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Background
Each year the Corona Chamber of Commerce tracks legislation and takes positions of support or oppose based on a policy platform that is developed at the beginning of that year.  At the end of each legislative session the positions are tallied and compared to those of the local legislators. Below is the complete 2007 Vote Record.  

December 2007

Corona Chamber of Commerce Annual Vote Record: Holding Elected Officials Accountable to Our Business Community

Senator Jim Battin and Assembly Member Todd Spitzer Vote with the Chamber 100% of the Time in 2007

The Corona Chamber of Commerce focused its efforts this year on 52 proposed pieces of legislation that would have positive or negative impact on our business community.  The Chamber Legislative Action Committee discussed each proposed law in detail and determined the stand we felt best represented you.  We communicated our position to each of our legislators and asked that they take a position to support our stand on business-critical issues. We are proud and grateful to report that both of Corona’s state legislators voted with the Corona Chamber’s state legislative positions 100% of the time this year!

“Our legislators work hard for our community and the fact that they voted with us 100% of the time is a testament to our collective effort to protect the economic vitality of our city and region,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chairperson of the Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee.  

“The Corona Chamber is issuing its second vote record since 2006,” stated Bobby Spiegel, President and CEO of the Chamber. “We are continuing our effort to inform our elected officials of important issues impacting our businesses. We will continue to hold them accountable to our business community in 2008,” continued Spiegel.

The Corona Chamber of Commerce lobbied during the 2007 legislative session for our legislators to OPPOSE 30 bills and SUPPORT 22 bills.  The Corona Chamber of Commerce’s official positions on each of the 52 bills have been available online at www.coronaadvocacy.biz including summaries and explanations of why the Corona Chamber of Commerce opposed and supported each.

To reach the “Percentage FOR pro-jobs legislation”, the Corona Chamber of Commerce tallied the number of times our legislators voted for the Chamber’s position and divided that total by the total number of bills in which each legislators voted. A bill is not figured into the vote record percentage if a legislator, for whatever reason, did not vote on a bill or if the bill died before the legislator had an opportunity to vote.

Log on to: www.coronachamber.org and click on the Corona Advocacy link to get details on all bills referred to in the voting record below.  
Summary of Votes
	
	FOR
Pro-jobs legislation
	AGAINST jobs legislation
	Percentage FOR pro-jobs legislation

	Senator Jim Battin
	13
	0
	100%

	Assembly Member Todd Spitzer
	20
	0
	100%


2007 Vote Record – In Depth

 “N/A” = potential new law died before elected official had an opportunity to vote or in the case of the Governor the potential new law did not reach his desk.

AB 8 Nunez (D)

Health Care

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: Oppose
Governor: Vetoed

AB 39 Benoit (R)

Undocumented Criminal Aliens

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a

Governor: n/a

AB 266 Calderon C (D)

Tribal Gaming: Compact Ratification

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a


Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a

	

	


Governor: n/a

AB 291 Jeffries (R) 

State Highway Route 74: Relinquishment

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

AB 338 Coto (D)

Workers' Compensation: Temporary Disability Payments

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: Support

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: Support
Governor: Signed

AB 401 Benoit (R)

Traffic Congestion Relief Program

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

AB 437 Jones (D)

Employment Discrimination

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

AB 493 Ruskin (D)

Motor Vehicle Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Incentives

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: Oppose
Governor: n/a

AB 504 Swanson (D)

Lockouts

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: Oppose

Governor: Vetoed

AB 510 Benoit (R)

Employment: Working Hours

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

AB 512 Lieber (D)

Contracts: Translation

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: Oppose

Governor: n/a

AB 613 Tran (R)

Workplace Postings

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a

Governor: n/a

AB 644 Dymally (D)

Workers' Compensation: Medical Treatment Utilization

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

AB 904 Feuer (D) 

Recycling: Food Containers

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

AB 957 Spitzer (R)

State Property: Transportation Records

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: Support
Governor: Signed

AB 1065 Lieber (D)

Public Resources: Building Standards

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a

Governor: n/a

AB 1073 Nava (D) 

Workers' Compensation

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: Oppose

Governor: Signed

AB 1117 Benoit (R) 

Local Government: County Services Areas

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: Support
Governor: n/a

AB 1131 Jeffries (R) 

Joint Powers Agreements: Joint Powers Agencies

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

AB 1240 Benoit (R) 

Riverside County Transportation Commission

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

AB 1277 Benoit (R) 

Corporate Tax: Combined Reporting

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: Support
Governor: n/a

AB 1285 Parra (D) 

Taxation: Credits: Research and Development

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a

Governor: n/a

AB 1293 Benoit (R) 
Workers' Compensation: Liquidation Estate

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

AB 1295 Spitzer (R) 

Tolls: Orange and Riverside Counties

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: Support
Governor: n/a

AB 1341 Benoit (R) 

Workers' Compensation: Temporary Disability

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

AB 1364 Benoit (R) 

Workers' Compensation

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: Support
Governor: Signed

Governor: n/a

AB 1478 Jeffries (R) 

Property Tax Losses Reserve Fund: Limits

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

AB 1554 Jones (D) 

Health Care Coverage: Rate Approval

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: Oppose
Governor: n/a

AB 1636 Mendoza (D) 

Workers' Compensation: Supplemental Job Benefits

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: Oppose

Governor: Vetoed

AJR 14 Jeffries (R) 

Customs Duties and Importation Revenues

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: Support

Resolution Chaptered

SB 24 Torlakson (D) 

Tobacco Product Environmental Smoke: Fee

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

SB 48 Alquist (D) 

Community Development: Healthy Food Choices

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

SB 55 Florez (D) 

Water Quality: Sewage Sludge

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

SB 59 Cogdill (R) 

Reliable Water Supply Bond Act of 2008

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

SB 140 Kehoe (D) 

Fuels: Renewable Diesel Fuel

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a                

Governor: n/a

SB 180 Migden (D)

Labor Representatives: Elections

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: Oppose

Governor: Vetoed

SB 201 Florez (D) 

Leafy Green Vegetable Crop Safety

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

SB 210 Kehoe (D) 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Fuel Standard

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: Oppose

Governor: Vetoed

SB 375 Steinberg (D)

Transportation Planning: Travel Models: Reviews

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

SB 412 Simitian (D) 

State Energy Resources Conservation & Dev. Commission

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

SB 423 Harman (R) 

Exemplary Damages

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

SB 466 Steinberg (D)

Forest Resources

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

SB 494 Kehoe (D) 

Vehicular Air Pollution Control: Clean Alternative

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a

Governor: n/a

SB 549 Corbett (D)

Employees Right to Bereavement Leave

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: Oppose

Governor: Vetoed

SB 622 Padilla (D) 

Employment: Misclassification of Employees

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: Oppose

Governor: Vetoed

SB 747 Corbett (D) 

Disabled Person: Equal Access Rights

Corona Chamber Position: Support

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

SB 831 Lowenthal (D)

Billing: Mobile Telephony Service

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

SB 840 Kuehl (D)

Single-Payer Health Care Coverage

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

SB 899 Simitian (D)

Toxic Packaging Materials

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a
Governor: n/a

SB 936 Perata (D)

Workers' Compensation: Permanent Disability

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: Oppose

Governor: Vetoed
SB 942 Migden (D)

Workers Compensation: Disability

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: Oppose

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: Oppose

Governor: Vetoed

SB 974 Lowenthal (D)

Ports: Congestion Relief: Air Pollution Mitigation

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose

State Senator Jim Battin: n/a

Assembly Member Todd Spitzer: n/a

Governor: n/a
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2008 Statewide Propositions

The following ballot propositions have qualified for the February 5, 2008 Primary Election:

Proposition 91

Transportation Funding

Recommended Position: SUPPORT

Background

· This ballot measure would prohibit the use of funds that are earmarked for transportation to be used for anything else other than transportation related issues after July 2008.  

· This measure eliminates General Fund borrowing of specified transportation funds, except for cash-flow purposes (repayment required within 30 days of adoption of budget) which the current law allows borrowing for three years where Governor declares transfer would cause significant negative fiscal impact on governmental functions and Legislature enacts authorizing statute.

Proposition 92

Community Colleges

Recommended Position: To be determined
Background

· Establishes in state constitution a system of independent public community college districts and Board of Governors. 

· Requires minimum levels of state funding for school districts and community college districts to be calculated separately, using different criteria and separately appropriated. 

· Allocates 10.46 percent of current Proposition 98 school funding maintenance factor to community colleges. 

· Sets community college fees at $15/unit per semester and limits future fee increases. 

· Provides formula for allocation by Legislature to community college districts that would not otherwise receive general fund revenues through community college apportionment. 

CalChamber Opposes Proposition 92

· The Community College Governance Funding Stabilization and Student Fees Reduction Act would amend the California Constitution to guarantee community college funding levels without adding any accountability structure. 

· CalChamber believes the proposed Act would inflict an enormous amount of pressure on California’s already stressed general fund and possibly require major cuts from other programs funded from the same pool of money. 

· In addition, CalChamber believes that this measure would result in prioritizing one higher education system’s funding priorities over the needs of two other important systems -- the University of California and California State University System.

Proposition 93

Limits on Legislator's Terms in Office

Recommended Position: SUPPORT

Background

· It will reduce the total time a Member can serve in the California Legislature from 14 to 12 years, while allowing Members to gain more experience in one body of the Legislature. 

· This reforms our current term limits to reduce partisanship, puts an end to the constant campaign cycle and empowers legislators to work more effectively together across partisan lines.

· Currently, of the 80 Members of the State Assembly, 34 are in the first year of their first term in office. 

· That means a quarter to nearly half of all legislators are brand-new on the job every two years. 

· Reforming term limits will slow this rapid turnover and build expertise and leadership on California’s most pressing issues. 

· All Legislative candidates elected in November 2008 would serve under the new term limits

requirements.

· While the initiative reduces the amount of time elected officials can stay in office, one of the

main goals is to maintain stability and knowledge in the Legislature. Current Members of

the Legislature would be able to serve a total of 12 years in the house in which they currently

serve, including all previous service in that body.

The following ballot propositions have qualified for the November 4, 2008 General Election Ballot:

High-Speed Passenger Train Bond

Recommended Position:
TABLE UNTIL MID-2008
Background

· This new measure would create the Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act for the 21st Century.  

· The bond would provide the issuance of $9.95 billion of bonds, which $9 billion of it would be used in conjunction with available federal funds for the planning and construction of the high-speed train system.  

· The initial high-speed train line would link San Francisco and the Bay Area to Los Angeles with additional lines linking all of the state’s major population centers to include Sacramento, the Central Valley, the Inland Empire, Orange County, and San Diego.  

· The entire 700-mile system would be constructed and in revenue service by 2020 with the initial line in limited service by 2008.
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