Legislative Action COMMITTEE

www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz/about.html

Corona Chamber of Commerce

904 East Sixth Street, Corona 92879

(951) 737-3350

Tuesday, October 23, 2007

8:00am

Presiding:

Cynthia Schneider, Chair

Call to Order and Roll Call

Chair’s Report

· Presentation by Ken Rivers, CEO, Corona Regional Medical Center

· LAC Retreat Background (Attached)
President & CEO’s Report

New Business

1. 2007 LAC Retreat Action Plan






ACTION

2. Legislative Report #7 – Final Report





INFORMATION
Local, State, Federal Legislative Staff Updates

Announcements

Adjourn

ACTION

Agenda Item 1
Legislative Action Committee

October 23, 2007

2007 LAC Retreat Action Plan

Presentation

Cynthia Schneider

Chair, Legislative Action Committee

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs
Recommended Action


To review the outcome of the LAC retreat and determine the final list of subcommittee members to begin the process 
of developing an action plan for each strategic initiative.
Process
· The sub-committees, led by Shaun Lumachi, will review issues monthly, identify and research priority issues and determine which are in line with the committee platform. 
· Sub-committee meetings will take place using a combination of email, conference calls and (where deemed necessary) face-to-face meetings.

· Subcommittee members will bring recommendations relating to priority issues to the committee-at-large.
· The LAC will discuss the issues in concept at the committee meeting, consider the subcommittee recommendations and direct any questions to the subcommittee members.
· The committee will vote upon a position for each item.
Retreat Outcomes

Strengths and Weaknesses: What’s Working, What’s Not

Strengths

· Professional Leadership
· Commitment/Continuity
· Good foundation with members

Weaknesses

· Communicating with members
· Too many issues to deal with.
· Not enough local issues

Strategic Initiatives: Top Legislative Priorities for 2008
Healthcare

Subcommittee:


Tom Kenney


Susan Wakefield


Ken Rivers (proposed)
Priorities:

· Fiscal initiatives and impacts such as pooling health insurance
· Availability of healthcare

· Eligibility

· Regulatory issues (streamlining regulations i.e. OSHPD)      
Stimulating the Local Economy

Subcommittee:


Chad Miller


Chris Miller


Ann Poloko

Priorities:

· Graffiti (contracting with/within the city)

· Promoting business with the city

· City business fees

· Utility costs

· Redevelopment (zoning)

· Safety

· Promoting business within the city

· Public services

· Ombudsman program (one stop shop)
Employee-Employer Issues
Subcommittee:


Sandy Klein


Cynthia Schneider
Priorities:

· Family leave law

· Safety

· Trained labor pool/ lack of

· Labor law education

· Risk management

· Adequate housing
Transportation
Subcommittee:


Cynthia Schneider
Priorities:

· Gridlock

· Cut-through traffic

· Cal-trans

· Traffic lights

· Grade crossings and separation

· Alternative transportation corridors

· Public transportation

· Goods movement 
Communications
Administrative Subcommittee:

Cynthia Schneider


Bobby Spiegel


Shaun Lumachi

Priorities:

· Devise improved and consistent communications tools that will facilitate sharing of information with committee members and chamber members at large
INFORMATION

Agenda Item 2
Legislative Action Committee

October 23, 2007

Legislative Report #7 – Final Report
Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

February 2008 Water Bond

Recommended Action


Information item only.

Background

The LAC Executive Committee decided to support a water bond on the February 2008 ballot. The Chamber wrote a letter to local legislators asking for their support for a water bond on the February 2008 ballot:

 “We applaud the Governor for calling the Legislature into a special session this fall to solve our water crisis,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Corona Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee. “California’s water infrastructure has endured water demand increases and is now susceptible to disasters like earthquakes, drought and other major catastrophes. It is time to protect the future of our water supply,” continued Schneider.

Over the past three decades, no significant new water infrastructure has been built to keep up with our growing times.  The water supply needs to be protected in order to safeguard the drinking water and how it’s being delivered throughout California.

A water infrastructure bond should provide the funding necessary to address the following critical issues: 

Infrastructure Improvements in the Delta. The Delta supplies drinking water for 25 million Californians, hundreds of thousands of businesses and 750,000 acres of farmland. The Delta, which is extremely susceptible to natural disasters, is in desperate need of improvements to ensure reliable transport of water throughout the state. If there were an earthquake, for example, it is estimated Delta water would be curtailed for two years, choking all who depend on it. Immediate action and long term improvements are needed now. 

Build Additional Storage Facilities. Temperatures are predicted to rise in the coming years, reducing the state’s snow pack and water supply. We need to invest in water storage facilities now to capture water and ensure that we have available supply of safe, quality water in dry years to meet the needs of residents, businesses, agriculture and the environment. 

Improve Water Quality. A clean, safe, reliable source of drinking water is a necessity of life. Already, water quality in the Central Valley has suffered because of drought conditions and overdraft of underground aquifers. Depleting supplies elsewhere in the state puts other residents at risk not to mention planning for the half a million new residents in California each year.

Healthcare Reform
Recommended Action


None.
Background

The Corona Chamber of Commerce is continuing to monitor and follow the healthcare reform debate at the capitol during the special legislative session called by the Governor.  Many proposals have come and gone, all with the Chamber weighing in and providing feedback on the behalf of the business community.  Now, another proposal is coming forward with new details.  

In January of this year, Governor Schwarzenegger announced a healthcare proposal in his state of the state address and outlining only basic concepts of that proposal.  Currently, during the special legislative session, the Governor announced his updated healthcare legislative proposal that was heavily negotiated between the Governor, Senate President Pro Tempore Perata and Assembly Speaker Nunez. 
The current discussions also have included many of the stakeholders of the healthcare arena.  

The current proposal is still incomplete in the area of financing, as language is still being processed in possible preparation to be decided by the voters and placed on the November 2008 ballot.  The Corona Chamber of Commerce will continue to support healthcare reform and the need for healthcare, but until the current proposal is finalized to include all language regarding financing of the proposal and is available to be viewed, the Chamber cannot in good faith support a proposal that is incomplete.

Outlined below are some of the key points of the Governor’s most recent proposal.

Universal Coverage. Maintains requirement that all Californians obtain coverage, and strengthens provisions to increase affordability for working families.

Affordability. Increases affordability for working families even further than the original proposal by reducing the amount that low and moderate income individuals will have to pay for coverage in the state subsidized pool, limits premiums based on income, and creates a tax credit for individuals/families between 250-350% of the federal poverty level.

 

The legislation also requires employers to offer employees IRS Code Section 125 plans. In addition, employers and their employees who choose a Health Savings Account health benefit product will receive tax savings consistent with federal law.

Guarantee Issue. Maintains guarantee issue by ensuring that all Californians will be able to buy health insurance regardless of their medical history or age. Phases in elimination of medical rating and protects consumers against significant rate spikes based on their health status by putting parameters on what insurers can charge above or below a standard rate.

Financing. The basic premise of shared responsibility is that everyone who benefits from the reforms must contribute in a meaningful way. Although doctors are no longer required to contribute to the financing under the Act, they have additional responsibilities and incentives to care for many newly insured individuals.
Protects small businesses by basing contributions on payroll. Under the plan employers who do not offer health care coverage will make a contribution based upon a sliding scale fee from 0-4 percent based on their total payroll.

The bill proposes to lease the California Lottery to help pay for health care costs.

Final language of the financing portion of the bill has yet to be finished.  However, it is known that the language will be finished in time to place on the November 2008 ballot.  It will be a separate component of the actual proposal. 

Public Hospitals. California’s public hospitals make significant financial gains under the new reforms. In addition to the funding increases included in the January 2007 proposal, the new legislation includes $500 million in additional funding for public hospitals. The Act includes protections to support county hospitals in the context of universal coverage.

Minimum Benefit. Does not define the minimum health insurance level. Instead, it directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services to establish and adopt the minimum benefit level via the regulatory process, which then cannot be changed except by legislative action. The minimum benefit level must: cover medical, hospital, preventive and prescription drug services; promote access to care; and must be set at a level where premiums are affordable.

Status Report on Legislation

Recommended Action


None.

	AB 8

AUTHOR:
Nunez (D)

 

TITLE:
Health Care

 

LOCATION:
Vetoed

 

SUMMARY:
 

Creates the Cooperative Health Insurance Purchasing Program as a statewide purchasing pool for health care coverage by employers. Requires employers to make health care expenditures equivalent to 7.5% at a minimum of the employer's total social security wages or, to elect to pay an employer fee of that equivalent amount. Expands the program to children eligible for Healthy Families and persons eligible for Medi-Cal. Requires guaranteed issue of individual health insurance and small employer coverage.

 

 

Commentary:
 

CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"
SB 48 bill language added to bill.

 

Position:
Oppose 06/19/2007


	


	AB 39

	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Undocumented Criminal Aliens


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Public Safety Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires the Secretary of the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation to demand in writing that the United State Attorney General take federal custody of any undocumented criminal alien incarcerated in California's correctional system and, if the federal government does not comply with the demand, then the secretary shall annually bill the federal government for the costs of incarcerating undocumented criminal aliens.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Support 03/20/2007


	

	


	AB 266

	AUTHOR:
	Calderon C (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Tribal Gaming: Compact Ratification


	 

	LOCATION:
	ASSEMBLY


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Ratifies an amendment to a tribal-state gaming compact entered into between the State and the Morongo Band of Mission Indians, executed on August 29, 2006. Requires that revenue contributions be deposited into the General Fund. Specifies that, in deference to tribal sovereignty, certain actions may not be deemed projects for purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Support 04/17/2007


	

	


	AB 291

	AUTHOR:
	Jeffries (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	State Highway Route 74: Relinquishment


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Appropriations Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Authorizes the Transportation Commission to relinquish a portion of State Highway Route 74 in the City of Lake Elsinore in Riverside County to that city under certain conditions.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Support 03/20/2007


	

	


	AB 338

	AUTHOR:
	Coto (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation: Temporary Disability Payments


	 

	LOCATION:
	Signed by Governor


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to the Workers' Compensation Law that prohibits aggregate disability payments for a single injury occurring on or after a specified date, causing temporary disability from extending for more than 104 compensable weeks within a period of 2 years from the date of commencement of payment. Increases, for a single injury occurring on or after a specified date, to five years from the date of injury, the period of time during which an employee can receive aggregate disability payments.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/19/2007, Support



	

	


	AB 401

	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Traffic Congestion Relief Program


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Transportation Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Authorizes the Governor to declare a transportation infrastructure emergency to relieve traffic congestion on any specific highway or segment of a highway for which the department has determined that the average daily vehicle hours of delay exceeds a certain amount. Provides for the Governor to direct the Department of Transportation to immediately create and implement an expedited process and establish deadlines for the construction of new highways or additional lanes on existing highways.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Support 03/20/2007


	

	


	AB 437

	AUTHOR:
	Jones (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Employment Discrimination


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Inactive File


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Specifies that when a cause of action for unlawful discrimination or unlawful employment practice with respect to compensation accrues for determining whether a complaint was filed within statutory guidelines.


	 


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 08/21/2007


	

	


	AB 493

	AUTHOR:
	Ruskin (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Motor Vehicle Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Incentives


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Inactive File


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires the State Air Resources Board to create and implement a clean vehicle incentive program meeting specified requirements, that would provide rebates to, and require surcharges from, purchasers of new motor vehicles based on the vehicle's greenhouse gas emissions to mitigate against emissions of greenhouse gases from motor vehicles. Creates the Clean Vehicle Incentive Account to be administered by the state board.


	 


	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Failed


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 05/15/2007


	

	


	AB 504

	AUTHOR:
	Swanson (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Lockouts


	 

	LOCATION:
	Vetoed


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires employers, other than the state and its political subdivisions, that are convicted of a crime involving fraud, misrepresentation, or misconduct related to a lockout to make restitution to employees for lost wages and benefits.


	 


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/19/2007


	

	


	AB 510

	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Employment: Working Hours


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Labor and Employment Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Permits an individual nonexempt employee to request an employee-selected flexible work schedule providing for workdays up to 10 hours per day within a 40 hour workweek. Allows an employer to implement this schedule without any obligation to pay overtime compensation.


	 


	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Failed


	 

	Position:
	Support 03/20/2007


	

	


	AB 512

	AUTHOR:
	Lieber (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Contracts: Translation


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Banking, Finance and Insurance Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to existing law that requires a trade or business who negotiates specified contracts or agreements primarily in specified languages to deliver to the other party a translation thereof in the applicable foreign language and provides the provisions apply to the Industrial Loan Law and the Finance Lenders Law. Applies these provisions to the Residential Mortgage Lending Act. Requires supervised financial organizations making real property secured loans to provide, in a certain form, translations.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 05/15/2007


	

	


	AB 613

	AUTHOR:
	Tran (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workplace Postings


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Labor and Employment Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires that workplace postings and notices be written in plain language so that employers and employees can easily understand them. Requires the Division of Labor Standards Enforcement to convene a working group to review and recommend revisions to all employment-related postings required in California workplaces.


	 


	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Failed


	 

	Position:
	Support 03/20/2007


	

	


	AB 644

	AUTHOR:
	Dymally (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation: Medical Treatment Utilization


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Insurance Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to workers' compensation medical treatment. Requires any physician who conducts an evaluation of medical treatment to hold an identical type of license as that of the physician requesting the treatment. Requires the utilization review process to be conducted as a peer-to-peer evaluation process directed toward an evaluation of the medical treatment requested by the physician treating an injured worker, and not to an examination of the specialty of physician requesting the treatment.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 03/20/2007


	

	


	AB 657

	AUTHOR:
	Jeffries (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Greenhouse Gas Emissions


	 

	LOCATION:
	ASSEMBLY


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to existing law which designates the State Air Resources Board as the agency charged with monitoring and regulating sources of emissions of greenhouse gases that cause global warming.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Watch 03/20/2007


	

	


	AB 904

	AUTHOR:
	Feuer (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Recycling: Food Containers


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Inactive File


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Enacts the Plastic and Marine Debris Reduction, Recycling, and Composing Act. Prohibits a take-out food provider from distributing single use food service packaging to a consumer, unless that packaging is either compostable packaging or recyclable packaging. Prohibits a take-out food provider from distributing single use food service packaging to packaging is also recovered for composting at a specified rate statewide or in the city or the unincorporated area of the county. Imposes a civil penalty.


	 


	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Failed


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/19/2007


	

	


	AB 957

	AUTHOR:
	Spitzer (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	State Property: Transportation Records


	 

	LOCATION:
	Chaptered


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Amends existing law which requires the Department of Transportation to furnish to the Department of General Services an updated record of each parcel of real property that it possesses to include in that record, among other information, the parcels location, size, purchase price, and description of current use. Deletes the exclusion for airspace, excess lands, and properties acquired for highway projects from this recording requirement.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Support 04/17/2007


	

	


	AB 1003

	AUTHOR:
	Jeffries (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Department of Transportation: Engineering Services


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Transportation Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Authorizes transportation agencies and cities within counties that have in place a voter-approved transportation sales tax program to contract with the Department of Transportation for specified dedicated engineering and consulting services.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Watch 03/20/2007


	

	


	AB 1065

	AUTHOR:
	Lieber (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Public Resources: Building Standards


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Appropriations Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission to adopt standards that would reduce energy consumption per gross square foot of floorspace of a new residential and new nonresidential buildings, from offsite sources, on a specified schedule. Requires the commission to review or approve one or more computer programs for use in demonstrating compliance with these standards and to prescribe requirements for compliance software and to review and approve such software.


	 


	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Failed


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/19/2007


	

	


	AB 1073

	AUTHOR:
	Nava (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation


	 

	LOCATION:
	Signed by Governor


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to workers' compensation system. Prohibits the limit on the number of chiropractic, occupational therapy, and physical therapy visits from applying to visits for postsurgical physical medicine and postsurgical rehabilitative services.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 04/17/2007


	

	


	AB 1117

	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Local Government: County Services Areas


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Rules Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Amends existing law that authorizes a county services area with San Bernardino County to provide open-space and habitat conservation services. Extends the authorization to Riverside County.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Support 04/17/2007


	

	


	AB 1131

	AUTHOR:
	Jeffries (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Joint Powers Agreements: Joint Powers Agencies


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Local Government Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires the agreement for a joint powers agency that is authorized to levy a general or special tax, exorcise eminent domain, or make a change to, or enact a regulation restricting land uses to require that at least one member of the joint powers agency directly represent any affected land owner.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Support 04/17/2007


	

	


	AB 1240

	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Riverside County Transportation Commission


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Transportation Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Authorizes the Riverside County Transportation Commission to enter into those design-build contracts for the purpose of constructing commuter rail lines and would designate that commission as a transit operator for those purposes.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Support 04/17/2007


	

	


	AB 1277

	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Corporate Tax: Combined Reporting


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Appropriations Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Amends the Corporation Tax Law. Clarifies that the dividend elimination is allowed regardless of whether the payor or payee are taxpayer members of a combined unitary group return, or whether the payor or payee had previously filed state tax returns, as long as the payor and payee file as members of a comparable unitary business outside the state when earnings and profits from which the dividends were paid arose. Specifies that dividend elimination provisions apply to dividends paid out of specified income.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Support 05/15/2007


	

	


	AB 1285

	AUTHOR:
	Parra (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Taxation: Credits: Research and Development


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Revenue and Taxation Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to credits against the Personal Income Tax and Corporation Income Tax laws for increasing research expenses to provide complete conformity to the research credit and the alternative incremental credit allowed by federal income tax laws for only the amount paid or incurred by a taxpayer in connection with the qualified research to develop technologies that will reduce greenhouse gas emissions.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Support 05/15/2007


	

	


	AB 1293

	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation: Liquidation Estate


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Insurance Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires the liquidation estate of Fremont Indemnity Company to forward to specified school district employees a lump sum not to exceed $8 million for the express purpose of covering those claims already paid by the school district employers, as well as those liabilities incurred and to be incurred, for any self-insured retention transferred to Fremont Indemnity Company prior to January 1, 2000.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Support 05/15/2007


	

	


	AB 1295

	AUTHOR:
	Spitzer (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Tolls: Orange and Riverside Counties


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Appropriations Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Authorizes the Orange County Transportation Authority to eliminate its right, interests and obligations in the Riverside County portion of State Highway Route 90 toll land. Authorizes the Riverside County Transportation Commission to impose tolls for 50 years on its portion of State Highway Route 91 for operating expenses of the toll lane. Authorizes the issuance of bonds for transportation facilities within a specified corridor. Relates to the construction of a toll lane on State Highway Route 15.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Support 04/17/2007


	

	


	AB 1341

	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation: Temporary Disability


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Insurance Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to existing law regarding workers' compensation temporary disability that prohibits aggregate disability payments for a single injury occurring on or after a specified date, causing temporary disability, from extending for more than a specified period. Increases, for a single injury occurring on or after a specified date, the period of time during which an employee can receive aggregate disability payments.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Support 05/15/2007


	

	


	AB 1364

	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation


	 

	LOCATION:
	Chaptered


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Provides if the workers' compensation insurer provides a required deposit in order to business in the state is domiciled in a state where the state law provides that with respect to claims, the deductible amount paid by a guarantee association after the entry of an order of liquidation under large deductible policies, any part of the reimbursement proceeds are general assets of the estate, then the amount of the insurer's deposit shall be calculated based on the a specified formula.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Support 05/15/2007


	

	


	AB 1478

	AUTHOR:
	Jeffries (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Property Tax Losses Reserve Fund: Limits


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Local Government Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Amends existing law that authorizes counties to adopt an alternative method for the distribution of secured roll property tax levies. Requires counties to maintain the amount of the total delinquent secured taxes and assessments in the tax losses reserve fund at not less than 25% and allows counties to credit moneys to the county general fund where the reserve fund exceeds a percentage of the total delinquent secured taxes and assessments. Reduces the 25% limitation to 3%.


	 


	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Pulled by Author


	 

	Position:
	Support 05/15/2007


	

	


	AB 1554

	AUTHOR:
	Jones (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Health Care Coverage: Rate Approval


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Health Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires approval by the Department of Managed Health Care or Insurance Department of an increase in the amount of the premium, copayment, coinsurance obligation, deductible, and other changes under a health care service plan or disability insurance policy. Requires the plan or insurer to submit an application for a rate increase. Requires each department to notify the public of a rate application and provides application approval procedures.


	 


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/19/2007


	

	


	AB 1636

	AUTHOR:
	Mendoza (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation: Supplemental Job Benefits


	 

	LOCATION:
	Vetoed


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to workers' compensation supplemental job displacement benefits in the form of a education-related retraining or skill enhancement. Requires the voucher for such retraining to become permanent under certain conditions. Requires the employer to increase the voucher amount if the disability percentage increases or to reissue the voucher in a lower amount, if the disability percentage decreases. Provides no liability for such benefits if the employer offers modified work under specified conditions.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 05/15/2007


	

	


	AJR 14

	AUTHOR:
	Jeffries (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Customs Duties and Importation Revenues


	 

	LOCATION:
	Chaptered


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Memorializes the President and Congress to enact legislation that will ensure that a substantial increment of new revenues derived from customs duties and importation fees be dedicated to mitigating the economic, mobility, security, and environmental impacts of trade in this state and in other trade-affected states.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Support 05/15/2007


	

	


	SB 24

	AUTHOR:
	Torlakson (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Tobacco Product Environmental Smoke: Fee


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Revenue and Taxation Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Enacts the Cigarette and Tobacco Products Emissions Act. Requires the Department of Public Health to assess a fee, administered and collected by the State Board of Equalization, on consumers of cigars and cigarettes to mitigate the harmful effects caused by environmental tobacco smoke. Establishes the Cigarette and Tobacco Products Emissions Fund into which the fees would be the deposited. Provides funding for tobacco-related health programs. Excludes the fee from taxation.


	 


	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Failed


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 05/15/2007


	

	


	SB 48

	AUTHOR:
	Alquist (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Community Development: Healthy Food Choices


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Appropriations Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires the Department of Health Services to establish the Health Food Retail Innovations Fund to provide residents of underserved communities with retail food markets that would offer high quality fruit, vegetables and other healthy foods and encourage retail innovation. Requires the department to provide grants and loans for land acquisition, business plan development, feasibility studies, refrigeration units, outside technical assistance and other startup costs.


	 


	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Merged with AB 8


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/19/2007


	

	


	SB 55

	AUTHOR:
	Florez (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Water Quality: Sewage Sludge


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Appropriations Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to water quality and sewer sludge. Prohibits the treatment or land application of specified sewage sludge in violation of federal regulations. Requires a supplier of sludge to submit samples to a certified laboratory for testing. Relates to polluting chemicals including agricultural, industrial, personal care products and pharmaceuticals that may act as endocrine disrupters. Relates to pathogens.


	 


	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Failed


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 05/15/2007


	

	


	SB 59

	AUTHOR:
	Cogdill (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Reliable Water Supply Bond Act of 2008


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Enacts the Reliable Water Supply Bond Act, which, if approved by the voters, would authorize, for purposes of financing a water supply program, the issuance of bonds. Requires the Secretary of State to submit the bond act to the voter.


	 


	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Failed


	 

	Position:
	Support 05/15/2007


	

	


	SB 140

	AUTHOR:
	Kehoe (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Fuels: Renewable Diesel Fuel


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Third Reading File


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires at least 2% of the total volume of diesel fuel sold or offered for sale in the state for use in internal combustion engines to be a percentage of renewable diesel fuel no later than one year after a specified finding is made by the state Air Resources Board, and, no later than 2 years after the implementation of standard. Requires a percentage of the total volume of diesel fuel sold or offered for sale in the state and used for internal combustion engines by renewable diesel fuel.


	 


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 05/15/2007


	

	


	SB 180

	AUTHOR:
	Migden (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Labor Representatives: Elections


	 

	LOCATION:
	To Governor


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Permits agricultural employees, as an alternative procedure, to select their labor representatives by submitting a petition to the Labor Board accompanied by representation cards signed by a majority of the bargaining unit. Requires the board to conduct an immediate investigation to determine whether to certify the organization as the exclusive representative. Extends the existing prohibitions and penalties to employers who engage in unfair labor practices with regard to a majority sign up election.


	 


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/19/2007


	

	


	SB 201

	AUTHOR:
	Florez (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Leafy Green Vegetable Crop Safety


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Agriculture Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Describes practices that shall not be engaged in by growers, handlers, shippers, or processors of leafy green vegetables including using uncomposed, incompletely composed, or nonthermally treated manure as a fertilizer or soil amendment in fields, maintaining toilet facilities or other receptacles for human excreta in fields, using irrigation water that exceeds acceptable contamination levels, or selling, or putting into the distribution chain any such vegetable that exceeds acceptable contamination level.


	 


	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Failed


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/19/2007


	

	


	SB 210

	AUTHOR:
	Kehoe (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Fuel Standard


	 

	LOCATION:
	Vetoed


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires the State Air Resources Board to adopt, implement, and enforce, a low-carbon fuel standard by regulation, that achieves the maximum technologically feasible and cost-effective reductions in carbon intensity of transportation fuels, and at least a 10% reduction in, the carbon intensity of transportation fuels. Provides the standard would apply to refiners, blenders, producers, and importers of such fuels. Requires the development of related environmental reports requirements.


	 


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 05/15/2007


	

	


	SB 212

	AUTHOR:
	Wyland (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Employment: Meal Periods


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Rules Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to existing law which requires employers to provide meal periods to employees during work periods of specified duration.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Support 05/15/2007, Watch



	

	


	SB 375

	AUTHOR:
	Steinberg (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Transportation Planning: Travel Models: Reviews


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Appropriations Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to guidelines for travel demand guidelines used in regional transportation plans, the requirement a regional transportation plan include a sustainable community strategy designed to achieve goals for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, an environmental document under the Environmental Quality Act that examines specific impacts of a transportation project located in a local jurisdiction that has amended its general plan and the legislative body finds the project meets specified criteria.


	 


	 

	NOTES:
	Two Year Bill


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/19/2007


	

	


	SB 412

	AUTHOR:
	Simitian (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	State Energy Resources Conservation & Dev. Commission


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Appropriations Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Enacts the Liquified Natural Gas Market Assessment Act. Requires the Energy Commission to adopt the Liquefied Natural Gas Market Assessment Report that would incorporate into the integrated energy policy of 2007 and would contain specified information. Requires a onshore or offshore liquefied natural gas terminal project applicant to include in the application evidence that it has consulted with the federal Department of Defense. Requires a related environmental impact report contain specified information.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 07/17/2007


	

	


	SB 423

	AUTHOR:
	Harman (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Exemplary Damages


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Judiciary Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Amends existing law which authorizes a plaintiff to recover exemplary damages in an action for the breach of an obligation not arising from contract if it is proven by clear and convincing evidence that the defendant has been guilty of oppression, fraud, or malice. Limits the amount of exemplary damages that are available pursuant to the provision described above to 3 times the amount of compensatory damages.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Support 03/20/2007


	

	


	SB 466

	AUTHOR:
	Steinberg (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Forest Resources


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Appropriations Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Authorizes the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection to hire staff to provide scientific and legal services, either as employees or contractors. Amends the Z'berg-Nejedly Forest Practice Act. Specifies that manner by which the environmental effects, including climate changes, of forestland and timberland conversions, may be mitigated. Prohibits timber operations unless a timber harvesting plan has been approved. Provides for a watershed-based timber harvesting plan to reduce landowner compliance costs.


	 


	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Failed


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/19/2007


	

	


	SB 494

	AUTHOR:
	Kehoe (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Vehicular Air Pollution Control: Clean Alternative


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Transportation Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to vehicular air pollution control. Requires the Air Resources Board to develop and adopt regulations that will ensure that an unspecified percentage of new passenger vehicles and light-duty trucks sold in the state each year are clean alternative vehicles, and that commencing by a specified date, a percentage of new passenger vehicles and light-duty trucks sold in the state each year are clean alternative vehicles.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 05/15/2007


	

	


	SB 549

	AUTHOR:
	Corbett (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Employees Right to Bereavement Leave


	 

	LOCATION:
	Vetoed


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to existing law that provides employees with the right to take time off work without discharge or discrimination for a number of reasons. Adds the right to inquire about, request, or take time off for bereavement leave. Provides for state employees, if this leave conflicts with a memorandum of understanding, the terms of the memorandum would be controlling.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 08/21/2007


	

	


	SB 622

	AUTHOR:
	Padilla (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Employment: Misclassification of Employees


	 

	LOCATION:
	Vetoed


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Prohibits willful misclassification of employees as independent contractors. Prohibits charging an employee who has been willfully misclassified a fee, or making any deduction from compensation for any purpose, including, fees or deductions for goods, materials, space rental, services, government licenses, repairs, equipment maintenance, or fines arising from the employee's employment where the employer would have been in violation if the employee had not been misclassified.


	 


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 07/17/2007


	

	


	SB 670

	AUTHOR:
	Correa (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Real Property: Transfer Fees


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Transportation and Housing Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Voids any covenant, restriction, or condition contained in any deed, contract, security instrument, or other instrument that contains a requirement that a transferee pay a fee upon transfer of real property with exemptions. Requires the application for a public report in connection with subdivided lands to state whether the property offered for sale or lease is subject to a fee. After a specified date permits the imposition of a fee on the transfer of subdivided real property under some circumstances.


	 


	 

	NOTES:
	Failed Bill


	 

	Position:
	Watch 05/15/2007


	

	


	SB 747

	AUTHOR:
	Corbett (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Disabled Person: Equal Access Rights


	 

	LOCATION:
	ASSEMBLY


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Expresses the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that will promote increased compliance by business with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, state laws that govern access to public facilities, and federal and state regulations adopted pursuant to those laws, through education and certification programs, with the complementary goal of reducing litigation that seeks attorney's fees and damages without facilitating compliance with those laws.


	 


	 

	Position:
	Support 05/15/2007


	

	


	SB 831

	AUTHOR:
	Lowenthal (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Billing: Mobile Telephony Service


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Third Reading File


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Authorizes a subscriber to present a billing entity with evidence to rebut any prima facie evidence that a direct dialed telecommunications service was authorized, including evidence that a call was dialed using a lost or stolen device. Requires an entity that provides a telecommunications bill to include a statement of these rights. Requires providers of mobile telephony service to extend to new customers a grace period during which the customer may rescind the agreement, without cost or penalty.


	 


	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Failed


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 05/15/2007


	

	


	SB 840

	AUTHOR:
	Kuehl (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Single-Payer Health Care Coverage


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Appropriations Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Establishes the State Healthcare System. Makes all state residents eligible for specified health care benefits under the system, which would, on a single-payer basis, negotiate for or set fees for health care services provided through the system and pay claims for those services. Provides an income eligibility factor. Creates the Healthcare Policy Board to establish policy on medical issues and various other matters relating to the system. Provides certain insurance fraud laws to providers under the system.


	 


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 07/17/2007


	

	


	SB 899

	AUTHOR:
	Simitian (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Toxic Packaging Materials


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Enacts the Toxic Free Oceans Act of 2007. Prohibits a person from manufacturing, processing, or distributing in commerce plastic packaging containing toxic materials.


	 


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/19/2007


	

	


	SB 936

	AUTHOR:
	Perata (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation: Permanent Disability


	 

	LOCATION:
	Vetoed


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to existing law that creates the Workers' Compensation System and requires the payment of disability benefits to eligible individuals for injuries sustained in the course of employment that cause permanent disability, and specifies that the amount of those payments be computed in accordance with a prescribed formula. Revises the formula for computing those payments for injuries causing permanent disability, which occur on or after a specified date.


	 


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/19/2007


	

	


	SB 942

	AUTHOR:
	Migden (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workers Compensation: Disability


	 

	LOCATION:
	Vetoed


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to workers' compensation. Provides that for injuries occurring on or after a specified date, if the injury causes a permanent partial disability and the injured employee does not return to work within a specified time frame, the employee shall be entitled to receive a supplemental job displacement benefit. Revises the amount the employee would be eligible to receive. Provides the employer would not be liable for the supplemental benefit under certain conditions.


	 


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 03/20/2007


	

	


	SB 974

	AUTHOR:
	Lowenthal (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Ports: Congestion Relief: Air Pollution Mitigation


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Inactive File


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach to transmit a portion of the funds derived from imposition of a container cargo user fee to the San Pedro Bay Ports Congestion Relief Trust Fund and San Pedro Bay Ports Mitigation Relief Trust Funds. Requires the Port of Oakland to transmit a portion of the funds derived from imposition of the fee to the Port of Oakland Congestion Relief Trust Fund and a portion to the Port of Oakland Mitigation Relief Trust Fund. Authorizes related financing agreements.


	 


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 05/15/2007


	


