commuter rail service that will relieve congestion on I-215, spark economic growth in the Inland Empire, and provide an effective transportation solution at minimum taxpayer cost.  The Perris Valley Line will remove thousands of cars off I-215 during peak driving periods, improving commute times, improving air quality, and providing convenience to Riverside County commuters.  For the first time, a Metrolink line will be moving passengers solely within Riverside County, rather than exporting people to Orange and Los Angeles Counties; job centers at March Global Port and Downtown Riverside will continue to grow with this new service.  The Perris Valley Line builds on a proven system that is efficient, cost-effective, and vital to the Southern California economy.  RCTC is working to deliver the Perris Valley Line by 2009-2010.
Recommended Action

The Corona Chamber supports the Perris Valley Line and the expansion of the Metrolink rail network.  The Chamber will work with the RCTC to promote the traffic relief that increased commuter rail service will bring to Riverside County.

4. Mid County Parkway
Issue

a. The Mid County Parkway is a new east-west transportation corridor that will relieve pressure on the heavily congested State Routes 91 and 60 in Riverside County, and will be built using a federal-state-local partnership known as the Community Environmental & Acceptability Process (CETAP).  The Mid County Parkway is one of seven high priority projects initially identified by President George W. Bush’s Executive Order 13274 for environmental streamlining.  The Mid County Parkway will begin at I-15 in Corona at the Cajalco Road exit and cross the Lake Matthews area, crossing I-215 and Perris and terminating in San Jacinto.  The environmental approval process has been fully funded, and will be completed next year. Funding will be needed in the future for the final engineering, design and construction efforts.

Recommended Action

The Corona Chamber supports the Mid County Parkway and work with the RCTC to promote the traffic relief it will bring to Riverside County and Corona residents and businesses.

5. Measure A and TUMF Project Delivery
Issue

In 2002, Riverside County voters overwhelmingly extended Measure A, the half-cent transportation sales tax, through 2039.  Measure A demonstrates a local commitment to making transportation a priority for our region.  Projects such as widening the 91 freeway and constructing the 60/215/91 interchange are funded by Measure A.  This local funding allows RCTC to leverage more dollars from Washington and Sacramento.  Additionally, Western Riverside County generates local transportation funding through the Transportation Uniform Mitigation Fee on new development.  This fee pays for major regional arterials in Western County, such as improvements on Lincoln Ave. in Corona.  As RCTC looks ahead to the second Measure A beginning in 2009 and finishes work on the current Measure, the Commission will be prioritizing projects across the county to deliver on promises made to taxpayers.

Recommended Action

The Corona Chamber supports RCTC’s efforts to deliver Measure A projects to the taxpayers of Riverside County. The Corona Chamber will also support the efforts of the Western Riverside Council of Governments in supporting the TUMF program.

ACTION
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OPERATING PROCEDURES REVIEW
Presentation

Tom Kenney

LAC Chair
2007 Strategic Initiative
Does not apply.

Background

The current operating procedures are provided for your review.

Recommended Action


None.
Corona Chamber LAC Operating Procedures

CORONA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

LEGISLATIVE ACTION COMMITTEE (LAC)

Operating Procedures

Approved by the Legislative Action Committee at its January 2006 Meeting

Approved by the Board of Directors at its March 2006 Meeting

I. Mission Statement

The mission of the Corona Chamber of Commerce Legislative Action Committee (LAC) is to provide a basis for the Corona Chamber to act on local, state and federal government issues and have a good working relationship with its elected officials thus creating a favorable and profitable business climate.

II. Composition

The LAC will consist of 15 voting members. Composition shall be representative of the general Corona Chamber membership. 

The LAC Chair position will be appointed by the incoming Chair of the Board of Directors in consultation with the President and CEO and subject to Board approval each year. 

LAC membership is open to all Corona Chamber members in good standing. 

LAC meetings are open to all members of the Corona Chamber. 

All elected officials representing Corona and the region or their designees are ex officio, nonvoting members of the LAC.

III. Policy Platform

Beginning in October of each year, the LAC shall develop a Policy Platform consistent with the LAC’s mission statement that shall serve as the public policy priorities for following year. 

The Policy Platform shall be recommended to the Board of Directors no later than its January meeting for discussion and approval.

IV. Legislation Position Authority 

Board of Directors

The Corona Chamber Board of Directors shall be updated each month of any legislative positions approved by the LAC.

The Board of Directors shall have the authority to modify any position of the LAC. 

LAC
LAC shall have the authority on behalf of the Board of Directors, to approve any legislative positions that align with the approved policy platform consistent with the LAC’s mission statement.

Executive Committee of LAC
The President and CEO, Chairman of the Board and the LAC Chairman, shall have the authority to act on behalf of the LAC to approve any legislative positions that align with the policy platform consistent with the LAC’s mission statement. 

The LAC members shall be notified of this action within 48 hours (or no later than the end of the first working day should the LAC action be taken on a Friday or day before a holiday). 

The LAC shall have the authority to modify any decision of the Executive Committee of LAC at its next scheduled meeting.

V. Voting Members

LAC members will serve two (2) year terms beginning January 1 and ending December 31 of the following year with no term limits. 

LAC members shall be appointed by the LAC Chair in consultation with the Corona Chamber Chairman and President and CEO. 

VI. Voting Membership Vacancies

Prospective LAC members can apply for openings by notifying the LAC Chair.  

The LAC Chair will appoint voting members to fill in vacancies during the year in consultation with the Corona Chamber Chairman of the Board and President and CEO. 

VII. Attendance

The LAC meets the third Tuesday of each month at 8:00am. 

If a LAC member accumulates more than three (3) unexcused absences in a year, the member loses voting privileges.

An unexcused absence will be charged to members if notification to the LAC Chairman is not made prior to the start of the LAC meeting.

VIII. Minutes

Minutes will be kept of all LAC meetings.

IX. Quorum

A quorum shall consist of a simple majority of the total voting LAC membership. 

If a quorum cannot be assembled, the Executive Committee of LAC is empowered to act on behalf of the LAC.

X. Amendments

The authority to approve and amend the Legislative Action Committee Operating Procedures shall be vested in the Corona Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors.

ACTION
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2007 government affairs Membership Survey RESULTS
Presentation

Tom Kenney

LAC Chair

2007 Strategic Initiative

Improve Communication with the Business Community

Background
At the October 2006 LAC meeting, the LAC directed staff to issue a survey to the membership on the top eight public policy priorities for 2006. The results follow.

Recommended Action

None.
Government Affairs Membership Survey Results




Total Votes
Average score

Downtown Redevelopment
101

3.16

Transportation


123

3.84

Cost of Doing Business

127

3.97

Issues that Impact Business
130

4.06

Business Attraction

131

4.09

Education


155

4.84

Workforce Issues


174

5.44

Annexation


211

6.59

Ballots received


32
Government Affairs Membership Survey
The Legislative Action Committee is establishing its platform for 2007. We would like to know what you think are the most important issues affecting Corona.



Please rank the following: 1 to 8

1 = most important

8 = least important



Annexation



Business Attraction



Cost of Doing Business



Downtown Redevelopment



Education



Issues that Impact Business



Transportation



Workforce Issues
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2007 policy platform
Presentation

Tom Kenney

LAC Chair

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

2007 Strategic Initiative

Improve Communication with the Business Community

Increase Knowledge, Understanding, and Involvement with the Legislative Process

Background

Each year, pursuant to the Corona Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee (LAC) Operating Procedures, the LAC shall develop the Corona Chamber’s legislative priorities. Each of the policy goals shall serve as the foundation for the Corona Chamber’s continuing effort to improve the Corona and regional business climate.

The Corona Chamber will use the policy platform to review and consider local, statewide, and when appropriate, federal legislation and communicate the information to the Corona Chamber’s membership. 


At the October 2006 LAC meeting, the LAC approved the following eight areas as its 2007 public policy priority areas:

1. Downtown Redevelopment;

2. Transportation;

3. Cost of Doing Business;
4. Business Attraction;

5. Annexation;

6. Education;

7. Workforce Issues;

8. Business Retention.
At the October 2006 LAC meeting, the LAC directed staff to revise the 2007 Policy Platform so that each issue area aligns with the top eight legislative priorities for 2007. 

Recommended Action

The LAC approves the following 2007 Policy Platform and recommends its approval to the Corona Chamber Board of Directors.

Draft 2007 Policy Platform
Recommended 2007 Policy Platform Priorities
1. Redevelopment;

2. Transportation, Infrastructure and the Environment;

3. Cost of Doing Business;
4. Business Attraction and Retention
5. Annexation;

6. Education and Outreach;

7. Workforce Issues;

Redevelopment

Monitor development projects within the downtown and Corona region.
Monitor and review polices that balance private property rights with eminent domain and its impact on the overall community.
Support responsible and quality redevelopment of areas that are convincingly proven and documented as blighted and suffering from environmental decay that severely lags in economic vitality compared to the surrounding community.

Health and Safety Code Section 33031, describes the conditions in which many people live in our community are adequate and do not require reform. The citizens living in these conditions should have the expectation of a better life in terms of the physical environment and a more robust economic base in the community. 

The burdens of blight upon a community should not be a physical and economic liability for a city, with no prospect of improvement since private enterprise acting alone cannot reverse a City’s patterns of decay.

The health, safety and general welfare of an entire blighted community should receive more consideration than the private property rights of a small number of persons.

Annexation

Monitor land use, planning, housing and zoning issues that affect the Corona business community.

Monitor community development goals and policies pertaining to how existing development is going to be maintained and enhanced and how new development will occur. 

Monitor land use options where lands are to be conserved and where growth will be targeted and specifies the types, densities, and design characteristics of uses to be permitted and a map depicting their distribution.

Monitor community design options that specifies strategies for the visual and environmental enhancement of the City's streetscapes and entries.

Monitor housing options that specify strategies for the provision of adequate housing for all City residents

Monitor economic development strategies for business retention and attraction.

Monitor historical preservation processes for the preservation of the City's historic buildings, sites and landscapes.

Transportation, Infrastructure and the Environment
Review and consider policies that addresses the movement of people and goods including autos, transit, bicycles, and other modes.

Review and consider policies that addresses the provision of public infrastructure including water, sewer, storm drainage, solid waste, electricity, natural gas, and telecommunications.

Review and consider policies that address the provision of services to meet resident needs including police, fire, library, schools, and health.

Review and consider policies that address the provision of parklands and recreation programs for the City's residents.

Support measures that improve drinking water, adequate water quality and supply, flood control, waterway and natural resource protections, water pollution and contamination controls, state and local park improvements, public access to natural resources, and water conservation efforts.
Review and consider reliable, stable, and competitively priced energy supplies for the Corona region and California’s businesses and consumers.

Review, consider and propose transportation improvement plans that relieve congestion on freeways, streets and roads, and ensure future mobility within the Corona region.
Review and consider polices that improve water quality as the result of comprehensive approaches that will reduce contaminants from water sources in a cost effective manner.
 
Review and consider policies that impact air quality standards and consider their effect on Corona’s regional business community.
Business Attraction and Retention

Encourage an adequate supply of appropriate housing to meet the needs of the Corona region and monitor its impact on the Corona business community.

Review and consider policies that ensure Corona maintains a reputation as an attractive prosperous location for business; to balance employment and housing needs with natural resource preservation; and to plan and construct the community infrastructure necessary to support current and future business needs.

Cost of Doing Business
Review and consider reform measures that solve the state budget’s continuing structural deficit that promotes real economic growth and job creation and its impact on the Corona business community.

Encourage cooperation among local/regional and state government agencies, and work to streamline and reduce unnecessary requirements of regulatory agencies.
Review and consider ways to privatize government services and public contracts while maintaining or improving standards.
Review and consider state and local tax changes and new tax categories affecting the Corona business community.

Support and promote when appropriate the preparation of cost/benefit analysis ensuring economic impacts are weighed before the imposition of regulatory statutes. 
Ensure that regulations on business are kept to a minimum and do not put Corona businesses at a competitive disadvantage.
Support local/regional and state programs that secure tax credits for targeted programs.
Consider and review policies that promote the outsourcing of essential public services by local/regional and state government agencies.
Consider and review legislation that promotes standards of corporate governance that guide boards of directors and corporate officers in managing their corporations in a competent, ethical manner.

Review and consider measures that reform the extraordinary costs of the state’s public pension system for the sake of the state’s overall fiscal health.

Oppose legislative proposals that might cause unwarranted and frivolous lawsuits on Corona businesses, consumers and taxpayers. 
Education and Outreach

Continue a working relationship with local, state and federal representatives.
Provide opportunities for businesses to increase their knowledge, understanding, and involvement with local, regional and statewide legislative processes.

Workforce Issues

Support measures that reform our state’s education and vocational systems which encourage workforce preparation.
Monitor, provide recommendations and review alternatives to any proposed state minimum wage increases and any local or state living wage ordinances. 
Monitor and provide recommendations to the workers’ compensation reform measures which impact costs to Corona businesses.
Support responsible health care policy proposals that do not put Corona businesses at a competitive disadvantage and result in increased availability of affordable health care coverage for employers and their employees.
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