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Recent Communications
September 30, 2008
Corona Chamber Releases Statement on Financial Crisis 

  

Rachel Rola, Chairman of the Corona Chamber's Board of Directors and Cynthia Schneider, Chairman of the Corona Chamber's Legislative Action Committee issued a letter this morning to United States Senators Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer and Congressman Ken Calvert in response to the current financial crisis facing our nation:
 
Dear Senator Feinstein, Senator Boxer and Congressman Calvert:

The Corona Chamber of Commerce urges Congress to immediately pass the bipartisan financial rescue package to stem the financial panic. Congress must not adjourn without taking action to stabilize the financial markets. 

Yesterday’s failure to approve legislation addressing the financial crisis has resulted in uncertainty and turmoil that have dramatically affected the markets, and lowered equity prices, eroding individual savings and destroying billions of dollars of household wealth. Make no mistake: when the aftermath of Congressional inaction becomes clear, Americans will not tolerate those who stood by and let the calamity happen. If, on the other hand, Congress supports a plan to successfully restore the financial system and preserve the flow of credit to the economy, the American people will recognize that act of courage. 

The Chamber urges Congress to immediately pass financial rescue legislation.
September 29, 2008
Corona Chamber Takes Action on November Ballot, Recommends Positions
 
The Corona Chamber of Commerce reviewed six statewide propositions set for the 

November 4, 2008 statewide ballot, only considering positions on those propositions that would have a specific impact on the Corona business community.

 

“Statewide propositions have a direct impact on the Corona business community,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee,  “and the Corona Chamber has the obligation to provide the information that may guide our member businesses when they are ready to make their decisions on each proposition,” Schneider continued.

 

The following is a list of the propositions that the Chamber considered at their September 16, 2008 Legislative Action Committee meeting: 

 
Proposition 1A
Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act
 

Corona Chamber Position: No Position
 
Designed to make California less dependent on oil and rising gas prices, Proposition 1A would authorize the state to sell $9.95 billion in bonds in conjunction with available federal funds to create a high-speed train system from San Francisco to Los Angeles and Anaheim. The 800-mile system would be constructed and in revenue service by 2030 with an estimated time of 2 hours and 40 minutes between San Francisco and Los Angeles. Other money will be set aside to make capital improvements to existing rail lines to connect to the high-speed rail system.

 

Proposition 2
Standards for Confining Farm Animals
 

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose
 
Proposition 2 would impact most of the egg production facilities in California, leading to higher costs to consumers and driving egg production businesses out of the state. Agriculture businesses continue to be targeted for more restrictions than any other type of business in the state.  

 

Proposition 3
Children’s Hospital Bond Act
 

The Corona Chamber will consider its position on Proposition 3 at its October 21 Legislative Action Committee meeting.

 

Proposition 7
Renewable Energy Generation
 

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose
 
The Corona Chamber of Commerce believes in renewable energy and practical applications in order to make the area and state less energy dependent. Unfortunately, Proposition 7 is unreasonable as it sets unobtainable benchmarks for private and public utilities to reach. This will ultimately lead to higher rate costs passed onto consumers.

 

Proposition 10
Alternative Fuel Vehicles and Renewable Energy
 

Corona Chamber Position: Oppose
 

This measure allows the state to sell $5 billion in general obligation bonds for various renewable energy and alternative fuels. Proposition 10 would create a financial incentive program for only one type of alternative fuel which would not allow for fair competition of tax payer dollars for other alternative fuels that may lead to greener practices. 

 

Proposition 11
Redistricting
 

Corona Chamber Position: Support
 

The Corona Chamber was one of the first chambers of commerce in California to support Proposition 11.  This proposition reforms the way our state elected officials redraw their district boundaries every ten years. This process, known as redistricting, is widely considered a conflict of interest. Specifically, this proposition removes that responsibility from our elected officials and places it in the hands of a 14-person citizen redistricting commission. The commission will be politically balanced: five democrats, five republicans, and four individuals that are not registered with one of the two major parties. Commissioners would be chosen for their impartiality, skills, and to reflect our State’s demographic and geographic diversity.
September 29, 2008
Corona Chamber Takes Action – Calls for Comprehensive Statewide Water Reform

The Corona Chamber of Commerce urges state legislators to place a comprehensive water bond on the statewide ballot to ebb California’s water crisis. The current water crisis threatens our environment, the long-term stability of our economy and the overall quality of life in our community. The Chamber’s call to action comes as Governor Schwarzenegger called a state of emergency due to severe water shortages after declaring a statewide drought a few months ago.

The Corona business community can no longer wait for legislative leaders to agree on reforms. Some legislative leaders are considering a ballot measure, but it would not show up for two years. Delaying action will cause irreparable harm to our environment and to our economic vitality. The funding that would be created by a comprehensive water bond would allow California to promote both a healthy water ecosystem and an adequate water supply for our economy. 

“We also support efforts to immediately allocate existing voter-approved bond funds to fix our delta and secure an adequate water supply for Southern California,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee. “We must place a bond initiative on the ballot to provide additional funding to address these critical issues,” she continued.

We need to fund investments that will restore and enhance the Northern California Delta ecosystem, improve its physical infrastructure to avoid conflicts with the environment, ensure reliable delivery of water and better protect against floods, earthquakes and other natural disasters. A bond must also invest in projects that reduce contamination of groundwater basins, improve wastewater treatment and storm water management, and protect water quality for the environment.

Climate changes are reducing our mountain snow pack and we need to improve existing water storage facilities and develop new water storage capacity– both surface and below ground -- to capture rainfall and runoff and ensure adequate supplies of safe, reliable water in dry years. Additional storage will also equip our systems to meet temperature and flow requirements for wildlife species such as salmon.

We must also invest in water conservation efforts, including aggressive programs to encourage residents, growers and businesses to conserve. California must also expand local water recycling projects to stretch existing supplies. 

Governor Schwarzenegger and US Senator Dianne Feinstein introduced a comprehensive Corona Chamber-supported bond proposal that addresses the needs of our community and our state. The Chamber will continue to work closely with both Schwarzenegger and Feinstein in securing needed water reform via a statewide bond proposal.
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MINUTES

Presiding:

Cynthia Schneider, Chair

2008 Strategic Initiatives

Healthcare Reform | Stimulating The Local Economy

Employee-Employer Issues | Transportation Infrastructure Improvements

Call to Order and Roll Call


Chair Schneider called the meeting to order at 8:02am

	Chair
	Cynthia Schneider
	American Security Bank
	X

	
	Chris Miller
	Chris Miller Mortuary
	X

	
	Alex Braicovich
	Waste Management
	X

	
	Frank Emerson
	Dos Lagos
	

	
	Sandy Klein
	Re/Max All Stars
	X

	
	Chad Miller
	Plas-Tech Sealing Tech
	X

	
	Ann Poloko
	Financial Investors Group
	X

	
	Javier Vasquez
	Miguel’s Restaurants
	

	
	Mark Krakower
	
	X

	
	CC Vest
	Midpoint Bearing
	X

	
	Ken Rivers
	Corona Regional Medical
	

	
	Sue Wakefield
	ASJ Industrial Hose and Fittings
	X

	Chamber
	Bobby Spiegel
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	X

	Chamber 
	Shaun Lumachi
	Corona Chamber of Commerce
	X


Chair’s Report


Recent Communications


Chair Schneider reviewed the following recent communications:

· Corona Chamber Urges Legislators For Comprehensive Water Reform
· Corona Chamber Fights Efforts to Reduce Transportation Project Funds
· Corona Chamber Comes to the Aid of Business as it Stops Multi-Billion Dollar Paid Sick Leave Mandate

President & CEO’s Report

Spiegel reported that the Board will discuss the Chamber’s government affairs program at the on the upcoming Board of Directors retreat.

Staff Report


No report.

Local, State, Federal Legislative Staff Updates


No report.

New Business

4. Propositions 1A, 2, 3, 7, 10, 11






ACTION

Proposition 1A – Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act for the 21st Century

It was moved and seconded to approve a position of NO POSITION. The motion passed unanimously.

Proposition 2 – Standards for Confining Farm Animals

It was moved and seconded to approve a position of OPPOSE. The motion passed unanimously.

Proposition 3 – Children’s Hospital Bond Act

It was moved and seconded to tabled a position and refer the issue back to the Healthcare Subcommittee for further review and to take a position at the October 2008LAC meeting. The motion passed unanimously.

Proposition 7: Renewable Energy

It was moved and seconded to approve a position of OPPOSE. The motion passed unanimously.

Proposition 10: Alternative Fuel Vehicles and Renewable Energy

It was moved and seconded to approve a position of OPPOSE. The motion passed unanimously.

Proposition 11: Redistricting

It was moved and seconded to approve a position of SUPPORT. The motion passed unanimously.




5. Legislative Report #7







ACTION

Staff reviewed the final status of all legislation and issues tracked in 2008.

Announcements


No announcements.

Adjourn

Chair Schneider adjourned the meeting at 9:05am.

ACTION

AGENDA ITEM 2
Legislative Action Committee

October 21, 2008
Proposition 3

Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Proposition 3 – Children’s Hospital Bond Act

Recommended Position


The Stimulating the Local Economy Subcommittee does not have a recommended position. 
Recommended Staff Position


Support

Summary

1. Authorizes the state to sell $980 million in general obligation bonds for capital improvement projects at children’s hospitals. 

2. The measure specifically identifies the five University of California children’s hospitals as eligible bond fund recipients. 

3. There are additional children’s hospitals that are likely to meet other eligibility criteria specified in the measure, which are based on hospitals’ performance in the 2001‑02 fiscal year. 

4. Some of the criteria include providing at least 160 licensed beds for infants and children.

Background

5. Children’s hospitals focus their efforts on the health care needs of children by providing diagnostic, therapeutic, and rehabilitative services to injured, disabled, and sick infants and children.

6. In November 2004, voters approved Proposition 61, which authorized the sale of $750 million in general obligation bonds to provide funding for children’s hospitals. 

7. The eligibility criteria for hospitals to receive funds under Proposition 61 are the same under this measure, Proposition 3. 

8. As of June 1, 2008, about $403 million of the funds from Proposition 61 had been awarded to eligible hospitals.

9. The money raised from the bond sales could be used for the construction, expansion, remodeling, renovation, furnishing, equipping, financing, or refinancing of children’s hospitals in the state. 

10. 80 percent of the monies would be available to nonprofit children’s hospitals and the remaining 20 percent would be available to University of California children’s hospitals, which is proportional to the number of patients seen and treated at the State’s Children’s Hospitals. 

11. The monies provided could not exceed the total cost of a project, and funded projects would have to be completed “within a reasonable period of time.”

12. Children’s hospitals would have to apply in writing for funds with the California Health Facilities Financing Authority (CHFFA), an existing state agency, to develop the grant application.

13. Required to process submitted applications and award grants within 60 days.

14. CHFFA’s decision to award a grant would be based on several factors:

a. would the grant contribute toward the expansion or improvement of health care access for children who are eligible for governmental health insurance programs;

b. are the children indigent, underserved, or uninsured;

c. would the grant contribute toward the improvement of child health care or pediatric patient outcomes and;

d. would the applicant hospital promote pediatric teaching or research programs.

15. Administrative costs would be limited to CHFFA’s actual costs or 1 percent of the bond funds, whichever is less.

List of children’s hospitals eligible for bond funds both specifically named and likely to be eligible:

Specifically Identified as Eligible—20 Percent of Total Funds

· Mattel Children’s Hospital at University of California, Los Angeles

· University Children’s Hospital at University of California, Irvine

· University of California, Davis Children’s Hospital

· University of California, San Diego Children’s Hospital

· University of California, San Francisco Children’s Hospital

Likely to Be Eligible Hospitals—80 Percent of Total Funds

· Rady Children’s Hospital, San Diego (formerly Children’s Hospital and Health Center, San Diego)

· Children’s Hospital Los Angeles

· Children’s Hospital and Research Center at Oakland

· Children’s Hospital of Orange County

· Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital

· Lucile Salter Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford

· Miller’s Children’s Hospital, Long Beach

· Children’s Hospital Central California

Arguments in Support

16. As the population in California continues to grow, we must increase the capacity of our Children's Hospitals in order to keep pace. More children need services at a Children's Hospital then there is room.

Arguments in Opposition

17. Some of the proposed eligible hospitals are private institutions with some people agreeing that private institutions should not be receiving state money. 

Supporting

(List incomplete)

California Children’s Hospital Association

Hospital Association of Southern California

Opposition

(None at this time)

ACTION

AGENDA ITEM 3
Legislative Action Committee

October 21, 2008
Policy Platform
Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Recommended Position

Review GRC Policy Platform for 2009 Legislative year. 

LAC Policy Platform (2008 Policy Platform Priorities)
Redevelopment
1. Monitor development projects within the downtown and Corona region.

2. Monitor and review polices that balance private property rights with eminent domain and its impact on the overall community.

3. Support responsible and quality redevelopment of areas that are convincingly proven and documented as blighted and suffering from environmental decay that severely lags in economic vitality compared to the surrounding community.

4. Health and Safety Code Section 33031, describes the conditions in which many people live in our community are adequate and do not require reform. The citizens living in these conditions should have the expectation of a better life in terms of the physical environment and a more robust economic base in the community. 

5. The burdens of blight upon a community should not be a physical and economic liability for a city, with no prospect of improvement since private enterprise acting alone cannot reverse a City’s patterns of decay.

6. The health, safety and general welfare of an entire blighted community should receive more consideration than the private property rights of a small number of persons.

Annexation
7. Monitor community development goals and policies pertaining to how existing development is going to be maintained and enhanced and how new development will occur. 

8. Monitor land use options where lands are to be conserved and where growth will be targeted and specifies the types, densities, and design characteristics of uses to be permitted and a map depicting their distribution.

9. Monitor community design options that specifies strategies for the visual and environmental enhancement of the City's streetscapes and entries.

10. Monitor housing options that specify strategies for the provision of adequate housing for all City residents.

11. Monitor economic development strategies for business retention and attraction.

12. Monitor historical preservation processes for the preservation of the city's historic buildings, sites and landscapes within the city.

Transportation, Infrastructure and the Environment
13. Review and consider policies that addresses the movement of people and goods including autos, transit, bicycles, and other modes.

14. Review and consider policies that addresses the provision of public infrastructure including water, sewer, storm drainage, solid waste, electricity, natural gas, and telecommunications.

15. Review and consider policies that address the provision of services to meet resident needs including police, fire, library, schools, and health.

16. Review and consider policies that address the provision of parklands and recreation programs for the City's residents.

17. Support measures that improve drinking water, adequate water quality and supply, flood control, waterway and natural resource protections, water pollution and contamination controls, state and local park improvements, public access to natural resources, and water conservation efforts.
18. Review and consider reliable, stable, and competitively priced energy supplies for the Corona region and California’s businesses and consumers.

19. Review, consider and propose transportation improvement plans that relieve congestion on freeways, streets and roads, and ensure future mobility within the Corona region.

20. Review and consider policies that impact air quality standards and consider their effect on Corona’s regional business community.

Business Attraction and Retention
21. Encourage an adequate supply of appropriate housing to meet the needs of the Corona region and monitor its impact on the Corona business community.

22. Review and consider policies that ensure Corona maintains a reputation as an attractive prosperous location for business; to balance employment and housing needs with natural resource preservation; and to plan and construct the community infrastructure necessary to support current and future business needs.

Cost of Doing Business
23. Review and consider reform measures that solve the state budget’s continuing structural deficit that promotes real economic growth and job creation and its impact on the Corona business community.
 
24. Encourage cooperation among local/regional and state government agencies, and work to streamline and reduce unnecessary requirements of regulatory agencies.

25. Review and consider ways to privatize government services and public contracts while maintaining or improving standards.

26. Review and consider state and local tax changes and new tax categories affecting the Corona business community.

27. Support and promote when appropriate the preparation of cost/benefit analysis ensuring economic impacts are weighed before the imposition of regulatory statutes. 

28. Ensure that regulations on business are kept to a minimum and do not put Corona businesses at a competitive disadvantage.

29. Support local/regional and state programs that secure tax credits for targeted programs.

30. Consider and review policies that promote the outsourcing of essential public services by local/regional and state government agencies.

31. Consider and review legislation that promotes standards of corporate governance that guide boards of directors and corporate officers in managing their corporations in a competent, ethical manner.
 
32. Review and consider measures that reform the extraordinary costs of the state’s public pension system for the sake of the state’s overall fiscal health.

33. Oppose legislative proposals that might cause unwarranted and frivolous lawsuits on Corona businesses, consumers and taxpayers. 

Education and Outreach
34. Continue a working relationship with local, state and federal representatives.

35. Provide opportunities for businesses to increase their knowledge, understanding, and involvement with local, regional and statewide legislative processes.
 

Workforce Issues
36. Support measures that reform our state’s education and vocational systems which encourage workforce preparation.

37. Monitor, provide recommendations and review alternatives to any proposed state minimum wage increases and any local or state living wage ordinances. 

38. Monitor and provide recommendations to the workers’ compensation reform measures which impact costs to Corona businesses.

39. Support responsible health care policy proposals that do not put Corona businesses at a competitive disadvantage and result in increased availability of affordable health care coverage for employers and their employees.

