Legislative Action COMMITTEE

www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz/about.html

Corona Chamber of Commerce

904 East Sixth Street, Corona 92879

(951) 737-3350

2007 LAC RETREAT

Tuesday, September 25, 2007,  8:00am – 12:00pm

Presiding:    Cynthia Schneider, Chair

Call to Order and Roll Call








8:00am
1. Welcome










8:00am – 8:10am
Chair Schneider will present an overview on the state of the Chamber based on survey results from a recent Zoomerang survey.

2. 2006-2007 LAC Attendance Audit







8:10am – 8:15am
Chair Schneider will provide each LAC member with their attendance record.
3. 2007 Strategic Initiatives: Year in Review






8:15am – 8:45am
Chair Schneider will present a 2007 Year in Review based on the Chamber’s government affairs accomplishments that parallel the 2007 Strategic Initiatives to: Improve Communication with the Business Community, Increase Knowledge, Understanding, and Involvement with the Legislative Process, and Seek Opportunities to Form Coalitions with Community and Regional Organizations.

4. Focus Group Results Review








8:45am – 9:15am
Chair Schneider will present the results of the August 2007 focus groups and legislative portion of the recent Zoomerang survey as a preface to a discussion on the results.

5. Strengths and Weaknesses: What’s Working, What’s Not




9:15am – 10:00am
The LAC will break into brainstorming groups to determine their top 3 strengths and top 3 weaknesses of the Chamber’s legislative action program.
Cell Phone Break









10:00am – 10:15am

6. 2008 Strategic Initiatives








10:15am – 11:30am
Staff will lead a discussion to determine the top three policy priorities for 2008.  Working in  groups, LAC members will be asked to identify and communicate their specific top policy priorities for next year. Staff will document the responses. Once complete, staff will lead a discussion on each policy priority mentioned in order to expand for details. Once complete, each LAC member will be given three votes to use in determining the top three priorities for 2008. The three priorities with the most votes will become the 2008 Strategic Initiatives. Staff will return at the October LAC meeting with a plan of action relative to the 2008 Strategic Policy Priorities approved at the September retreat.

7. Action Plan Discussion









11:30am – 11:45pm
The LAC will discuss options and strategy in accomplishing the 2008 Strategic Initiatives.

8.  Leadership Discussion








11:45am – 12:00pm
Announcements / Adjourn / Lunch







12:00pm
2007 LAC RETREAT
Agenda Item 1
Legislative Action Committee

September 25, 2007

WELCOME

Background

Chair Schneider will present an overview presentation on the state of the Chamber based on survey results from a recent Zoomerang survey.
Zoomerang Survey 
The Corona Chamber contracted with the California Chamber to conduct a survey of the Corona Chamber. The following questions produced the following results:
Question 1:

Thinking about businesses in general in your community what would you say is the biggest challenge facing your business (check one)

Taxes
 
 


 
6
3%

Employment/Labor Force Issues
 

20
10%

Local regulations
 
 
 

13
6%

State regulations
 
 
 

13
6%

Economy
 
 
 

49
23%

Increase fuel costs
 
 
 
8
4%

Transportation/Traffic
 
 
 
28
13%

Profitability/Growth
 
 
 
38
18%

Increased Competition
 
 
 
18
9%

Other, Please Specify



17
8%

View Responses

Total
 
 
 


210
100%

Question 2:

What are the resources in your community that you turn to for help in meeting the challenges you face as a business person? (check all that apply)

Chamber of Commerce
 
 
 
141
66%

State agencies
 
 
 

32
15%

Small Business Development Center
 
28
13%

Industry-related organizations
 
 
74
35%

City Hall
 
 
 

46
22%

Consultants
 
 
 

40
19%

Peers/Other professionals
 
 

148
69%

None





4
2%

Question 3:

What value do you get from the Corona Chamber in comparison to your annual membership dues investment?
 



Value received is less than investment
 
 
 
30
14%

Value received is equal to investment
 
 
 
98
47%

Value received is twice the investment
 
 
 
33
16%

Value received is greater than twice the investment
 

47
23%

Total
 
 
 




208
100%

Question 4:

How relevant is the Corona Chamber to YOUR BUSINESS?
 



Not relevant at all 
 
3
1%

 
 
 
 
9
4%

 
 
 
 
17
8%

 
 
 
 
25
12%

 
 
 
 
35
17%

 
 
 
 
33
16%

 
 
 
 
40
19%

 
 
 
 
16
8%

Extremely relevant
 
34
16%

Total



212
100%

Question 5:

How beneficial do you feel the Corona Chamber is to the businesses in your area?
 



Not beneficial at all
 
1
0%

 
 
 
 
4
2%

 
 
 
 
10
5%

 
 
 
 
10
5%

 
 
 
 
16
8%

 
 
 
 
30
14%

 
 
 
 
53
25%

 
 
 
 
33
16%

Extremely beneficial 
 
52
25%

Total



209
100%

Question 6:

How beneficial do you feel the Corona Chamber is to your local community?
 



Not beneficial at all

1
0%

 
 
 
 
4
2%

 
 
 
 
4
2%

 
 
 
 
4
2%

 
 
 
 
15
7%

 
 
 
 
22
10%

 
 
 
 
52
25%

 
 
 
 
41
19%

Extremely beneficial
 
69
33%

Total



212
100%

Question 7:

Which of the following do you think should be the MAIN purpose of the Corona Chamber?
Promote the community
 
 
 



33
15%

Represent the interests of business with gov't
 


38
18%

Provide networking/referral opportunities
 



58
27%

Create a strong local economy
 
 
 


84
39%

Political Action such as passing ballot measures or getting candidates elected
 0
0%

Total








213
100%

Question 8:

Which of the following services offered by the Corona Chamber do you find most beneficial?

(check all that apply)
 



Labor Law (Human Resources) Seminars
 
  
30
14%

Networking opportunities
 
 

 
143
68%

Business Referrals to community
 
 
 
101
48%

US Chamber partnership
 
 
 

13
6%

Women’s Business Outreach
 
 
 
28
13%

Legislative Outreach
 
 
 

50
24%

Chamber Store
 
 
 


2
1%

Labor Law materials at a discount
 
 
 
10
5%

Certificate of Origin
 
 
 

5
2%

Legislative Action
 
 
 

57
27%

One on One Counseling (SCORE)
 
 
 
27
13%

Web Site
 
 
 


76
36%

Business Advocacy for business with government
 
64
31%

Monthly Chamber Magazine
 
 
 
117
56%

Small Business Outreach
 
 
 

54
26%

CPR & Safety Workshops
 
 
 

11
5%

Business Directory (Printed)
 
 
 
95
45%

Business Directory (On Line)
 
 
 
88
42%

Member to Member Discount Program
 
 
24
11%

Maps
 
 
 



25
12%

Economic Forecast Series
 
 
 

39
19%

Face 2 Face with elected officials
 
 
 
69
33%

Issue 2 Issue dealing with traffic, economy and government
61
29%

Other, Please Specify




6
3%

Question 9:

From the list below, please check all the events you have attended in the last 12 months. 

(check all that apply)

Quarterly Mega Mixer
 




129
65%

Business Expo
 
 
 



137
69%

State of City Address
 
 
 


78
39%

Quarterly Membership Luncheon
 
 
 

107
54%

Government and Transportation Luncheon
 
 

75
38%

Good Morning Corona (Monthly Networking Breakfast)
 
 139
70%

Grand Opening / Ribbon Cutting and Ground Breaking Ceremonies
107
54%

New Member Receptions
 
 
 


59
30%

Magic of Monte Carlo (Signature event)



 67
34%

Legislative Summit with California Chamber


 17
9%

Weekly Networking Luncheons (Corona Networking Solutions)
51
26%

Question 10:

The Corona Business Expo will be held on Thursday, September 20th. Do you plan to attend?

Yes
 
 
 
153
71%

No
 
 
 
28
13%

Not sure
 
 

31
14%

Need further information 

2
1%

Total



214
100%

Question 11:

How important is it to you that the Corona Chamber be involved in "creating a strong local economy?"
 



Not important at all
 
0
0%

 
 
 
 
2
1%

 
 
 
 
3
1%

 
 
 
 
1
0%

 
 
 
 
8
4%

 
 
 
 
15
7%

 
 
 
 
39
18%

 
 
 
 
43
20%

Extremely important
 
101
48%

Total
 
 
 
212
100%

Question 12:

How do you think the Chamber performs when it comes to "creating a strong economy?"
 



Very poorly
 
 
0
0%

 
 
 
 
3
1%

 
 
 
 
4
2%

 
 
 
 
5
2%

 
 
 
 
35
17%

 
 
 
 
41
20%

 
 
 
 
54
26%

 
 
 
 
31
15%

Extremely well
 
 
34
16%

Total
 
 
 
207
100%

Question 13:

How important is it to you that the Corona Chamber be involved in "promoting the community?"
 



Not important at all
  
0
0%

 
 
 
 
1
0%

 
 
 
 
2
1%

 
 
 
 
1
0%

 
 
 
 
6
3%

 
 
 
 
18
9%

 
 
 
 
44
21%

 
 
 
 
49
23%

Extremely important
  
88
42%

Total
 
 
 
209
100%

Question 14:

How do you think the Chamber performs when it comes to "promoting the community?"
 



Very poorly
 
  
1
0%

 
 
 
 
1
0%

 
 
 
 
3
1%

 
 
 
 
5
2%

 
 
 
 
16
8%

 
 
 
 
22
11%

 
 
 
 
46
22%

 
 
 
 
58
28%

Extremely well
 
  
57
27%

Total



209
100%

Question 15:

How important is it to you that the Corona Chamber "provide networking opportunities?"
 



Not Important At All
 
1
0%

 
 
 
 
1
0%

 
 
 
 
2
1%

 
 
 
 
3
1%

 
 
 
 
14
7%

 
 
 
 
12
6%

 
 
 
 
25
12%

 
 
 
 
47
22%

Extremely important
 
106
50%

Total
 
 
 
211
100%

Question 16:

How do you think the Chamber performs when it comes to "providing networking opportunities?"
 



Very Poorly
  
 
0
0%

 
 
 
 
1
0%

 
 
 
 
4
2%

 
 
 
 
2
1%

 
 
 
 
19
9%

 
 
 
 
13
6%

 
 
 
 
38
18%

 
 
 
 
49
24%

Extremely Well
 
 
82
39%

Total



208
100%

Question 17:

Using a scale from one to nine, where "one" means not a community leader at all, and "nine" means a strong community leader, how would you rate the CEO at your chamber?
 



Not a community leader at all
 
0
0%

 
 
 
 

0
0%

 
 
 
 

2
1%

 
 
 
 

2
1%

 
 
 
 

4
2%

 
 
 
 

4
2%

 
 
 
 

22
11%

 
 
 
 

39
19%

Very strong community leader
 
107
52%

Don't Know
 
 
 
26
13%

Total




206
100%

Question 18:

If a friend of yours was not a member of the Corona Chamber, would you recommend joining the chamber to your friend?
 


Definitely Not
 

0
0%

 
 
 
 
1
0%

 
 
 
 
7
3%

 
 
 
 
3
1%

 
 
 
 
9
4%

 
 
 
 
10
5%

 
 
 
 
13
6%

 
 
 
 
27
13%

 
 
 
 
19
9%

Definitely Yes


121
58%

Total



210
100%

Question 19:

How often do you visit the chamber's web site (www.coronachamber.org)
 



Daily
 

 
 
4
2%

Several times per week
 
  
17
8%

Weekly
 
 
 

32
15%

Several times per month
 

59
28%

Less than once per month
 

83
40%

I have never visited the web site

15
7%

Total




210
100%

Question 20:

Are you or anyone else in your business active in the Corona Chamber of Commerce?
 



Yes
 
 
 
154
74%

No
 
 
 
54
26%

Total



208
100%

Question 21:

How long have you been a member of the Corona Chamber?
 



Less than one year
 
 45
21%

One to two years
 

 41
20%

Three to five years
 
 56
27%

Six to ten years
 
 
 28
13%

More than ten years
 
 40
19%

Total
 
 
 
210
100%

Question 22:

What industry do you work in?
 



Agriculture
 
 

 
0
0%

Amusement & Entertainment
 

3
1%

Automotive
 
 
 

4
2%

Construction/Developers
 
 

10
5%

Financial
 
 
 

24
11%

Health Care
 
 
 

13
6%

Hotels & Motels
 
 
 

1
0%

Insurance & Real Estate
 
 
 
14
7%

Manufacturers & Processors
 
 
9
4%

Professional Services (attorney, CPA, Etc.)

21
10%

Public Utilities
 
 
 

3
1%

Publishers & Printers
 
 
 
7
3%

Radio & Television
 
 
 
3
1%

Restaurants, Cafes, Taverns
 
 
6
3%

Retail
 
 
 


15
7%

Wholesalers & Distributors
 
 
8
4%

Consumer Services
 
 
 
4
2%

Transportation
 
 
 

9
4%

Government
 
 
 

9
4%

Non-Profit Organization
 
 
 
13
6%

Individual/Retired
 
 
 
1
0%

Other
 
 
 


35
17%

Total
 
 
 


212
100%

Question 23:

How many employees does your company have? (2 part-time = 1 fulltime)
 



2 or less
 

 
 

66
32%

3 to 5 employees
 
 
 

44
21%

6 to 10 employees
 
 
 
28
13%

11 to 15 employees
 
 
 
4
2%

16 to 20 employees
 
 
 
6
3%

21 to 25 employees
 
 
 
5
2%

26 to 50 employees
 
 
 
13
6%

51 to 100 employees
 
 
 
10
5%

101 to 500 employees
 
 
 
16
8%

Over 500 employees
 
 
 
17
8%

Total





209
100%





Notes:
2007 LAC RETREAT
Agenda Item 2
Legislative Action Committee

September 25, 2007

2006-2007 LAC Attendance Audit
Background

Chair Schneider will provide each LAC member with their attendance record.

Notes:
2007 LAC RETREAT
Agenda Item 3
Legislative Action Committee

September 25, 2007
2007 Strategic Initiatives: Year In Review

Background

Chair Schneider will present a 2007 Year in Review based on the Chamber’s government affairs accomplishments that parallel the 2007 Strategic Initiatives to: Improve Communication with the Business Community, Increase Knowledge, Understanding, and Involvement with the Legislative Process, and Seek Opportunities to Form Coalitions with Community and Regional Organizations.

2007 Year in Review
The LAC acted on the following issues in 2007:

September 2007














Chamber Meets With Businesses to Determine Legislative Priorities

The Corona Chamber of Commerce is committed to being the proactive “voice of business” in Corona. The challenge involved in that commitment is one of being able to regularly speak with a sufficient number of businesses, about vital topics, to know what message we need to carry. To that end, the Chamber developed a discussion outline for, and hosted two separate Focus Groups in August. These two groups consisted of ten or more representatives of Corona businesses and their focus was to gain feedback on the Chamber’s legislative efforts. During a free flow discussion, moderated by a professional facilitator, participating business people identified strengths and weaknesses in the Chamber’s government affairs services. Feedback from Focus Group discussions will be used to develop the Chamber’s 2008 legislative priorities during a Strategic Planning session scheduled for September 25, 2007. 

Chamber Prepares For 2008 Propositions
 

The Corona Chamber of Commerce is reviewing available information and carefully considering its position on three propositions that have qualified for the February Primary and November General 2008 ballots.  These will be the first of what could be over 20 propositions on the ballot between February and November of next year.  The yardstick, as we consider pending propositions, is “How will each of the qualifying propositions impact our members’ ability to conduct business in Corona?” 

 

Transportation Funding This ballot measure prohibits funds earmarked for transportation to be used for anything other than transportation related issues after July 2008.  

 

Community Colleges Funding and Governance. This measure establishes, in the California State Constitution, a system of independent community college districts and a statewide Board of Governors which will oversee the community college system. 
  

High-Speed Passenger Train Bond. This new measure would create the Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act for the 21st Century. 
 

Each of these propositions has the potential for direct impact on Corona.  Transportation issues are the most significant as adequate funds are direly needed to relieve congestion and mitigate additional gridlock as developers move forward to complete approved developments.  Preliminary expectations are for a high-speed passenger train to divert a significant number of vehicles off congested highway systems and that the combination could provide some relief to one of the City’s most high-profile problems.  
Corona Chamber Continues to Oppose Healthcare Reform Proposals
 

Today, the Corona Chamber's Legislative Action Committee Chair Cynthia Schneider released the following statement on pending healthcare reforms in Sacramento:

 

"As you may or may not know, the Corona Chamber of Commerce Legislative Action Committee (LAC) provides a basis for the Corona Chamber to act on local, state and federal government issues and to have a good working relationship with its elected officials thus creating a favorable and profitable business climate.

Our legislators have less than two weeks remaining before the scheduled end of the legislative year in Sacramento. This is a critical time for us to act on legislation that will impact the business community. 


I want to share some information regarding a particular legislative bill, AB 8 (Nunez), which the Corona Chamber is opposing. AB 8 creates a government-run healthcare system for employees who don’t receive healthcare from their employers. Under AB 8, the new healthcare system will be financed almost exclusively by a 7.5% payroll tax on all employers who don’t spend a certain level of funding on employee health care. 

  

Furthermore, AB 8 will also allow an unelected volunteer board of bureaucrats the new right to increase the health care payroll tax as needed for costs. It is believed the payroll tax will have to be increased substantially, well beyond what most employers pay in health care costs today, without having a check and balance in place.

Please stand with us in opposing AB 8. On our website you can find a letter of opposition, along with the other various legislative bills we oppose. Together, we can make sure our voices are heard at the Capitol."

August 2007














Chamber Says “No” To Healthcare Tax

The Corona Chamber of Commerce opposes the Legislature’s proposal to fix California’s broken healthcare system. The Legislature’s proposal, AB 8, creates a government-run healthcare system for employees who do not receive healthcare from their employers. The proposed law attempts to fix our broken healthcare system almost exclusively by a payroll tax on all employers who do not spend a certain level of funding on employee healthcare. 
 

“Corona businesses provide healthcare coverage to thousands of workers and their dependents,” stated Bobby Spiegel, President and CEO of the Corona Chamber. “We support the goal of increasing healthcare coverage to more people by increasing insurance affordability - without undermining our economy. Unfortunately, AB 8 does not meet this goal,” continued Spiegel.

“Our elected officials are asking businesses to carry the load of fixing our healthcare crisis,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Corona Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee. “Our long-standing position on healthcare reform is clear: we oppose any mandated healthcare reform proposals that mandate that the entire financial burden be placed on business,” continued Schneider.

Early calculations indicate the new tax might not raise the required revenues needed to provide the benefits as indicated in the proposed new law. AB 8 imposes a new payroll tax of 7.5 percent on employers who do not currently spend that much on healthcare. Furthermore, an appointed volunteer board of bureaucrats would be given the right to increase the healthcare payroll tax, as needed, in order to cover any underestimated costs. 

A 7.5 percent tax on the payrolls of low-wage employers will not provide enough revenue to purchase the average HMO plans envisioned in the legislation; much more revenue will be needed. And since health care cost inflation grows more rapidly than payroll, even more taxes will be needed in the future as the gap between the costs of the new program and collected revenues only widens.

Furthermore, rather than seek to contain costs and address access through increased affordability, AB 8 simply imposes an illegal tax on employers who can’t afford to purchase health insurance. Labeling this new health care tax a “fee” that can be approved by a simple legislative majority violates the will of the people, who amended our state constitution to require a two-thirds vote for tax increases when they passed Proposition 13.

Corona Chamber Fights Effort to Increase Workers Compensation Costs

The Corona Chamber of Commerce continues to fight proposed legislation that would allow for workers’ compensation increases. A pending job killer in the State Legislature, SB 942, would create new requirements for employers when an injured employee returns to work. This would add to the costs of workers compensation, which California saw spiral out of control three years ago.
 

Current law protects employees from discrimination based on their workers’ compensation claims. SB 942 would create an assumption that an employer has discriminated against the employee if the employee was not returned to work with full pay and benefits within one day of the employee being released to full duty. 

SB 942 also changes the timeframe of which supplemental job displacement vouchers are distributed. SB 942 will revert the workers’ compensation system back to the days of high premiums and will ultimately have businesses pay for the out of control costs it mandates. This is the wrong direction for Corona businesses and employees.

Corona Chamber Supports Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act

The Corona Chamber supports H.R. 1108, a bill in the United States Congress that will help protect public health by allowing the Food & Drug Administration (FDA) to regulate tobacco products and advertisements.
 

“This bill will set new procedures for the tobacco industry which will increase consumer health. The Chamber views this bill as beneficial to all because it will require the tobacco industry to test its products, establish quality manufacturing practices, and inform consumers of product contents,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee.

Specifically, H.R. 1108 will allow the FDA to more effectively prevent advertising targeted at children. It will also assist in the prevention of tobacco sales to minors, and helping current smokers quit. Additionally, this bill is directed toward identifying and reducing the toxic constituents of cigarettes, regulating the tobacco industry’s claim about their “reduced risk” products, and preventing the tobacco industry from further misleading the public about the dangers of smoking.

“The support of H.R. 1108 by our congressional representatives is important and the Chamber will continue to educate them on impact this law will have on our community,” Schneider continued.

Corona Chamber Opposes Government Energy Regulation

The Corona Chamber opposes SB 412 (Simitian) which would not allow for a diversity of gas supply sources leading to higher cost of natural gas. The Chamber’s opposition to the potential law sends a message to the legislature that businesses throughout the Corona region will not stand for such regulation.
 

“Many of us in our region rely on natural gas. Southern California, in fact, leads the nation in the percentage of homes, businesses and electric power plants fueled by natural gas,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee.

“We believe natural gas is important to Southern California and believe more supply sources are needed and would benefit the region as a whole,” continued Schneider.

New supply sources will increase a gas on gas competition and would allow for lower prices for all customers. This will also enhance new supply resources and reduce the risk of a supply shortfall if something were to happen to an existing pipeline or supply basin. SB 412 would set up an unnecessarily long and laborious process during which the state’s residents and businesses would be deprived of access to the much needed natural gas supplies.

July 2007














Let Your Voice Be Heard on Issues Impacting Corona 

The Corona Chamber tracks pending laws in Sacramento that might impact the economic vitality of our region and state. Take action on these issues by submitting your letter today! 

June 2007














Corona Chamber Educates Business Community on Healthcare Reform Proposals

Yesterday, the Corona Chamber and the Corona Taxpayers Association co-hosted a regional Health Care Summit at California Baptist University educating the regional business community on the current healthcare reform proposals. Panelists also informed participants on how the growing healthcare burden will force new taxes on small businesses.

“We want our business community to know all the facts,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Corona Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee. “Most of the current healthcare reform proposals place much of the financial burden on employers with 10 or more employees.”

Most healthcare reform proposals impact less than 20% of businesses in the state. However, the Corona Chamber is concerned that elected officials in Sacramento are not doing enough to look at other options before they tax businesses to pay for healthcare reform. 

“The Corona Chamber is taking action to ask our elected officials and the Governor to streamline the healthcare bureaucracy to cut costs instead of taking more money from our wallets,” stated Bobby Spiegel, President and CEO of the Chamber. “We want our elected officials to know where we stand on this serious issue.”

In May 2007, the Corona Chamber traveled to Sacramento to educate elected officials on healthcare reform alternatives. The Chamber made it very clear that health care reform is priority number one and asked that members of the legislature stand strong on protecting the business community from the unfair burden of paying for healthcare reform.

The Chamber is also committed to offering reasonable solutions to the health care crisis. Mandating new taxes on business is not the best solution and elected officials need to know there are other ways we can cut health care costs. The Corona Chamber, working with Assemblymember Todd Spitzer to review state guidelines and practices in approving construction applications for health care facilities in our state. The Chamber is concerned that the fees associated with the review process are enormous and review times are protracted and prolonged. 

“It is costing hospitals millions of dollars in construction costs and sometimes additional years to get their projects approved,” stated Schneider. “Both the fees and the inordinately excessive review times drive up project costs, ultimately impacting a rise in health care costs for employees, employers, and patients. Streamlining hospital project timelines and costs is an important fix to our healthcare crisis,” continued Schneider.

June 2007














Corona Trip to Sacramento

Corona Chamber and the Corona Taxpayers Association Co-Host: The State of Healthcare “The Impact of Health Care Reform on Small Business”

The Corona Chamber and the Corona Taxpayers Association are co-hosting a Health Care Summit on June 7, 2007 to provide the community with current information on proposals to reform California's healthcare crisis.

 

The cost of health care and the rise in the number of uninsured has made it difficulty for many employers, especially small employers, to afford health care benefits for their employees. A recent study estimates the average California family pays about $1,186 a year in health insurance premiums to cover the uninsured.

 

Panel Discussion of the President’s Healthcare reform, the Governors Healthcare proposal, Democrat Sen. Don Perata’s Healthcare proposal, the Senate Republicans Healthcare proposal and the Assembly Republicans Healthcare proposal.

Keynote speaker will present: “How the growing healthcare burden will force new taxes on small businesses.”

Small Business Breakout Session will cover: “How will healthcare reform affect small 
businesses in California?”


Healthcare Access Breakout Session will review: “Do Inland Empire residents have access to adequate healthcare?”

May 2007














Corona Chamber Fights Effort to Increase Workers Compensation Costs

Corona Chamber-opposed SB 936 (Perata) increases employer costs by doubling permanent disability benefits in the California workers’ compensation system.

“The Corona Chamber believes that there is no statistically valid and objective evidence that warrants an increase in benefits,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Corona Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee (LAC). 

The drop in overall amounts spent on permanent disability benefits is due to the application of objective medical evaluations using American Medical Association guidelines, the appropriate use of apportionment, the reduction of benefit weeks for low ratings, and return-to-work adjustments. 

Prior to the reforms of 2004, the workers compensation system was out of control. It harmed employees by creating an adversarial system focused on litigation and disability instead of reasonable and appropriate medical treatment and return-to work, and it did so at incredible cost to employers. Workers' compensation premiums and system costs tripled from 1999 to 2003. Outside of the high cost of operating in California, skyrocketing workers’ compensation premiums had a negative impact on businesses and local governments to the point where expansion of the workforce came at a high price and public services suffered. 

According to the Public Policy Institute of California, one of the major reasons for skyrocketing costs was the increasing number of permanent disability claims. Before the implementation of SB 899 (Poochigian), permanent disability claims were filed at a rate of three times the national average, and California was 20 percent higher than the next highest state. A subjective system of work preclusions led to injured workers getting higher permanent disability rates, and litigation that preyed on this subjectivity compounded the situation.

Although there has been evidence of a drop in benefits, the Corona Chamber believes that California should take a data-driven approach to reviewing the available information before considering a permanent disability increase, let alone doubling benefits. Measuring the adequacy of permanent disability ratings under the current system by comparing them against the old system is irrational.

Premiums have come down, objectivity has been established, and a sense of balance has been returned to the California workers’ compensation system. California’s private and public employers stand ready to resolve any inequities that have resulted from recent reforms; however, the Corona Chamber believes that California cannot proceed on a path that will lead the state back to the days of skyrocketing premiums, adversarial litigation, and an unbalanced system.

May 2007














Corona Chamber Fights Effort to Increase Workers Compensation Costs 

Corona Chamber-opposed SB 936 (Perata) increases employer costs by doubling permanent disability benefits in the California workers’ compensation system. 


“The Corona Chamber believes that there is no statistically valid and objective evidence that warrants an increase in benefits,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Corona Chamber's Legislative Action Committee (LAC). 

The drop in overall amounts spent on permanent disability benefits is due to the application of objective medical evaluations using American Medical Association guidelines, the appropriate use of apportionment, the reduction of benefit weeks for low ratings, and return-to-work adjustments. 

Corona Chamber Urges Business Community to Take Action on Important Pending Laws
 
The Corona Chamber is committed to representing the interests of business with government. The Chamber’s advocacy Website, www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz, serves as the business community’s online resource and action center on issues impacting the economic vitality of the region. 

April 2007














Corona Chamber Leads Regional Effort to Reduce Health Care Costs
 
The Corona Chamber is working with Assembly member Todd Spitzer and a regional business advocacy coalition of the Temecula Valley, Murrieta and Lake Elsinore Valley Chambers of Commerce to offer solutions to our state’s health care crisis. The rising cost of health care in California is making it difficult for businesses, especially small business, to afford to offer health care benefits to employees and their dependents.  It is estimated that one out of every five Californians are without health insurance...  

 

“We are committed to offering reasonable solutions to the health care crisis,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Corona Chamber Legislative Action Committee. “Mandating new taxes on business is not the best solution. There are other ways we can cut health care costs,” Schneider continued.

 

The Corona Chamber is seeking the support of the Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) to review their guidelines and practices concerning plans and construction applications for health care facilities in California.  When a hospital construction project is submitted to OSHPD for approval, the plans and construction application is reviewed by OSHPD staff to ensure that both are complete. If it is determined that the plans and the construction application is complete, both enter into a queue for a subsequent array of reviews. After the reviews are complete, OSHPD will usually return the plans to the hospital architect, often requesting corrections. 

 

The corrected plans are then sent back into OSHPD for a “back-check.” If the plans are then deemed acceptable by OSHPD, the process is complete. If there are still problems with the plans, they are again sent back to the hospital’s architect for further corrections until OSHPD agrees that the plans meet the building code requirements.

 

The Corona Chamber is concerned that the fees associated with the review process are enormous and review times are protracted and prolonged. Both the fees and the inordinately excessive review times drive up project costs, ultimately impacting a rise in health care costs for employees and employers, and ultimately the patient. Furthermore, consumers are impacted by delays in hospital services caused by the excessive review times.

 

“The Chamber is committed to working with OSHPD to streamline project timelines and costs,” stated Bobby Spiegel, Corona Chamber President and CEO. “We look forward to working with OSHPD in the coming months on this important issue.”

March  2007














Chamber’s Position on Health Care Reform

The Corona Chamber finalized its position on the proposed health care reform package urging the Governor and the state legislature to find ways to balance the issue of costs.

“We want our elected officials to know where we stand on serious issues that impact our businesses,” stated Bobby Spiegel, Corona Chamber President and CEO. “Health care reform is priority number one. However, we all need to realize that the most important public policy hurdle at this point is figuring out who will pay for the reforms.”

The cost of health care and the rise in the number of uninsured has made it difficult for many employers, especially small employers, to afford health care benefits for their employees. A recent study estimates the average California family pays about $1,186 a year in health insurance premiums to cover the uninsured.

The state legislature will spent most of the spring and summer months debating the Governor’s and other health care reform proposals. The Chamber is committed to sharing its position on the health care crises during the debate.

The Corona Chamber of Commerce supports: 

- Policies that encourage continued medical discoveries and innovations that improve quality of care;
- Actions that preserve the current voluntary employer-provided health coverage system;
- Efforts to contain the costs of premiums;
- Conformity to federal law on health savings accounts;
- Legislation to allow employers to offer more affordable benefit plans that allow choices in coverage;
- Opportunities to gain efficiencies and optimal outcomes by coordinating the fragmented health care delivery systems;
- Policies that prevent cost shifting from government-provided programs to the private sector;
- Work to curb the expansion of litigation in the health care system;
- Wellness and disease management education programs;
- Cost containment; and,
- Current and future health care professionals continue to provide their professional services independent and with their local hospital.

The Corona Chamber of Commerce opposes:

- Proposals that stifle research and development, enact price controls, encourage counterfeit drugs and interfere in the ability of employers and health providers to negotiate for lower drug costs;
- Proposals to establish a government-run health care delivery system in California; and,
- Current employer mandates.

Corona Chamber Focuses on Three Strategic Public Policy Initiatives
 
The Corona Chamber of Commerce is communicating its advocacy priorities with the business community to make sure businesses know that the Chamber represents businesses interests with government.

 

“We want to make sure the business community in Corona knows the Chamber is their voice at city hall and in the state capitol,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee (LAC).  “We have a focused effort in 2007 and our business community will benefit from our work,” continued Schneider.

 
The Chamber is increasing its efforts by committing to three strategic initiatives in 2007: 
 
1. Improve Communication with the Business Community; 
 

2. Increase Knowledge, Understanding, and Involvement with the Legislative Process; and,
 

3. Seek Opportunities to Form Coalitions with Community and Regional Organizations. 
 
Improve Communication with the Business Community
 
The Corona Chamber launched its advocacy-based Web site in early 2006, www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz. The Chamber will add more web-based services in the coming months to increase the connection between the Chamber’s advocacy work and the business community. The Chamber will also host focus groups which will bring business leaders together to talk about issues and form action plans on public policy.
 
Increase Knowledge, Understanding, and Involvement with the Legislative Process
 
The Chamber is planning a lobbying trip to Sacramento to communicate to the legislature the public policy priorities of the Corona business community.  The Chamber also meets with legislators and their staff regularly on important public policy issues.

 

Seek Opportunities to Form Coalitions with Community and Regional Organizations
 
The Chamber is working with the Riverside County Transportation Commission and a regional coalition of the Temecula Valley, Murrieta and Lake Elsinore Valley Chambers of Commerce to secure funding for transportation projects throughout Riverside County. This unprecedented effort to form a coalition with other business organizations will strengthen the grassroots effort by the Corona Chamber to bring positive changes to the regions transportation needs.

 

“Our team of dedicated volunteer business leaders will continue to effectively impact change at the local and state levels,” stated Bobby Spiegel, Corona Chamber President and CEO. “The Corona Chamber board of directors is committed to this effort and looks forward to highlighting our results by years end.”

Corona Chamber Supports Election Reform


The Corona Chamber of Commerce supports efforts to make California elections more competitive by reforming the highly politicized process of drawing legislative and congressional districts.

 

“This will help to ensure that the business community can remain involved in the election process and support pro-business candidates,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Corona Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee.

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger introduced his plan earlier this year. The plan details include the following:

- Create a Citizens Redistricting Commission composed of 11 independent members, four from each of the state's two major political parties, with the three others being decline-to-state voters or voters with other political affiliations.

- Any redistricting plan must have at least one vote from each of the two major political parties and one from an independent or minor party.

- The commission would be selected by random drawing by the Fair Political Practices Commission from a pool of 55 candidates, nominated by a panel of 10 current or retired county registrars of voters or city election clerks.

- Anyone who has served as an elected official within the past five years, lobbyists or those with family ties to elected officials are not eligible to serve on the panel.

- If the constitutional amendment to create the redistricting commission is approved by a two-thirds majority of the Legislature, it would go before voters.

The Corona Chamber will work with the Governor’s office and the state legislature to ensure that the Corona business community is engaged in policy discussions in the coming months regarding redistricting reform proposals.

Corona Chamber Works to Secure $195 Million in Transportation Funding
 
The Corona Chamber of Commerce, partnering with the Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC) and other regional business organizations called upon the Corona business community this week to urge state officials to help secure transportation funding for the region.

 

The California Transportation Commission (CTC), awarded $195 million dollars of Proposition 1B funding to Riverside County.  Specifically, Riverside County was awarded $157 million to cover the cost of five miles of carpool lanes on Highway 91 and $38 million to widen Interstate 215 between I-15 and Scott Road. The CTC is responsible for the allocation of funds from Proposition 1B.

 

Corona businesses wrote letters to the CTC urging them to follow their staff recommendations that included funding for a portion of State Route 91 and to consider the possibility of allocating additional funding for more projects within Riverside County.

 

“The Corona Chamber of Commerce is being proactive on an issue that impacts all businesses within this region,” stated Bobby Spiegel, President and CEO of the Corona Chamber. “It is important that the city of Corona and surrounding communities get their fare share of funds to improve our transportation nightmare.” Spiegel continued.

 

The Corona Chamber collected letters via its advocacy website, www.CoronaAdvocacy.biz over a 24 hour period and hand delivered the letters to the California Transportation Commission board members.  

 

“This extremely successful letter writing campaign, in such a short amount of time, proves our business community is serious about the Chamber’s role representing their interests with government,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Corona Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee.
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Taking Action on Proposition 1B: Riverside County’s Fair Share 

 

Last week, the California Transportation Commission (CTC) considered how to best spend the funds approved by voters in the November 2006 election from Proposition 1B. 

Riverside County requested $951 million of Proposition 1B funds for transportation projects and was awarded less than one-tenth of that request. The CTC will make its final decision on these funding allocations on Wednesday, February 28, 2007.

Corona Chamber Sets Aggressive Legislative Agenda for 2007
 

Each year, the Corona Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee (LAC) develops the Chamber’s legislative priorities. Each of the priorities serve as the foundation for the Corona Chamber’s continuing effort to improve the Corona and regional business climate.  “The Corona Chamber represents the interests of Corona businesses with government,” stated Bobby Spiegel, President and CEO of the Corona Chamber. “Our policy platform is how we plan to protect the economic vitality of our city and region,” Spiegel continued.

 

The LAC also uses the policy platform as a guide when reviewing and considering the Chamber’s positions on local, regional, state, and federal issues. “We look forward to a very active 2007,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Chamber’s LAC. “When we consider the many issues impacting Corona we will remain committed to increasing our communication with the business community on important policy issues, increasing their understanding, and involvement with the legislative process, and seeking opportunities to form coalitions with community and regional organizations,” continued Schneider. 

 

At the January 2007 the LAC and the Chamber’s Board of Directors approved the 2007 policy platform under seven policy priority areas listed and defined below.

 

2007 Policy Platform Priorities
 

1. Redevelopment;

2. Transportation, Infrastructure and the Environment;

3. Cost of Doing Business;

4. Business Attraction and Retention

5. Annexation;

6. Education and Outreach, and;

7. Workforce Issues.

 

January 2007














Governor’s Health Care Reform Proposal to Impact Corona Businesses
 

The Governor unveiled his proposal to reform California’s broken health care system.  The plan calls for massive changes that would require all Californians to obtain medical insurance. The plan also outlines a significant impact on the business community. His plan will be debated in the state legislature over the coming months. “Everyone in California must have health insurance, if you can’t afford it, the state will help you buy it, but you must be insured,” Governor Schwarzenegger said.  

 

“The Corona Chamber has concerns about the Governor’s proposal,” stated Bobby Spiegel, President and CEO of the Corona Chamber. “Specifically, we are concerned about the expectation for our businesses to pay for mandatory health care resulting in negative impacts on Corona’s economic competitiveness. We are also concerned that the new costs mandated by this plan will far outstrip our businesses resources,” Spiegel continued.

 

The Corona Chamber is committed to holding the Governor accountable to his promise during his re-election campaign to not raise taxes.

 

“At this point in time we reserve our right to review the Governor’s health care reform package and we will announce our position once we review and debate his proposal,” stated Cynthia Schneider, Chair of the Corona Chamber’s Legislative Action Committee

 

The details of the Governor’s plan are outlined below.

 

Individuals: Requires all Californians to have health insurance or face unspecified tax penalties. The minimum health insurance benefit is a $5,000 deductible plan with maximum out-of-pocket limits of $7,500 per person or $10,000 per family. 

 

Businesses: Requires businesses with 10 or more employees that don't provide health insurance to pay a 4 percent payroll tax to a fund that will help provide low-cost policies.

 

Doctors, hospitals: Requires doctors to pay a 2 percent fee and hospitals a 4 percent fee on revenues. Increases the reimbursement rates the state pays to hospitals and physicians for serving Medi-Cal patients by about $4 billion.

 

Insurers: Requires health insurance plans to cover all individuals, with limits on how much they can charge based on their age and where they live. Currently, health plans can refuse individual coverage to those with illnesses. 

 

Patient care: Requires insurers and hospitals to spend 85 percent of their premium dollars on patient care. 

 

Children, families: Covers all children by expanding Healthy Families and Medi-Cal programs and requiring parents to buy coverage. This would include illegal immigrants. 

 

Adults: Expands Medi-Cal to cover low-income adults who don't have children. 

 
Health accounts: Requires employers to establish plans so their workers can contribute pre-tax dollars to health insurance. Changes state tax laws to allow pre-state tax contributions to Health Savings Accounts.

The LAC acted on the follow state legislation in 2007:









	AB 8

	AUTHOR:
	Nunez (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Health Care


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Creates the Cooperative Health Insurance Purchasing Program as a statewide purchasing pool for health care coverage by employers. Requires employers to make health care expenditures equivalent to 7.5% at a minimum of the employer's total social security wages or, to elect to pay an employer fee of that equivalent amount. Expands the program to children eligible for Healthy Families and persons eligible for Medi-Cal. Requires guaranteed issue of individual health insurance and small employer coverage.


	 

		
	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/19/2007


	

	


	AB 39

	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Undocumented Criminal Aliens


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires the Secretary of the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation to demand in writing that the United State Attorney General take federal custody of any undocumented criminal alien incarcerated in California's correctional system and, if the federal government does not comply with the demand, then the secretary shall annually bill the federal government for the costs of incarcerating undocumented criminal aliens.


	 

		
	 

	Position:
	Support 03/20/2007


	

	


	AB 266

AUTHOR:
Calderon C (D)

 

TITLE:
Tribal Gaming: Compact Ratification

 

SUMMARY:
 

Ratifies an amendment to a tribal-state gaming compact entered into between the State and the Morongo Band of Mission Indians, executed on August 29, 2006. Requires that revenue contributions be deposited into the General Fund. Specifies that, in deference to tribal sovereignty, certain actions may not be deemed projects for purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act.

 

 

Position:
Support 04/17/2007


	


	AB 291

	AUTHOR:
	Jeffries (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	State Highway Route 74: Relinquishment


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Authorizes the Transportation Commission to relinquish a portion of State Highway Route 74 in the City of Lake Elsinore in Riverside County to that city under certain conditions.


	 

		
	 

	Position:
	Support 03/20/2007


	

	


	AB 338

	AUTHOR:
	Coto (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation: Temporary Disability


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to the Workers' Compensation Law that prohibits aggregate disability payments for a single injury occurring on or after a specified date, causing temporary disability from extending for more than 104 compensable weeks within a period of 2 years from the date of commencement of payment. Increases, for a single injury occurring on or after a specified date, to five years from the date of injury, the period of time during which an employee can receive aggregate disability payments.


	 

		
	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/19/2007


	

	


	AB 401

AUTHOR:
Benoit (R)

 

TITLE:
Traffic Congestion Relief Program

 

SUMMARY:
 

Authorizes the Governor to declare a transportation infrastructure emergency to relieve traffic congestion on any specific highway or segment of a highway for which the department has determined that the average daily vehicle hours of delay exceeds a certain amount. Provides for the Governor to direct the Department of Transportation to immediately create and implement an expedited process and establish deadlines for the construction of new highways or additional lanes on existing highways.

 

 

Position:
Support 03/20/2007


	


	AB 437

AUTHOR:
Jones (D)

 

TITLE:
Employment Discrimination

 

LOCATION:
Assembly Inactive File

 

SUMMARY:
 

Specifies that when a cause of action for unlawful discrimination or unlawful employment practice with respect to compensation accrues for determining whether a complaint was filed within statutory guidelines.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 08/21/2007


	


	AB 493

AUTHOR:
Ruskin (D)

 

TITLE:
Motor Vehicle Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Incentives

 

SUMMARY:
 

Requires the State Air Resources Board to create and implement a clean vehicle incentive program meeting specified requirements, that would provide rebates to, and require surcharges from, purchasers of new motor vehicles based on the vehicle's greenhouse gas emissions to mitigate against emissions of greenhouse gases from motor vehicles. Creates the Clean Vehicle Incentive Account to be administered by the state board.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 05/15/2007


	


	AB 504

AUTHOR:
Swanson (D)

 

TITLE:
Lockouts

 

SUMMARY:
 

Requires employers, other than the state and its political subdivisions that are convicted of a crime involving fraud, misrepresentation, or misconduct related to a lockout to make restitution to employees for lost wages and benefits.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 06/19/2007


	


	AB 510

AUTHOR:
Benoit (R)

 

TITLE:
Employment: Working Hours

 

SUMMARY:
 

Permits an individual nonexempt employee to request an employee-selected flexible work schedule providing for workdays up to 10 hours per day within a 40 hour workweek. Allows an employer to implement this schedule without any obligation to pay overtime compensation.

 

 

Position:
Support 03/20/2007


	


	AB 512

AUTHOR:
Lieber (D)

 

TITLE:
Contracts: Translation

 

SUMMARY:
 

Relates to existing law that requires a trade or business that negotiates specified contracts or agreements primarily in specified languages to deliver to the other party a translation thereof in the applicable foreign language and provides the provisions apply to the Industrial Loan Law and the Finance Lenders Law. Applies these provisions to the Residential Mortgage Lending Act. Requires supervised financial organizations making real property secured loans to provide, in a certain form, translations.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 05/15/2007


	


	AB 613

AUTHOR:
Tran (R)

 

TITLE:
Workplace Postings

 

SUMMARY:
 

Requires that workplace postings and notices be written in plain language so that employers and employees can easily understand them. Requires the Division of Labor Standards Enforcement to convene a working group to review and recommend revisions to all employment-related postings required in California workplaces.

 

 

Position:
Support 03/20/2007


	


	AB 644

AUTHOR:
Dymally (D)

 

TITLE:
Workers' Compensation: Medical Treatment Utilization

 

SUMMARY:
 

Relates to workers' compensation medical treatment. Requires any physician who conducts an evaluation of medical treatment to hold an identical type of license as that of the physician requesting the treatment. Requires the utilization review process to be conducted as a peer-to-peer evaluation process directed toward an evaluation of the medical treatment requested by the physician treating an injured worker, and not to an examination of the specialty of physician requesting the treatment.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 03/20/2007


	


	AB 657

AUTHOR:
Jeffries (R)

 

TITLE:
Greenhouse Gas Emissions

 

LOCATION:
ASSEMBLY

 

SUMMARY:
 

Relates to existing law which designates the State Air Resources Board as the agency charged with monitoring and regulating sources of emissions of greenhouse gases that cause global warming.

 

 

Position:
Watch 03/20/2007


	


	AB 904

AUTHOR:
Feuer (D)

 

TITLE:
Recycling: Food Containers

 

LOCATION:
Assembly Inactive File

 

SUMMARY:
 

Enacts the Plastic and Marine Debris Reduction, Recycling, and Composing Act. Prohibits a take-out food provider from distributing single use food service packaging to a consumer, unless that packaging is either compostable packaging or recyclable packaging. Prohibits a take-out food provider from distributing single use food service packaging to packaging is also recovered for composting at a specified rate statewide or in the city or the unincorporated area of the county. Imposes a civil penalty.

 

 

NOTES:
Bill Failed

 

Commentary:
 

Cal Chamber 2007 "Job Killers"

 

Position:
Oppose 06/19/2007


	


	AB 957

AUTHOR:
Spitzer (R)

 

TITLE:
State Property: Transportation Records

 

SUMMARY:
 

Amends existing law which requires the Department of Transportation to furnish to the Department of General Services an updated record of each parcel of real property that it possesses to include in that record, among other information, the parcels location, size, purchase price, and description of current use. Deletes the exclusion for airspace, excess lands, and properties acquired for highway projects from this recording requirement.

 

 

Position:
Support 04/17/2007


	


	AB 1003

AUTHOR:
Jeffries (R)

 

TITLE:
Department of Transportation: Engineering Services

 

SUMMARY:
 

Authorizes transportation agencies and cities within counties that have in place a voter-approved transportation sales tax program to contract with the Department of Transportation for specified dedicated engineering and consulting services.

 

 

Position:
Watch 03/20/2007


	


	AB 1065

AUTHOR:
Lieber (D)

 

TITLE:
Public Resources: Building Standards

 

SUMMARY:
 

Requires the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission to adopt standards that would reduce energy consumption per gross square foot of floor space of new residential and new nonresidential buildings, from offsite sources, on a specified schedule. Requires the commission to review or approve one or more computer programs for use in demonstrating compliance with these standards and to prescribe requirements for compliance software and to review and approve such software.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 06/19/2007


	


	AB 1073

AUTHOR:
Nava (D)

 

TITLE:
Workers' Compensation

 

SUMMARY:
 

Relates to workers' compensation system. Prohibits the limit on the number of chiropractic, occupational therapy, and physical therapy visits from applying to visits for post surgical physical medicine and post surgical rehabilitative services.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 04/17/2007


	


	AB 1117

AUTHOR:
Benoit (R)

 

TITLE:
Local Government: County Services Areas

 

SUMMARY:
 

Amends existing law that authorizes a county services area with San Bernardino County to provide open-space and habitat conservation services. Extends the authorization to Riverside County.

 

 

Position:
Support 04/17/2007


	


	AB 1131

	AUTHOR:
	Jeffries (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Joint Powers Agreements: Joint Powers Agencies


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires the agreement for a joint powers agency that is authorized to levy a general or special tax, exorcise eminent domain, or make a change to, or enact a regulation restricting land uses to require that at least one member of the joint powers agency directly represent any affected land owner.


	 

		
	 

	Position:
	Support 04/17/2007


	

	


	AB 1240

AUTHOR:
Benoit (R)

 

TITLE:
Riverside County Transportation Commission

 

SUMMARY:
 

Authorizes the Riverside County Transportation Commission to enter into those design-build contracts for the purpose of constructing commuter rail lines and would designate that commission as a transit operator for those purposes.

 

 

Position:
Support 04/17/2007


	


	AB 1277

AUTHOR:
Benoit (R)

 

TITLE:
Corporate Tax: Combined Reporting

 

SUMMARY:
 

Amends the Corporation Tax Law. Clarifies that the dividend elimination is allowed regardless of whether the payer or payee are taxpayer members of a combined unitary group return, or whether the payer or payee had previously filed state tax returns, as long as the payer and payee file as members of a comparable unitary business outside the state when earnings and profits from which the dividends were paid arose. Specifies that dividend elimination provisions apply to dividends paid out of specified income.

 

 

Position:
Support 05/15/2007


	


	AB 1285

AUTHOR:
Parra (D)

 

TITLE:
Taxation: Credits: Research and Development

 

SUMMARY:
 

Relates to credits against the Personal Income Tax and Corporation Income Tax laws for increasing research expenses to provide complete conformity to the research credit and the alternative incremental credit allowed by federal income tax laws for only the amount paid or incurred by a taxpayer in connection with the qualified research to develop technologies that will reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

 

 

Position:
Support 05/15/2007


	


	AB 1293

AUTHOR:
Benoit (R)

 

TITLE:
Workers' Compensation: Liquidation Estate

 

SUMMARY:
 

Requires the liquidation estate of Fremont Indemnity Company to forward to specified school district employees a lump sum not to exceed $8 million for the express purpose of covering those claims already paid by the school district employers, as well as those liabilities incurred and to be incurred, for any self-insured retention transferred to Fremont Indemnity Company prior to January 1, 2000.

 

 

Position:
Support 05/15/2007


	


	AB 1295

AUTHOR:
Spitzer (R)

 

TITLE:
Tolls: Orange and Riverside Counties

 

LOCATION:
Assembly Appropriations Committee

 

SUMMARY:
 

Authorizes the Orange County Transportation Authority to eliminate its right, interests and obligations in the Riverside County portion of State Highway Route 90 toll land. Authorizes the Riverside County Transportation Commission to impose tolls for 50 years on its portion of State Highway Route 91 for operating expenses of the toll lane. Authorizes the issuance of bonds for transportation facilities within a specified corridor. Relates to the construction of a toll lane on State Highway Route 15.

 

 

Position:
Support 04/17/2007


	


	AB 1341

AUTHOR:
Benoit (R)

 

TITLE:
Workers' Compensation: Temporary Disability

 

LOCATION:
Assembly Insurance Committee

 

SUMMARY:
 

Relates to existing law regarding workers' compensation temporary disability that prohibits aggregate disability payments for a single injury occurring on or after a specified date, causing temporary disability, from extending for more than a specified period. Increases, for a single injury occurring on or after a specified date, the period of time during which an employee can receive aggregate disability payments.

 

 

Position:
Support 05/15/2007


	


	AB 1364

AUTHOR:
Benoit (R)

 

TITLE:
Workers' Compensation

 

LOCATION:
Chaptered

 

SUMMARY:
 

Provides if the workers' compensation insurer provides a required deposit in order to business in the state is domiciled in a state where the state law provides that with respect to claims, the deductible amount paid by a guarantee association after the entry of an order of liquidation under large deductible policies, any part of the reimbursement proceeds are general assets of the estate, then the amount of the insurer's deposit shall be calculated based on the a specified formula.

 

 

Position:
Support 05/15/2007


	


	AB 1478

AUTHOR:
Jeffries (R)

 

TITLE:
Property Tax Losses Reserve Fund: Limits

 

SUMMARY:
 

Amends existing law that authorizes counties to adopt an alternative method for the distribution of secured roll property tax levies. Requires counties to maintain the amount of the total delinquent secured taxes and assessments in the tax losses reserve fund at not less than 25% and allows counties to credit moneys to the county general fund where the reserve fund exceeds a percentage of the total delinquent secured taxes and assessments. Reduces the 25% limitation to 3%.

 

 

Position:
Support 05/15/2007


	


	AB 1554

AUTHOR:
Jones (D)

 

TITLE:
Health Care Coverage: Rate Approval

 

SUMMARY:
 

Requires approval by the Department of Managed Health Care or Insurance Department of an increase in the amount of the premium, co-payment, coinsurance obligation, deductible, and other changes under a health care service plan or disability insurance policy. Requires the plan or insurer to submit an application for a rate increase. Requires each department to notify the public of a rate application and provides application approval procedures.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 06/19/2007


	


	AB 1636

AUTHOR:
Mendoza (D)

 

TITLE:
Workers' Compensation: Supplemental Job Benefits

 

SUMMARY:
 

Relates to workers' compensation supplemental job displacement benefits in the form of an education-related retraining or skill enhancement. Requires the voucher for such retraining to become permanent under certain conditions. Requires the employer to increase the voucher amount if the disability percentage increases or to reissue the voucher in a lower amount, the disability percentage decreases. Provides no liability for such benefits if the employer offers modified work under specified conditions.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 05/15/2007


	


	AJR 14

AUTHOR:
Jeffries (R)

 

TITLE:
Customs Duties and Importation Revenues

 

SUMMARY:
 

Memorializes the President and Congress to enact legislation that will ensure that a substantial increment of new revenues derived from customs duties and importation fees be dedicated to mitigating the economic, mobility, security, and environmental impacts of trade in this state and in other trade-affected states.

 

 

Position:
Support 05/15/2007


	


	SB 24

AUTHOR:
Torlakson (D)

 

TITLE:
Tobacco Product Environmental Smoke: Fee

 

SUMMARY:
 

Enacts the Cigarette and Tobacco Products Emissions Act. Requires the Department of Public Health to assess a fee, administered and collected by the State Board of Equalization, on consumers of cigars and cigarettes to mitigate the harmful effects caused by environmental tobacco smoke. Establishes the Cigarette and Tobacco Products Emissions Fund into which the fees would be the deposited. Provides funding for tobacco-related health programs. Excludes the fee from taxation.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 05/15/2007


	


	SB 48

AUTHOR:
Alquist (D)

 

TITLE:
Community Development: Healthy Food Choices

 

SUMMARY:
 

Requires the Department of Health Services to establish the Health Food Retail Innovations Fund to provide residents of underserved communities with retail food markets that would offer high quality fruit, vegetables and other healthy foods and encourage retail innovation. Requires the department to provide grants and loans for land acquisition, business plan development, feasibility studies, refrigeration units, outside technical assistance and other startup costs.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 06/19/2007


	


	SB 55

AUTHOR:
Florez (D)

 

TITLE:
Water Quality: Sewage Sludge

 

SUMMARY:
 

Relates to water quality and sewer sludge. Prohibits the treatment or land application of specified sewage sludge in violation of federal regulations. Requires a supplier of sludge to submit samples to a certified laboratory for testing. Relates to polluting chemicals including agricultural, industrial, personal care products and pharmaceuticals that may act as endocrine disrupters. Relates to pathogens.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 05/15/2007


	


	SB 59

AUTHOR:
Cogdill (R)

 

TITLE:
Reliable Water Supply Bond Act of 2008

 

SUMMARY:
 

Enacts the Reliable Water Supply Bond Act, which, if approved by the voters, would authorize, for purposes of financing a water supply program, the issuance of bonds. Requires the Secretary of State to submit the bond act to the voter.

 

 

Position:
Support 05/15/2007


	


	SB 140

AUTHOR:
Kehoe (D)

 

TITLE:
Fuels: Renewable Diesel Fuel

 

SUMMARY:
 

Requires at least 2% of the total volume of diesel fuel sold or offered for sale in the state for use in internal combustion engines to be a percentage of renewable diesel fuel no later than one year after a specified finding is made by the state Air Resources Board, and, no later than 2 years after the implementation of standard. Requires a percentage of the total volume of diesel fuel sold or offered for sale in the state and used for internal combustion engines by renewable diesel fuel.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 05/15/2007


	


	SB 180

AUTHOR:
Migden (D)

 

TITLE:
Labor Representatives: Elections

 

SUMMARY:
 

Permits agricultural employees, as an alternative procedure, to select their labor representatives by submitting a petition to the Labor Board accompanied by representation cards signed by a majority of the bargaining unit. Requires the board to conduct an immediate investigation to determine whether to certify the organization as the exclusive representative. Extends the existing prohibitions and penalties to employers who engage in unfair labor practices with regard to a majority sign up election.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 06/19/2007


	


	SB 201

AUTHOR:
Florez (D)

 

TITLE:
Leafy Green Vegetable Crop Safety

 

SUMMARY:
 

Describes practices that shall not be engaged in by growers, handlers, shippers, or processors of leafy green vegetables including using uncomposed, incompletely composed, or nonthermally treated manure as a fertilizer or soil amendment in fields, maintaining toilet facilities or other receptacles for human excreta in fields, using irrigation water that exceeds acceptable contamination levels, or selling, or putting into the distribution chain any such vegetable that exceeds acceptable contamination level.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 06/19/2007


	


	SB 210

AUTHOR:
Kehoe (D)

 

TITLE:
Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Fuel Standard

 

SUMMARY:
 

Requires the State Air Resources Board to adopt, implement, and enforce, a low-carbon fuel standard by regulation that achieves the maximum technologically feasible and cost-effective reductions in carbon intensity of transportation fuels, and at least a 10% reduction in, the carbon intensity of transportation fuels. Provides the standard would apply to refiners, blenders, producers, and importers of such fuels. Requires the development of related environmental reports requirements.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 05/15/2007


	


	


	SB 375

AUTHOR:
Steinberg (D)

 

TITLE:
Transportation Planning: Travel Models: Reviews

 

SUMMARY:
 

Relates to guidelines for travel demand guidelines used in regional transportation plans, the requirement a regional transportation plan include a sustainable community strategy designed to achieve goals for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, an environmental document under the Environmental Quality Act that examines specific impacts of a transportation project located in a local jurisdiction that has amended its general plan and the legislative body finds the project meets specified criteria.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 06/19/2007


	


	SB 412

AUTHOR:
Simitian (D)

 

TITLE:
State Energy Resources Conservation & Dev. Commission

 

SUMMARY:
 

Enacts the Liquified Natural Gas Market Assessment Act. Requires the Energy Commission to adopt the Liquefied Natural Gas Market Assessment Report that would incorporate into the integrated energy policy of 2007 and would contain specified information. Requires an onshore or offshore liquefied natural gas terminal project applicant to include in the application evidence that it has consulted with the federal Department of Defense. Requires a related environmental impact report contain specified information.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 07/17/2007


	


	SB 423

AUTHOR:
Harman (R)

 

TITLE:
Exemplary Damages

 

SUMMARY:
 

Amends existing law which authorizes a plaintiff to recover exemplary damages in an action for the breach of an obligation not arising from contract if it is proven by clear and convincing evidence that the defendant has been guilty of oppression, fraud, or malice. Limits the amount of exemplary damages that are available pursuant to the provision described above to 3 times the amount of compensatory damages.

 

 

Position:
Support 03/20/2007


	


	SB 466

AUTHOR:
Steinberg (D)

 

TITLE:
Forest Resources

 

SUMMARY:
 

Authorizes the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection to hire staff to provide scientific and legal services, either as employees or contractors. Amends the Z'berg-Nejedly Forest Practice Act. Specifies that manner by which the environmental effects, including climate changes, of forestland and timberland conversions, may be mitigated. Prohibits timber operations unless a timber harvesting plan has been approved. Provides for a watershed-based timber harvesting plan to reduce landowner compliance costs.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 06/19/2007


	


	SB 494

AUTHOR:
Kehoe (D)

 

TITLE:
Vehicular Air Pollution Control: Clean Alternative

 

SUMMARY:
 

Relates to vehicular air pollution control. Requires the Air Resources Board to develop and adopt regulations that will ensure that an unspecified percentage of new passenger vehicles and light-duty trucks sold in the state each year are clean alternative vehicles, and that commencing by a specified date, a percentage of new passenger vehicles and light-duty trucks sold in the state each year are clean alternative vehicles.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 05/15/2007


	


	SB 549

AUTHOR:
Corbett (D)

 

TITLE:
Employees Right to Bereavement Leave

 

SUMMARY:
 

Relates to existing law that provides employees with the right to take time off work without discharge or discrimination for a number of reasons. Adds the right to inquire about, request, or take time off for bereavement leave. Provides for state employees, if this leave conflicts with a memorandum of understanding, the terms of the memorandum would be controlling.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 08/21/2007


	


	SB 622

AUTHOR:
Padilla (D)

 

TITLE:
Employment: Misclassification of Employees

 

SUMMARY:
 

Prohibits willful misclassification of employees as independent contractors to avoid existing law which relates to minimum wages, overtime compensation and standards for working conditions for the protection of employees applicable to an employment relationship. Authorizes the Labor and Workforce Development Agency to assess specified civil penalties from persons or employers for violations.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 07/17/2007


	


	SB 670

AUTHOR:
Correa (D)

 

TITLE:
Real Property: Transfer Fees

 

SUMMARY:
 

Voids any covenant, restriction, or condition contained in any deed, contract, security instrument, or other instrument that contains a requirement that a transferee pay a fee upon transfer of real property with exemptions. Requires the application for a public report in connection with subdivided lands to state whether the property offered for sale or lease is subject to a fee. After a specified date permits the imposition of a fee on the transfer of subdivided real property under some circumstances.

 

 

Position:
Watch 05/15/2007


	


	SB 747

AUTHOR:
Corbett (D)

 

TITLE:
Disabled Person: Equal Access Rights

 

SUMMARY:
 

Expresses the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that will promote increased compliance by business with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, state laws that govern access to public facilities, and federal and state regulations adopted pursuant to those laws, through education and certification programs, with the complementary goal of reducing litigation that seeks attorney's fees and damages without facilitating compliance with those laws.

 

 

Position:
Support 05/15/2007


	


	SB 831

AUTHOR:
Lowenthal (D)

 

TITLE:
Billing: Mobile Telephony Service

 

SUMMARY:
 

Authorizes a subscriber to present a billing entity with evidence to rebut any prima facie evidence that a direct dialed telecommunications service was authorized, including evidence that a call was dialed using a lost or stolen device. Requires an entity that provides a telecommunications bill to include a statement of these rights. Requires providers of mobile telephony service to extend to new customers a grace period during which the customer may rescind the agreement, without cost or penalty.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 05/15/2007


	


	SB 840

AUTHOR:
Kuehl (D)

 

TITLE:
Single-Payer Health Care Coverage

 

SUMMARY:
 

Establishes the State Healthcare System. Makes all state residents eligible for specified health care benefits under the system, which would, on a single-payer basis, negotiate for or set fees for health care services provided through the system and pay claims for those services. Provides an income eligibility factor. Creates the Healthcare Policy Board to establish policy on medical issues and various other matters relating to the system. Provides certain insurance fraud laws to providers under the system.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 07/17/2007


	


	SB 899

AUTHOR:
Simitian (D)

 

TITLE:
Toxic Packaging Materials

 

SUMMARY:
 

Enacts the Toxic Free Oceans Act of 2007. Prohibits a person from manufacturing, processing, or distributing in commerce plastic packaging containing toxic materials.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 06/19/2007


	


	SB 936

AUTHOR:
Perata (D)

 

TITLE:
Workers' Compensation: Permanent Disability

 

SUMMARY:
 

Relates to existing law that creates the Workers' Compensation System and requires the payment of disability benefits to eligible individuals for injuries sustained in the course of employment that cause permanent disability, and specifies that the amount of those payments be computed in accordance with a prescribed formula. Revises the formula for computing those payments for injuries causing permanent disability, which occur on or after a specified date.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 06/19/2007


	


	SB 942

AUTHOR:
Migden (D)

 

TITLE:
Workers Compensation: Disability

 

SUMMARY:
 

Relates to workers' compensation. Provides that for injuries occurring on or after a specified date, if the injury causes a permanent partial disability and the injured employee does not return to work within a specified time frame, the employee shall be entitled to receive a supplemental job displacement benefit. Revises the amount the employee would be eligible to receive. Provides the employer would not be liable for the supplemental benefit under certain conditions.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 03/20/2007


	


	SB 974

AUTHOR:
Lowenthal (D)

 

TITLE:
Ports: Congestion Relief: Air Pollution Mitigation

 

SUMMARY:
 

Requires the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach to transmit a portion of the funds derived from imposition of a container cargo user fee to the San Pedro Bay Ports Congestion Relief Trust Fund and San Pedro Bay Ports Mitigation Relief Trust Funds. Requires the Port of Oakland to transmit a portion of the funds derived from imposition of the fee to the Port of Oakland Congestion Relief Trust Fund and a portion to the Port of Oakland Mitigation Relief Trust Fund. Authorizes related financing agreements.

 

 

Position:
Oppose 05/15/2007


	


Notes:
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Agenda Item 4
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September 25, 2007

Focus Group Results Review
Background

Chair Schneider will present the results of the August 2007 focus groups and legislative portion of the recent Zoomerang survey as a preface to a discussion on the results.

Legislative Specific Zoomerang Survey Results
Question 1:

How important is it to you that the Corona Chamber be involved in "representing the interests of businesses with government?"
 


Not important at all
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Extremely important
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Question 2:
How do you think the Chamber performs when it comes to "representing the interests of businesses with government?"
 


Very poorly
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Question 3:

How important is it to you that the Corona Chamber be involved in "political action such as passing ballot measures or getting candidates elected?"
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Question 4:

How do you think the Chamber performs when it comes to "political action such as passing ballot measures or getting candidates elected?"
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Question 5:

Using a scale from one to nine, where "one" means not at all influential, and "nine" means extremely influential, how influential do you feel the Corona Chamber is on public policy in your community?
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Focus Group Results
The Corona Chamber contracted through the political consulting firm, Davis Group, to conduct focus groups with Corona-based businesses on August 20 and 21, 2007.  The following is a list of the participants:

August 20 – 5 individuals participated:

· Casey Meadows, Chik-Fil-A
· Dennis Crawford, ESL Electric Systems
· Carol Crawford, ESL Electric Systems
· Mark Krakower, Kraktronix
· Cyndi Lemke, Plak Smacker
August 21 – 9 individuals participated:
· Scott Beetler, Alchemy Auto Painting
· Al Agramonte, Ergonomic Comfort Design, Inc
· Dean Peterson, Imagination Promotions
· Sondra Lind, New Dimensions Escrow
· Kevin Pidgeon, Palmieri Pharmacy
· Michael Rossi, Postal Annex #477
· Tariq Shamma, TMS Consortium
· Terry Campbell, US Battery
· Van Nicholson, Vacation Station RV

Focus Group Results
Part 1: The Lay of the Land

Question 1: 

As you think about things in Corona – quality of life, business climate, cost of living etc. overall do you think things are going in the right direction (meaning things are generally positive) or are they going in the wrong direction (things are generally negative)
Overall Result:

There was no clear cut feeling on the right direction/wrong track test – generally they want to be optimistic and they think 
things are more positive than negative but they see significant problems.

Examples of things that are positive or moving in the right direction according to the participants:

· Corona is a great place to live
· Growth is good for homes values and retail businesses
· Good freeway access
· City Council good and supportive of business
· New restaurants and shopping
· Good schools
Examples of things that are negative or moving in the wrong direction according to the participants:
· Traffic is the number one problem by far!

· Crime-Burglaries/Robberies- mentioned by several participants who have been victims of these crimes at their businesses

· Lost the downtown center

· Lost the feeling of community

· Need to recruit more than just retail –high tech/manufacturing

· City doesn’t have resources to provide services for businesses

Question 2:

Thinking about the City of Corona – is your City council and your City Government doing a generally good job or not so good?

Overall Result:
Overall there is a high level of satisfaction with the City government, staff and Council – however there were a few negative statements as expected - the following comments were made:
· 
City trying to bring jobs to Corona
· Trying to make Corona a place to live and work
· Good a providing public information on projects (master planning)
· In the past did a good job of planning/open space, not doing as well now
· Confusion among participants about regulations – i.e. health code, waste water treatment – as to which level of government is in charge

Section 2: The Chamber and its Programs

Question 1:

How many are members of chamber?

Overall Result:

All participants except one couple (the Crawford’s) were chamber members – Crawford’s want to get more involved with other manufacturers and will rejoin the Chamber if the manufactures committee is restarted
Question 2:

How active are you? How many meetings per years do you attend/participate?
Overall Result:

· 1-5 events

6 participants 

· 5 -10 per year

4 participants

· 10 -20 per year

2 participants

· More than 20

1 participant

Question 3:

Write what you believe is most important job that the Chamber plays on behalf of the Corona Business Community.


Overall Results:


The answers to this were very consistent with most participants including all or portions of the following:

· Provide networking opportunities for business to meet other business they can work with and learn from

· Provide political, governmental and regulatory issues assistance to members

· Promote businesses in Corona

Question 4:

Write down 1-2  things that you think the chamber should be doing or could be doing better

Overall Results:
· Promote Corona businesses to the City of Corona for business opportunities with the City

· Work with City Officials to create growth in business opportunities

· Promote community involvement by supporting local businesses

· Get more involved with government on behalf or the Chamber members

· Promote businesses with the Corona business community in order to help create more of a local customer base  

Question 5:

List 1-2 things you think the chamber is doing well
Overall Results:
· Keep the business community well informed

· Produce a very good magazine

· Promote Business within the community

· Provide good networking opportunities

· Promotes business to business opportunities

· Printed communications are excellent

Question 6:

Finally, on a scale from 1 -10 (1 being the lowest) rate the overall job you think the Corona Chamber is doing in support of the Corona business community and its members.
Overall Results:
August 20 Focus Group Ratings
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August 21 Focus Group Ratings
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8


8

8
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Question 7:

OK, now I am going to share with you what the Chamber’s 5 Core values and we can discuss each:
· Creating a Strong Local economy

· Promoting the Community

· Providing Networking Opportunities and Business Referrals

· Promoting Political action

· Representing the interest of business with Government
Overall Results:

· The overall reaction to the Chambers five core initiatives from the focus groups was that they think the networking and the political/government action are the most important. Several said there is nothing more important than the political/government support of businesses because none of them can do it as effectively as individuals as the Chamber can do as a business organization. 

· The interesting thing that we discovered was that the vast majority were very aware of the chambers excellent skills and track record at networking. 

· Conversely a very large majority were unaware of the Chambers political action and government affairs program. When it was explained to them they thought it was an excellent program and were very supportive of it. The overwhelming response was that this information needs to get out to the members.

· As an aside to many of the discussions about events and networking was the belief that many of the events had too much on the programs which detracted from them being able to get in-depth information on some of the Chambers activities.

Section 3: The Key Issues

The following are issues that were raised during the focus groups or to the Davis Group team by the participants during our recruitment process. We discussed their impact on business and how they could be addressed:

· Traffic gridlock

· Lack of alternate routes for the 215 and 91 to south Orange County
· Impact homebuilding in the Corona area on gridlock

· Transportation delays (deliveries are surcharged for additional time it takes to transport to Corona)

· Homeless population in the business areas creating a nuisance

· Business burglaries

· Graffiti in the business areas

· Difficulty recruiting qualified workers

· The lack of resources for small businesses in the form of grants or inexpensive loans 

· The lack of affordable warehousing facilities
Section 4: Davis Group Analysis and Conclusions

There are two very clear conclusions that the Chamber can focus on moving forward from these focus groups: 1) nearly every participant felt the chambers political action and governmental relations program is extremely important (many thought it was the most important thing the chamber can do); 2) the vast majority of the participants have very little knowledge of the chambers political and governmental program and what the Chamber is doing in this arena.

While some of this may seem discouraging, it is very positive in that you have such clear and actionable results. In our view there are many reasons why they don’t have in-depth knowledge of the political and governmental programs;

· They are not typical chamber programs that they have come to know and expect

· While the chamber has talked about them, the key is repetition and frequency – keep talking about them

· The members attend the quarterly meetings – the chamber should consider making one of these completely focused on these programs
· Chamber should send out frequent emails to the whole membership related to political and governmental activities so it is top of mind more frequently
· Use third party spokesperson (state and city elected officials) to talk about the programs in order to create additional credibility and enhance the level of importance placed on these programs. 
2007 LAC RETREAT
Agenda Item 5
Legislative Action Committee

September 25, 2007
Strengths and Weaknesses: What’s Working, What’s Not

Background

The LAC will break into brainstorming groups to determine their top 3 strengths and top 3 weaknesses of the Chamber’s legislative action program.

Notes:

Strengths

Weaknesses

2007 LAC RETREAT
Agenda Item 6
Legislative Action Committee

September 25, 2007
2008 Strategic Initiatives

Background

Staff will lead a discussion to determine the top three policy priorities for 2008.  Working in groups, LAC members will be asked to identify and communicate their specific top policy priorities for next year. Staff will document the responses. Once complete, staff will lead a discussion on each policy priority mentioned in order to expand for details. 

Once complete, each LAC member will be given three votes to use in determining the top three priorities for 2008. The three priorities with the most votes will become the 2008 Strategic Initiatives. Staff will return at the October LAC meeting with a plan of action relative to the 2008 Strategic Policy Priorities approved at the September retreat.

Notes:

What are your top three public policy priories for 2008?

1.

2.

3.
2007 LAC RETREAT
Agenda Item 7
Legislative Action Committee

September 25, 2007
Action Plan Discussion
Background

The LAC will discuss options and strategy in accomplishing the 2008 Strategic Initiatives.

Notes:
What are you willing to do in 2008?
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